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DISTRICT OF SOUTH CAJtOLlKt—Tt .

My. it remimmkkkii. That on the fifteenth day of .Inly,

Anno Domini one thousand eight hundred and eleven, and
in the thirty sixtli year of the independence of the United
States of America, Eleanor Henry Laurens Ramsay, Mar-
tha Henry Laurens Rfl I liarine Hem \ !

Ramsay, and Sahina Elliott Ramsay, of the said District,

have deposited in this office the title of a hook, the right

whereof they claim as Proprietors, in the words follow**

Uig, to -wit:

Memoirs of the Life of Martha Laurens Ramsay, who
died in Charleston, S. C on the 10th of Jnn<S 1811, in the

fifty second year of her age; with an Appendix, contaning

Extracts from her Diary, Letups, and other pri\a

. and also from Letters written to her hy her father,

Henry Laurens, 1771—1776. B? Da\id Kamsay, M. 1).

The experimental part of religion has generally a grt

influence than its theory.

.Mrs. Rrwe # Posthumous Jitter to Dr. J

I

r
. ^ s In conformity to the act of the Congress of the

^ •
* 'J United State's, intitled "An act for th<

ment of Learning, by securing the Copies of Maps, (

And Books, to the Authors and Proprietors of such i

during the times thereto mentioned;'' and alao to

intitled, "An act supplementary to an act, intitled

fbr th< , ment of Learning, by securing the Cop-

pd Books, to the Authors :md Pro-

prietors of Btich Copies during the times therein mention-

ed; and extending the benefits thereof to the Art- <

r, and EuhingHiatorical and other Pi

\ Mi> JER> :

Fedtral Clerk, & Carolina Disti ict.



PREFACE.

THE manuscripts which gave rise to this
|

lication were found among the private -papers

of their author, Martha Laurens Ramsay, after

her death, and were unseen by every human
eye but her own, previous to that event. The
first mention she ever made of them was in

the full view of death, and only three days be-

fore its fatal stroke. She then announced the

drawer in which they were deposited, and at

the same time requested, that after they were
read they might be kept as a common book of

the family, or divided among its members.
They appeared, on perusal, to be well calcu-

lated to excite serious impressions favorable

to the interests of religion; for they w<
practical experimental comment on its nature
and salutary effects even in this life. Its ten-

dency to promote human happiness, and its

sovereign efficacy to tranquillize the mind and
administer consolation under afflictions, disap-
pointments, and trials. They exhibited an ex-
ample whicbteaches more compendious];,
forcibly than precept, the value of piety,'

the comfort of submission to the will of (

With this view ol the subject it became an in-
terns ii.^ inquiry, how fa I it would be proper
to withhold them from that more I

re of usefulness which would result I

>lication.? fa determinui
tion, recourse was had to the opinions ol the
Rev. Drs. Hollinthead and Keith, under u i

ministry the writer ol the privati
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published, had sat upward of twenty years, anc)

to whom she uas intimately known They
strongly recommended the publication as well

t (i to do good. Theii opinions and the
)jis of them were given in the subjoined

.

-..• In publishing to the world the ptivate
ions exercises of an individual, it seemed a

trills of course that some account of that in-

dividual should be given at the same time; f< r

•A letter from the Rev. Dr. Hollin&liead to Dr. David
Ramsay.

ifar em, Charleston, S. C. July 1, 1811.

al of our much esteemed Mrs. Ramsay's pa-
pers ban awakened in me many pleasing, though painful re-

ins. The loss of such a friend and such a member of
our church is unspeakable. Her example, while she abode
with us was a living lecture on tlie importance of the hu

character iu eTery part it has to act upon the stage of life,

and eminently recommended the maxims and habits of our
holy religion, aa worthy of all acceptation. The devout

ions of her retired houi i mind impressed
with the great realities ofka eternal mtereats, truly aoficit-

ous to imprOTf i <I virtue, and highly favored

at the soma in intimate intercourse with heaven.

Permit me I think the publication Of* the*

vout exercises of b ith a -ketch of her lite, might

contribute muoh b liahmenl and comfort ofmany
pious exerei », who walk ia fear and dark]

Lot of knowing ho* other* hare been alfilotcdia aa

tl like their o I *jhb interest sad

vement by ehristia
J

situation whether of

or affliction. Jt uould Le peculiarly gratifying

rctetowhom I
onal of their he-

iendwillbepi 1 u presenting it to

immunity, which I thiuk no person can so well do as

. m ill perform an ii " ( 1 acceptable duty

iety, and embalm, at the same time, the virtues and

(he memory of a i .christian. Your undertaking

this will gratify manj o

IT Sir, your truly sympathizing, and affectionate friend.

AY. HOLLI.NSIIEAD.
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without some such knowledge, many of the

reflections* of the writer would be comparative*

ly. uninteresting, if not unintelligible. It was
therefore resolved to prefix to the manuscripiSj

some general account of the author, \

was necessary, to throw light on their conic

The publication of these private papers
the original design, the publication oJ

of their author only secondary and incidental,

A leUer from the Rev. Dr. Keith, to Dr. David Ru

bear sir, Cliarleston, C. S. June 28, 1811.

The manuscripts which you were so good as lo leave with

me, I now return with my cordial thanks lor the iavor of
tag them submitted to my perusal.

1 have read them with that close attention, with that live-

rest, with that m laneheiy pleasure, which ha\e been
iiHt'irally excited ijv lUe circumstance of tk ; to a

persoo, who stood high in mv esteem and
christian and a friend while Living, and arhose pi<

ory my heart is disposed ever to cherish with the tend*

of aifectiou and i< -

l period of mj acquaintance with

mind, of di
.

eat, friendlj

i those rorioua and ral

i which could h-i derived oalj from tin

i inns attention to the mo^t proper and cii'i ctual

. and from a long and intjmati

*e wiiii man) of the first characters in her
country a .d in I. S ,

m. 11 much
;>ily di thigtushed bv th<

<•<>',
I Ler heart I

cd and ider the mnuence of which, tbi

'.j her life, ihe < ihibi cd in th<

4 all attentive and judioi ra, a bright

tire example o< the temper and i

But i; requii
"»« «»t , llt which h
jnii has dran d for her on n use in her most secret \ n

h -r (.«,;!, to enable ew
tor character dis\>Uyed in it*

1*
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n introduction to the effusions of her hearty

ii iiad been put on paper solely for her

own private use. God grant that their publi-

cation may be the means of exciting in others,

brightest and most amiable beauties, iu her deep and unaf-

d humility, in her i d and uncommon i

of sinfulness and unworthiness, iu her remarkable self de-

nial, in respect to worldly interests and enjoyments, in her
strong and steadfast faith, trust, and hope, and quiet, i

, under the m I disappointments, atttie-

. and trials, iii the f< nror of ber
the family, and i! ., and at the table

of the Lord, in tl rolence, and

ciroum oially

to her own peculiar friends, expressed in her
olemn res-

g within hei

I, rel-

.

itual, a

Tin. ' and "her

The d my mind bj the pem
:u her

. \c have im sisttbly led roe to wish and i

print. To
withho

i. To her

family ai d ie ?ol-

what
W hi]

this i * ofbe-
•

with the eminent of one
d filled

* ith dignit) and u which

5 he mo
Thu fnrci-

! !rcn of the world,

or of the divine and blessed Savior, to m I
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and especially the connexions and friends of
their author, the same lively sentiments offer-

vent rational piety with which she was ani-

mated. David Ramsay.
CJiarleston, S. C. July 15, 1811.

e<l and died; and more especially to the disciples and fri

of this Savior, she would speak with the best efteet in the
-way of instruction, encouragement, and consolation, reia-

tive to the various scenes of duty and trial, in which they
nay be called to be followers of her, and of all like her,
'•who, through faith and patience, inherit the promu
Under the influence of these, and similar reasons, you

will, I trust, yield to the call of duty, and consider yoimclf
as rendering an important service to the public, and a due
tribute of praise to theGod of all grace, bj consenting to
publish these valuable papers as soon as may be practicable.

In all christian regards, including a tender sympathy to-

if and your dear children, under every trial,

tod especially, under this peculiarly heavy affliction,

i\. cordially joins with, Dear Sir,

ir sincere, and affectionate friend, Isaac S. KsiTH.

( C....SECOXD EDITION.

FHE Editor of the present Edition of these
Men, oiis, had the honor and happiness of a

acquaintance with the subject of them,
i hcerfully gives his testimony, with that

thers, to the eminent worth of her cbarac-
nd to the faithfulness of her biographer*

The religion of Mrs. Ramsay was the warm,
Vital, active, unaffected religion of the B

py would he the effect, if at this period of
when the standard of religious exer-

. and experience is so low, these Mc-
rald contribute, by the bU

teatture to i
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The Editor subjoins the testimony of Rkv.
Hknjamin Palmk:< i ufort, S C. contain-

ed iii a letter to the Rev. Dr Keith, us folio

"Mrs P. and myscif have been reading the

very valuable little volume, Memoirs of Mrs.

Ramsay, which you sent me by Mr. Hulburt.

My opinion of that excellent lady's piety and
learning, had been great, ever since I was ca-

pable of forming an opinion, and had an oppor-
tunity to do it. But I can truly say, that these

Memoirs have disclosed such a rare assem-
blage of mental and moral excellencies, that

until I read them, the half was not known to

me. What a wonderful faculty she must have
possessed, of keeping concealed her superior

qualities under the veil of so much apparently
entire unconsciousness of her own uncommon
superiority. Surely, if in any instance, the

left hand has not been allowed to ki.ou- what
the right hand cloth, it is in this. 1 know not

how to express the exalted opinion I now en-

tertain of her unusual merit. I do not know
when I have read any thing with more in',

and delight. This may, in part, be owing to

my having had the honor and pleasure

personal acquaintance with her; but 1 am sure

that, independent of that circumstance, the

effect would have been nearly the same.
What a model of fern i!e excellence, in every
point of view, do her biography and U

exhibit. I hope with you, and cannot but be-

lieve, that these Memoir* will prove a

to many readers
"

M > . i
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MARTHA LAURENS RAMSAY was boi>
in Charleston, S. Con the third of November,
1759. She was the daughter of Henry Laurens
and of Eleanor Ball, and born in the ninth year

after their marri. ge. By the lather's side she

was of French extraction. Her great grand
parents were born in Rochelle, and suffered in

the famous siege of that place. They were
Hugonots or Protestants. Being, by the revo-

cation of the edict of Nantz, compelled to leave

their native country, they came to America in

the latter end of the 17th century. Her ma-
ternal ancestors migrated from Devonshire in

England, and settled in South Carolina about
the same time.

In the first year of her life she had the small
pox so severely that she was supposed to be
dead, and as such was actually laid out prepara-

tory to her funeral. This was done underan open
window, instead of the close room in which she

had been kept, according to the absurd mode of

treating the small pox in 1760. Dr. Moultrie,
coming in at this crisis, pronounced her to be
still alive, probably recalled to life by the fresh

air of the open window. Under other circum-
stances she would shortly ha\e been buried, as

was then commonly done, with persons who
(lied of the small pox in that year of extensive
mortality. A valuable life was thus providen-
tially saved for future usefulness.
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Martha Lauiuns early discovered a great ca-

pacity and eagerness for learning. In the
course of her third year she could readily read

any book, and, what is extraordinary, in an in-

Verted position, without any difficulty. In youth
her vivacity and spirits were exuberant. Feats

of activity, though attended with personal dan-

ger, were to her familiar; great exertions of

bodily labor; romantic projects; excesses of the

wildest play were preferred to stagnant life;

but from all these she could be turned off in a

moment to serious business. As she grew up,

the same activity was exerted in acquiring the

useful and ornamental parts of female educa-
tion. She very soon acquired a grammatical
knowledge of the French language; a consid-

erable eminence in reading, anting, arithme-
tic, English grammar, geography, the use of

the globes. She even acquired a considerable

acquaintance with geometry* and mathemat-
ical science. At the same time she was inde-

fatigable in cultivating an acquaintance with

books; and, by means of abridging, transcrib-

ing, and committing to memory, was very suc-

cessful in retaining much of what she read. In

accomplishments and the ornamental parts of

education, she excelled, and in the exercise of

them took great delight.

* Among her private papers has been found, accurately

drawn by her hand, the tirst plan of the
church, bat without the western projection afterward added

by others. Thia preceded the elegant plan ofth

architect, Mr. .Mills, ami was introductory to the motion

which ultimately terminated in the adoption of th • ail i
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In the 1 1th year of her age she sustained an
immense loss by the death of her excelled
mother; but this was in some measure made
up by the maternal care of her good aunt, Ma-
ry Laurens, the wife of James Laurens, whose
sound judgment, refined manners, and eminent
piety well fitted her for training up her orphan
niece for both worlds. To her care, and to that

of his brother, Henry Laurens committed the

charge of his two daughters, while he went to

superintend the education of his sons in Eu-
rope. There he continued till the end of the

year 1774, when love for his country brought
him back to its defence against the aggressions
of Britain. Thus, while Providence deprived
Miss Laurens of the instructions and example
of her natural mother, it raised up another
friend, who performed the maternal duties,

with equal capacity, fidelity, and affection.

Though she was deprived of the company of
her wise and virtuous fat.tr, [or almost the
whole of that interesting period, which extend-
ed from the 11th to the 22d year of her age,
she continued to receive letters from him.
From 1771 till 1775 his paternal instructions,

cominunicaied by letter, were calculated to for-

ward the virtuous education of a beloved
daughter, growing up with fair prospects of an
ample fortune; but. in and after 1775 he Warned
her of the probability that his estate would be
forfeited, and that her lather and brother in

would lose their liv cs, and that she must
.re to maintain herself by her own excv-
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lions.* These anticipations were not fully re-

alized; but the expectation of tm-m bad a direct

tendency to assist in forming the solid educa-
tion of the person to whom they were addres

Miss Laurens, in her 12th year, began to be
the subject of serious religious impressions.
She was well instructed in the great gospel
mystery of salvation by the atoning sacrifice of
Jesus Christ for the sins of the world. And
there is good reason to believe, that at a very

early period she was brought by the grace of
God cordially to accept of salvation freely of-

fered, though dearly purchased.

In the 1 5th year of her age, in conformity
to the advice of Dr. Doddridge, and in a form
of words recommended by him, she prepared,

•and solemnly executed an instrument of writ-

ing, called by her with great propriety, MA self

dedication and solemn covenant with God." In

this, after a suitable introduction, "she presents

before her Maker the whole frame of her na-

ture, all the faculties of her mind, and all the

members of her body, as a living sacrifice holy

and acceptable unto God." And "not only con-

secrates all that she was, and all that she had

to his service, but humbly resigns to his heav-

enly will all that she called hers, to be dispos-

ed of as he pleased."! In the Old Testament
we several times read of the rulers, priests,

and people among the Jews solemnly cove-

* See Appendix No. I. for extracts from these letters.

"j* See Appendix, No. II. for an exact copy of this solemn
act. The original will be shown to such friends as may de-

sire to see it.
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naming before Gocl, to renounce th'fir trans-

gressions and to adhere to his service. In the

9tb and 10th chapters of NTehemiah there is

a particular account of a covenant to this ef-

fect, drawn up in writing, and ratified by tho

names and seals of the persons who consented
to it. Whether in addition to these examples
from holy writ, and the recommendation of Dr.

Doddridge, there were any particular circum-
stances, winch, at that time, induced Miss Lau-
rens to enter into this wi itten engagement to be

the Lord's, is unknown. It is believed that she

kept the transaction secret from all the world,

and that the paper in question, now 37 years

old, was never seen by any human being Ik

her death. At the time of its execution she

was exactly fourteen years and seven weeks
old, was in possession of all the comforts of life,

and had as brilliant prospects before her as any
of her sex in Carolina. The only serious afflic-

tion she had then met with was the loss of her
mother. This had taken place three years and
seven months before, and the keen sensations

occasioned thereby must, in the ordinary

course of things, have been nearly worn off by

time. The engagements thus solemnly en-

tered into by Miss Laurens were in unison

with her subsequent conduct through life. Of
the sincerity of the transaction, on her part,

on a view of all its circumstances, no doubt
can exist.

In the year 1775, James Laurens, his wife

and two nieces, Martha Laurens and Mary
Eleanor Laurens, afterward the wife of Chi

o
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Pinckney. went to England. Martha Laurens
was received on her landing by her elder broth-
er, John Laurens, from vhom she had be^ri

lor some years separated. Heing older, he
had taken great delight in forwarding her
education, and particnlarly, in forming her
mind to be superior to the common accidents
of life, and the groundless fears of some of her
sex. To ascertain whether his labors had been
successful or not, he bribed the postillion to

drive very rapidly, and at the same lime, with-
out discovering his views, narrowly watched
her countenance, to observe whether there
were any changes in it expressive of womanish
fears, at the novel scene, so totally different

from all her former travelling in the low, flaU

^toneless country of Carolina. On the termin-
ation of the experiment to his satisfaction, he
announced to his unsuspecting sister his con-
gratulations, that u he had found her the same
Spartan girl he had left her."

In 1775, when Miss Laurens left Amei
she destroyed ail her private papers, except the

act of self dedication just mentioned. These
were numerous, though the last of them «

written before she had completed her sixteenth

year. They chiefly consisted of devotional re-

marks on passing events; statements of the re-

ligious exercises of her mind; a diary, and ex-

tracts from books she had read. Thisdestruction

she often regretted, but consented to it, front

the prospect of an itinerant life, during her ex-
ile from home, and still more, from the unset-

tled state of her native country on the com—
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TRer.ccnvent of the revolutionary war. The same
process, with the exception of two papers,* and
for the same reasons, was repeat-ed some years

after, when she went from England to France.

During her residence iu England, she wrote

much, and her subsequent regret was greater

for its destruction t She afterward either dis-

continued writing,or destroyed what she wrote,

for no papers of any consequence have been
found among her manuscripts, as written dur-

ing the subsequent seven years of her resi-

dence in Europe.
During the first years of the American revo-

lution, and for a short period after its termin-

• See Appendix, XTo. III. for copies of these two papers.

f Since writing this sentence the editor had reason to

hope, that something of importance, written by Miss Lau-
rens, while iu England, was still in existence, and iu the pos-

session of her intimate friend, Mrs. lirailsford; accordingly

he, by letter, asked for information, and requested if such

writing existed, to be favored with its perusal. To his ap-

plication the following answer was returned.

Sik—In consequence of) our application ofyesterdav , I en-

close for your perusal two small books of rell<

me many \ ears since, by my late much loved friend, dear
Mrs. Ramsay; but under Rich injunctions that no human
eye but my own should • m, that 1 never tli

niTsttltut liberty to show them, even to mv beloved m
and 1 el a justified in doing what I now
do. Vet tlie very elnae relation in which you vrere uui

her, makes rue particularly anxious to comply with TOUT re-

and 1 trust it her pure and hig

behold- _ (0 be

affectionately remembered to jtouj

ton sir, your humble ervaiit,
June 99, 1811. /vn.Tit B&UIATOM

the papers thus pro
h their exist ; when

Ifcfc Muik cOiuriiL-!.' ..\, No.l\.
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• ns resided in

of England, improving her mind and preparing
eli for meeting the contemplated loss

of her father, brother, and fortune by the

events of the war, and at the same time doing
every oflicc of love to her afflicted uncle. She
afterward continued the same kind services to

him for several years in France. In that coun-
try, in the year 1784, he was released by
death,* from a long protracted, painful com-
plaint, under which he had labored for the last

ten years of his life; and his surviving friends,

with pious sacrilege, stole for him a grave, hi

which they deposited his remains. Mr. James
Laurens having no children of his own, pro-

posed to leave the bulk of his estate to Miss
Laurens, his faithful nurse and affectionate

niece; but she peremptorily refused the ac-

ceptance thereof to the deterioration of the

reasonable expectations of her brothers and
sister. The will was framed agreeable to hep

wishes; but the testator, in addition to a child's

share, left her a specific legacy ol five hun-
dred pounds sterling, declared in his will to

be a "token of his friendship for her; and as an

acknowledgment for the services she had ren-

dered to him and his family, and for her good
and geiule conduct upon all occasions."

* V» hen Mr. Ja.ucs Laurens died in \

Martha Laurens was with l»cr father in England. klu*

Marled oal of bed, and prooounced that her onele tea

dead; and at her request the day and hour

writing, by Miss Kiteretl. In the ordioi

posts b ins (1 ath ar-

rived, and the day and hour of it
|

ponded
villi what bad l> sea reooi eanW in Knglaiul.
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While Miss Laurens resided in England, she
formed an acquaintance with many persons em-
inent for their piety, and particularly with the

countess of Huntingdon, by whom she was
very much noticed. She highly prized the com-
pany of such persons, and from them received

both pleasure and improvement.
Atter the treaty of France with congress, in

1778, and particularly the rejection in the

same year of the offers of Great Britain, for a

reunion with her late colonics, the situation of

the Carolina Laurens family in England was
unpleasant. Henry Laurens was at that time

president of congress, and had officially con*
ducted the correspondence of that body with

the British commissioners, which terminated
in a rejection of their offer*. Miss Laurens
was often obliged to hear her native country
abused, and to read and bear ber beloved la-

Iher calumniated as a tomenter of the disputes

between Britain and her colonies; and as an

hstufing, ambitious man, wishing to rise to

quenee at every hazard; but taught by

ids Bage advice, and her own good sense, she

nhunned all political controversy. Unable to

er her suffering country any Other ser-

vice, sue daily offered up her fervent prayers

half.

^iv. James Laurens, his two ni< i

. aunt, or second mother, btioiog it e:

i , e England, paased o\

lived there till the n
During the greatest part of ti-.is perj-

»f six or aevej) yctf

2*
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time of their residence in England, they v

almost wholly cut off from their usup' means
of support, for their property was in America.,

three thousand miles distant. War raged,

and the Atlantic ocean rolled between tl

and it. In this forlorn situation they fouiuV

ample occasion for all the comforts of thai

Jigion which they professed. The grc;

economy was n< jr. A residence in \

an was preferred on account of the cheap,

of living. There Miss Laurens spent her
time usefully to her uncle, profitably to her-

self, and as pleasantly as straitened circi

ccs, anxiety for her friends and native

country, then the seat of war would permit.
She had many opportunities of improving her

mind by reading and conversation, which she

diligently improved. She and the family ol

her uncle received great civilities from the

French, for the same reasons that they receiv-

ed slights from the English. But nevertheless,
they had all abundant scope for the exercise

tii, patience, and trust in that Being to

whom t hey had committed all their cone*.

Love to their common Father in heaven, and
love and harmony among themselves s\\ i

ened their frugal repasts, and took away the

bitterness of the cup of affliction from which
were obliged deeply to drink.

In the year 1780, Miss Laurens's father was
n a prisoner, and confined on a i

high treason in the tower of London, and his

YiIq staked on the success of the America
revolution. If that had failed it would have
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been easy to have convicted him of the crime
with which he was charged, and not easy to

have saved him from the penalty annexed to

iu The disorder of her uncle became daily

worse, and required unceasing attention by

night, and by day. Charleston was taken by the

•British; Carolina overrun by their armies; re-

mittances were not only rendered impossible,

hut the loss of the whole capital extremely
probable. The alarms of her father, at the

commencement of the war, seemed to be on

the point of being realized. About the same
time, intelligence was received that her dear-

ly beloved brother, John Laurens, had fallen

in battle. Under this complication ofdi

ses, she found the wisdom and comfort of hav-

ing secured a friend in her Maker, by a

cmn covenant entered into *THh him in l^e

jnorning of life, in the full enjoyment of hei

and in the fair prospect of every worldly bles-

sing. From this source she drew much con-

solation, and bore up under every tria., trust-

ing in Him to whom she had, in a most M>1-

. manner, consecrated herself. In due
time the clouds of adversity began todup<
the prospects of America brightened. Her fa-

ther was discharged from confinement, and af-

noi seven years,she joined him in

i\ : i I over his domestic concerns,

assisted in the negociations winch
r C and the acknowledged

teg. The tran-

.
• nurse's chamber in a remote

, to the head of the tabic of a
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minister plenipotentiary in the metropolis of

France, was great and sudden Amidst the

Paris, in which she occasionally in-

dulged, her Bible was her companion and
counsellor. She read it by day and meditated
on it by night It had taught her to bear ad-

versity with patience, resignation, and Forti-

tude; and now kept her from the intoxication

and follies, which are too apt to grow out of

prosperity.

About this time, Miss Laurens w i 'd
from her father, a present of fire hundred
guineas. For some years before she had been
obliged to live in restricted circumstance^
from the impossibility of receiving- supplies.

To make up lor this suspension of her father's

usual liberality, he gave h< ove men-
tioned sum at once. Of this she appropriated

a small part to her own use. With the

surplus she purchased one hundred French
testaments, which was the whole number at

market; gave them away* among the poor, in

and near Vigan, and also established a sci

lor the instruction of the youth in the same
place, engaged a master to preside over it, and
constituted a fund to defray its annual expen-

There is reason to believe that the insti-

tution continues to this day, for the funds left

were fully adequate to its support in thai pal

* Mrs. Raataay was rery much in the habit <>t

liooks, a^ ket ike general!]

the Uible and Doddridge's Rise and
.tl;iu\ persons l»>di in Europe and in

v

m her, wiili a short nreaaorandum is

hand writing, pointing out their imuortaut eon|
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of France, where the expenses of education

and living were then astonishing low.

The restoration of peace to Carolina in 1783,

pointed out the propriety of the return of the

inhabitants. Mrs. Laurens, with her aunt and
sister, arrived in Charleston, in 1785, alter a

long absence, comprehending something more
than the whole period of the American revolu-

tion. Their joy on finding their native coun-

try at peace, and raised from the humble rank
of a dependent colony to that ofan independent
state was inexpressible. Now, for tae first

time, after leading an unsettled life for ten

jears, they found themselves at home. On tae

^3d of January, 1787, Miss Laurens was mar-
ried to Dr. David Ramsay, and in the course

of the ensuing sixteen years, became the

Tnother of eleven children. Of these eight sur-

vived. Mrs. Ramsay now displayed the same
"virtuous habits, and the same energy ot char-

acter, in taking care of her children, in pro-

moting her husband's happiness, and making
a well ordered home his chief delight, that had
formerly distinguished Miss Laurens in ac-

quiring useful knowledge, and discharging the

<luties of a daughter, a sister, and a neice.

Soon after she became a mother, she studied

"with deep interest most of the esteemed p
tical treatises on education, both in French
and English, that she might be better inform-
ed of the nature and extent of her new duties.

^>he gave a decided preference to the writings
of Mr. Locke and Dr. Whhcrspoon on that

subject. The object she proposed to he
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for her children, health of body
and a well regulated mind. To secure the

former th< . from their birth daily wash-

ed in cold water, and throughout the whole
period of infancy, permitted to expose them-
selves with uncovered feet, to wet anil cold,

and all the varieties and sudden changes of
( • er. To favor the latter, they

were taught to curb their tempers; to subject

their passions to the supreme dominion of rea-

son and religion; to practise self denial; to

bear uisappointments; and to resist the impor-
tunity of present pleasure or pain, for the sake

of what reason pronounces fit to be done or

borne. She suckled all her children without

the aid of any wet nurse; watched over them
by night and day; and clung to them every

moment of sickness or pain. They were the

subjects of her prayers before they were born,

and every subsequent day of her life With
one exception she devoted them all to God in

baptism, publicly in church, at a time, when
private baptisms were common; for she re-

joiced in every proper opportunity of declar-

ing to the world her firm belief pf the christian

religion, and her respect for all its institutions.

As soon as they were capable of receiving re-

ligious instruction, she liberally imparted it;

and early taught them their miserable and cor-

rupted state b\ nature; that they were born
into a world of sin and misery; surrounded
with U mptationSi and without a possilrility of

stion, but by ih< ><!, and a par-

ticipation in the bei rcured for sinners,
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by the atoning sacrifice of Jesus Christ, and
at the same time, that God was the hearer of
prayer, the tenderest of fathers and the best

of friends to all who put their trust in him.
She early taught them to read their Bibles.

That this might be done pleasantly she con-

nected with it Mrs. Trimmer's prints of scrip-

ture history; that it might be done with under-
standing, she made them read, in connexion
with their Bibles, Watts's short view of the

whole scripture history, and, as they advanced
to a proper age, Newton on the Prophecies;

and such books as connect sjcred with profane

history, and the Oid with the New Testament;
so that the Bible, though written in periods

widely remote from each other, might appear
to them a uniform harmonious system of di-

vine truth Of this blessed book she enjoined

upon them daily to read a portion; and to prize

it as the standard of faith and practice; as a

communication from heaven on eternal con-

cemb, as ibe word of God pointing out the

only way to salvation; as a letter of love sent

from their heavenly Father to direct tl.^ir wan-
dering feet to the paths of truth and happiness.
From it she was taught k*that foolishness is

bound in the heart of a child, but the rod of
correction shall drive it far from him." She
therefore on proper occasions, used the rod,

but always with discretion and judgm
sometimes with prayer, often with teais, but

never with anger* S.ie was well acquainted

with the plans of Rousseau, and other modern
dlio, who are for discarding the rod and
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substituting confinement, and other visionary

projects in its place; bin considered them all

us inferior in efficacy, to the prudent use of

the rod; and believed that nothing injured the

temper leas, or more effectually promoted the

proper end of punishment in young subjects,

than corporal pain, applied judiciously and
simultaneously with the offence; and that the

modern substitutes for the rod often nourished

a sullen obstinacy of temper, without mending
Che heart or practice. As her children ad-

vanced in years, she conducted her sons
through a course of education, fitting" them to*

enter college, and with the help of her tried

and accomplished friend, Miss Futercll, she
carried her daughters at home through the sev-

eral studies taught in boarding schools. In
every period of her adult age, whether marri-

ed or single, when, from accidental circum-
stances, she was the head of the family, and irt

health, she dairj read to her domestic circle, a
portion of the holy scriptures, and prayed with
them; and frequently on particular occasions,

with one or mote individuals of it, and regu-
larly, every Sunday, with her young white and
black family, in addition to catechetical in-

structions given to both at the same time. Iu
case of a temporary separation, extraordinary

deliverance, providence, misconduct, or even
of a quarrel among her boys, she would take

the parties and present them with herself be-
fore the throne of Grace, and in a solemn ad-
dress to their common heaveniy Father,

her covenant God,
| the cxrcun
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of the Case, and implore of him by his grrce,

to give them the temper, disposition, and
views, which were suitable to their situa-

tion and condition.* She prized prayer as the

courtier does a key, that at all times i^ive^

him access to the presence of his sovereign;

and in all the important transactions of her

life, resolved on nothing till she had previous-

ly sought direction of God respecting it. She
might be said to live a life of prayer, for she

incorporated it with her daily business, and
-was so habituated to its constant practice that

prayers frequently constituted a part of her
dreams. Believing most thoroughly that

God's providence extends to every event and
every circumstance of the life of every human
being, and subscribing to the doctrine of Dr.
Lecchman, in his excellent sermon on prayer,

which she highly prized, "that it is as absurd
to expect we shall arrive at virtue and happi-
ness without prayer, as it would be for the

husbandman to hope he shall have his usual

crop, though he bestow none of his usual
labor and industry;" she practically conformed
to the apotitolic precept "pray without ceas-

#
It is remarkable, that from and after the thru- ( ol. John

Lauren* was killed in South Carolina, August 37th, I

memoirs, then in Vigan,
pat op a prayer for him, the

in tbeadbit of preying frequently for hi'.;.- ami his death
w:is u&knoa r two or three monthi tfter it had
taken place. She mentioned the fact, without prefc i

'untfoi it, and added, that she sevei-al timet Wi
ed al li : of tliat usual pail of her duty, and re-

ie of praringjflBr her brother,
hut th use, some sudden call or ether ui*-

ilptcted event interposed to prevent her doing «o.
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ing," and daily brought before her Maker the

b of herself, family, friends, neighbors, and

sometimes of strangers, whose situation was
known to be interesting.

She was a constant and devout attendant on
divine service; steadily recorded the text, and
occasionally made a short analyst of the ser-

mon.* She generally spent a considerable

part of the intervals of public worship, in cate-

chising and instructing her children and ser-

vants; in reading with them the Bible and
other good books, particularly "Burkitt's help

and guide to Christian families. " In perform-
ing this duty, she placed her children around
her, and read alternately with them verses in

the Bible, and Watts's Psalms and Hymns, or

sentences in other religious books, so as to

teach them at the same time, by her example,
the art of reading with emphasis and propriety.

The exei Lise was occasionally varied by read-

ing in the same manner the New Testament
in Greek, with her sons, and in French with

her daughters. From the seventeenth year of

her age, she was a regular, steady, ai d devout

attendant on the communion. In this she

found so much comfort, that she regretted ab-

sence from it, as a serious loss. She possessed

herseif of the names of the new members ad-

* These nu^noranduiBS, with pious notices of p:«

providences, pi-avers, ami other rel g

of the slate of Mrs. !l niirifl on im;> i

rere entered by her in books in the fori

diary bat with iota from th I

i , see A|upeodix No V
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muted to it from time to time, and recorded*

them as brothers and sisters in Christ, who
broke with her tbc bread of lite, at the same
tuble of their common Lord, and prayed for

each individual of them, whether she had anv

personal acquaintance with them or not, and
took a particular delight in rendering to then
and her other fellow communicants, every

kind office in her power; for she had high

ideas of the communion of saints among them-
selves, as being conjoined into one mystical

body of Christ throughout this world, and
partly in heaven, all united under one com-
mon head, and bound to each other by peculiar

ties.

Mrs. Ramsay was uncommonly economical
of her time. She suffered none of it to be
wasted. By rising early she secured the most
valuable portion of it for devotion and busi-

ness. A reasonable part of every day was spent

in religious exercises. Much in reading well

chosen books, and also in copying original

papers for her father and husband;! much in

* On one OCeasioo, to the record of the names of the per-

> the communion, the following
liiCll.

(

rain the worM to i

a u vord ah

^pVv 1 I lull,

That
! soul,

i

• time, a round,

need her to b
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working, for the accommodation of her I

Jy;* aiid much in leaching her children, and
forming their minds to virtue, and knouiegc,t

ben clerk he ever em; ! well known to bis

aoote , iv, and that
several of them were ferj good om t. In addition to many
minor transcribed for her husband
hit History of the American KeTnnuinu, Life of Wssbing-
ton, Review oft! of medicine in ibe eighteenth
centtiM - irly part of his Universal History, now
ready for publication, nor did *he desist, till she bail train-

ed her daughte s to do as she had dm,
* In every kind of female employment, she was very ex-

pert, and despatched a great deal of business in a little

time. In reading, writing, and working, she was equally
expeditions, and in each department, performed as much
'as could reasonably be expected from one who was exclu-
sively employed in that alone.

The amount done in every case was not diminished by
th~ extremity of beat, in a Carolina summer. O i be con-

, she often impressed on her children, that steady,
nit light work under cover, diminished the sensation of
•a bile it was increased in the case ol a listle&s com-

em ployed person.

f In >l»s. Kamsay possessed more tha., ordina-

l took more than ordinary pains. Par her
first children, she complied an Knglish grammar, belli

satisfied with what bad been written by Lowtb, Ash, and
others; but when she became acquainted with Lindlaj I

l ritinr;s, she laid aside her own compeud,
browing new li^ht on what before was obscure.

She taught her children, to read sneh books as she pointed
out to them, with care and attention, and repeatedly, ii;l

the substance, not ihe -words of what the; read, « as im-
printed on their minds. This she preferred to loadingtha
memory with long extract-, committed verbatim. 1 bat

they might b ! in this more pro

prepared questions, on the most interesting i>^fc>ns « i

cient and modern history; particularly, Asiaric, Roman,
English, a id biblical history. Th - re expected

their general knowledge
^ut without committing the answers to memory. 81m
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and often a consideraale part of it in writing

letters* to her absent friends. In these she

was grave or gay as the subject required. In

writing letters of consolation, to persons in

affliction, she excelled. In o'her cases, where
fancy was admissible, the sprightliness of her
imagination, gave a brilliancy to trifles, which
imparted to them an interest of which they

seemed scarcely susceptible. With a few ex-

ceptions she declined all visits in the day, as

destructive of her plans for making every hour
turn to the best account. When the business

of the day was ended, she indulged her social

habits. The number of books she read, was
astonishingly great, and her memory uncom-
monly strong, in retaining the substance of

their contents. She con Id recite nearly the

whole of Young's Night Thoughts, without
;>ook. Psalm and Prayer bookb, were to her

unnecessary; for their contents wereimprinted
in her mind. With the Holy Scriptures she

intimately acquainted, and could readily

quote, or turn to any text, or passage, bc^

on any present subject of conversation. The
til and Greek classics, she had read in tians-

very early period, liy catching

from her brother, by studying occasionally m^
ii grammar, and books; and by the aid of

ait accurate knowledge of the French language,

and the general principles of grammar, as ap-

l«-li beVii^irr •

i »:,> of ill. -.

lit r text L>K>k, nt examining her children,

0t y\.< n ai wdrki.
* i'w: \, V< \ 1

3*
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plied lo the English and French languages, she
laid such a foundation, that when she became
the mother of children, for their sakes she ran

over the Latin and Greek classics, in the short

method recomn -ended by Mr. Locke, so as to

make her a profitable instructor to them, in

these languages. With the same views, she
began, and to a considerable extent prosecuted
the study of botany. From the same versatility

of genius, and habits of industry, after she was
married, she read with attention, most of the

practical writers on medicine, that arc usually

pat into the hands of medical students; and
studied with particular interest, such of them,
as treat of the diseases of women and children.

In times of general sickness,when her husband
was full of business, she frequently shortened
his labors in studying cases of peculiar diffi-

culty, by running over Ids books, and finding

similar cases; and collecting in one view, for

his inspection, the opinions and practice of

standard medical authors, on diseases of the

same nature. She was familiar with most of

the modern works of genius, taste, and imag-
ination, written in ihe English and French lan-

guage and enjoyed them. In solid learning,

she was not deficient. Locke's Essay on the

Human Understanding, Watts's Logic, Im-
provement of the Mind, Philosophical Essays,

and other works of science, were the studies of

her youth. To these, as she gr«^r up, she

added natural and civil history, biography,

astronomy, chronulogy, philosophy, voyages,

travels, Uc. In divinity, she read mucn
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what was practical, but rarely looked into any
thing that was controversy. A few funda-

mental doctrines such as free salvation, by the

atoning sacrifice of the coequal Son of God, and
sanctification by the Spirit, she considered as

essential, and worth contending for; but dis-

putes on minor, unessential points, she consid-

ered as injurious to peace, harmony, and the

best interests of religion, and would not waste
her time in studying them, any farther than

making up her opinion on particular points,

irom what appeared to her own mind, to be re-

vealed in the word of God. If that was silent,

or did not decide for or against any opinion or

practice, she took no further pains in its inves-

tigation. Though she highly delighted in the

effusion of genius, and elegancies of fine

writing, she found great profit and pleasure in

reading the plain, but substantial, practical

works of some of the old divines, of the sev-

enteenth, and early periods of the eighteenth
century. Baxter, Flavel, Boston, Owen, Allen,

Drelincourt, Henry, Burkitt, Watts, and Dod-
dridge, and some others of the same stamp,
were her favorite authors. These she read

with attention, and underscored with a pencil

such passages as were most interesting. From
Henry's Exposition of the Scriptures, she
made considerable transcripts, which have

I

found in packets oi" her writing. She felt a

particular interest in the prosperity of a fa

in Charleston, descended from the famous
Thomas Boston, of Fttiick, in Scotland, author
of a book, entitled, "The Crook in t

1
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Sovereignty and Wisdom ol t* e

affliction! of man;" trot,

1 vc (I niTich COI

Owen on Indw <i Fkurel 01 P

dence»and on keeping i he 1 1

telly read. Among her pa pel's :i;ib been found an

abridgement ol the lasi mentioned work, made
by hersell, and written with her own hand.*

* A B I

To k. !p tl • I

v huh disorder* il

,

fits ;t for a life <

of tic

exammaUGCMi of ilic fi *i •

unioiog hou
!)et|) hanvi

a ><1 heart evils.

;3d. Baro<
t\ in}: gi an : when >in li

The imposi

.

'

ma, v. hereby the hearl •

5th. A constant, hot] our own 1

ad
A retltzmt; feme of Gi " n,u a

aiv. :\\ B I efo

To keep the befit, is h k, and
the jno>t important \w»ik: tl.»

- on; tin beaut) of

of Oil!

ity in the !

dent on oar caic aud uj ct lily, in !:•

1st !

andinjg in the <i<-t •

3d. l

3d. It ie fino of tl



.s. ha:.isav. 33

From this strict discipline of the heart ol>.

uined by the moans before mentioned consc-

5th. Acquaintance with the heart, furnishes a foul
matter for prayer.

By keeping the heart, the (iecayed power of religion,

will bs recovered .»

7ih. By diligently keeping the heart, ve shall pre-

vent, aud remove scandals and Unmixing blocks out of the

world.

8th. A heart well kept, will fit us for any condition, God
- into, or any service he hath to use us in.

(Jth. Diligently to keep the heart would exceedingly
sweetcn the communion ot saints.

1 Oth. By keeping the heart, the comforts of the Spirit, and
precious influences of all ordinances v>ould he fixed, and
much longer preserved on the soul than they now are.

Look over these ten special benefits; w eigh them in a
just balance. Ai< ^i matters? la it a small thing
to have thy weak understanding assisted: thine endaoj
soul antidoted; thy sincerity chared: thy communion with

iii%e the di

1 als remov-
ed; the communi

<l ibe influences of ordinances, abidi souls of

. < lv it ia a great duty to keep the heart with all

nee.

Special means for keejring tJte ket

• hath
with

the wold OfGod, \. hicfe i I sin.

9d (ally

p them with I

of plunging iota

4th. Caivi illy iibjcnc the heart's first declensioni from

I

I

<!
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qucnces resulted « hich v m
Iii attendance on tlie comn

6th. Habituate tin heart to on, if tliou

it lre< d from bast

Woi i

groaning ami weeping ii uride,

earthliness, and vanity of their h

bling over the experienced d< i

srgoi t the heart to be upright and h

rer th) otln r g-ifts and abUiti

-d ( iod Id D< \. r l( ;iu thee m.d
I -, and burdens, if he intended not tin n A I

1

thereby.

3d. (jo<! m ill shortly put a blessed end to nil

troubles, cares and watching. The time is coming when
th\ heart shall be as ih t, when thou shaft

be discharged of all i, i , and sorrows, and
never cry out, Oh my hard, my proud, my vain, my earth-

ly heart any more. When all darkness shall

thy understanding, and thou shalt clear)] discover all

truths in (>o<l. that crystal ocean of truth, when all vanity,

shall be purged out of thy thoughts, and they be ev<

illy entertained and exi

lhat luprem . and infinite excellency of Gos||

shorn they shall never start any more, like a broken
how. And as forth)

|

on, eartbliness, and all

ther matters < t thj coi iplainl si d trouble, it shall be
s; id of then,. ltd still, and

set tl.' < iod. Th< -( i*orruptions tl

t rer:

I put on the li; hi, not to fight, bul to

i
h in.

d, a ben th
"

• h°w

. < I i tins

b .d\ of sin and d<

p the heartf
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religious exercises, the subject of these me-
moirs seldom had any wandering iboMg

meet God in duty. Oh my soul, leave trifling; now be cora-

watchful, a ihUisnoooi k.; a is

• <>rk, soil work, eternity work. Pauses while, upon
thy sins, wants at.d tro - thy thoughts

the e, b ibre thou address thyself to
'

L2d. H I :hy Ik art by previous me:!ii

lard upon i!i

.3d. Beg '

w'dl be more

If thou wouldest keep thy heart fro

1 ize to lh\ self by faith, tiie holy ami
< nee of God, in duties.

5th. Maintains praying frame of heart in the intervals

Of (I:,

6th. BndesTorl ise thy affections to Goa\
in duty, if thou wouidst have thy di ired.

7th. Ifoorn over the matter to God, and call in i

a>:ce from h

hili. m the success, and of thv du-
ties, si ding upon the keeping of tin

\\ with God in th<

a great diseorery of tl

or b) p mi find them i

10th. It will b • of special u

-lnei.ee ail th

thine eternity.

little

•I to fix in nix i .

shore • hem, to hv

to mj os ii :
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What was begun with a view to religious im-
provement, extended to other matters.

habit she acquired such complete com?;
over her thoughts, that she could fix then

an act of her will on science or bu&ines

well as on religion, so as to confine them to

their proper object for the time without inter-

ruption.

In discharging relative duties, IVIrs. Ram-
say was exemplary. As a child, she had i

high opinion of parental authority; and to it

she conceived herself as owing implicit obedi-

ence in every case not plainly inconsistent

with the duty due to her God. It was thei

fore a standing order to her servants, without

a moment's delay, and without announcing the

circumstance, to call her, not only from busi-

ness, but from her most private retirement

Iliad gained sonic power. Oh hold thou me u\r, watch fbi

me, and so thai] 1 be safe. Oh k( ep me from Bin, or remove
me from the land of tinning. Oh thou, Avho searches! the

heart, Hnd tries! the reii
, thou knoweel that sin is my

greatest burden; and y l fall into it; so thai

sometime* I am ready to despair, and my BOid is filled with

the anguish of remorse and r and yet I am not

sored. fOh sweet Jesus, help. on friend of sin

I know that it is an evil, hi d a bitter thing to depart from

God; i
elp hut

thou, Oh Christ; trembling 1 come to th«

d: yet: to whom ' 'he.
,
who

Hlm.c hat pardon I ft wretch, Midi a

I, such a daily, hourly offender as I .

"Loid, my handshang down from faintnesa in thewj

dutv, and nrj ftmely in the path of holiness. Oh,

iver me from every weight, eapecialb

uw n ' besetting sin; that so neither any bidden

iniquity nor presumptuous trausgre^

miuiou over me."
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whensoever her father called for her services.

had no scruple of doing that for him on
Sundays, ahout which she had sciuples of do-

ing for herself. She reasoned thus: "Chil-

dren, obey you parents in all things, for this is

well pleasing to the Lord," Col. iii, 20; is a di-

vine command The same authority which
enacted the fourth commandment also enact-

ed the fifth, and the minor duty should yield

to the major. Never was there a daughter
more devoted, attached, and obedient to her

parent than she was; and her conduct flowed,

not from instinct, accident, or example, but

from principle. In the same manner she had
determined what were her conjugal duties.

She was well acquainted with the plausible

mings of modern theorists, who contend

for the equality of the sexes; and tew females

could support their claims to that equality on

better grounds than she might advance; but
she yielded all pretensions on this score, in

conformity to the positive declarations of holy

writ, of which the following were full to the

point, and in her opinion outweighed whole
of hum in reasoning. "In sorrow,

thou shalt bring forth children, and thy desire

shall be to thy husband, and lie shall rule over

thee,'
4 Gen. iii, 16. "Wives, submit your-
> unto your own husbands as unto the

Lord. For the husband i^ id of the

wife, Christ is the head of the church;
and he is the Savior of the body. Therefore,
as the church is subject unto Christ, so let the

( be to their own husbands in every thin

4
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Eph. v. 22, 23, ^4. In practice, as well as the-

i
^hc acknowledged the dependent, subor-

dinate condition of ; and considered it

as a pan of the curse denounced on Eve, as

being "the first in the ; ision," 1 Tim.
ii, 13, 14. The most self denying dutic

the coujugal relations being thus established

on a divine foundation, and illustrated by those
peculiar doctrines of revelation on which she
hung all her hopes, the other duties followed
by a easy train of reasoning, and were affec-

tionately performed. In this manner, the sub-

ject of these memoirs used her Bible as a sys-

tem of practical ethics, from which she acquir-

ed a knowledge of her true station, and also

deduced such excellent rules of conduct in

life, as might be expected from correct princi-

ples.* As a parent who had brought chil-

*To illustrate this in detail, might excite a smile. Suf-

fice it therefore to observe in general, thai -onings,

from Scripture, on the condition and duties of wiret

not imposed or even suggested to the subject of these me-
moirs. They were entirely her own; and had such a practi-

cal influence on her opinions, that she n-ccivcd the attentions

ofher husband as favors, and wai in the habit of subscribine

herself in letters to him his "obliged and grateful wife.

These seed ideas expanded into principles of action, which
Ted her to make all her conduct subser\ient to her hus-

band's happiness. To this cud she gave up <*\<rv separate

scheme, and identified her views and pursuits with bis, and
arranged all her domestic concerns, so as most effectually to

promote his comfort, anticipated his wishes, alleviated his

cares, cliargod herself with the education of her children,

the management of her servants and family affairs, so as to

leave for him little else to do than to follow the bent of his

own inclinations, with as complete exemption from the bur-

dew of domestic cares as was possible; and in addition assist-
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dren into a world cf sin and misery, without

their consent, she considered herself as bound
in common justice, 10 do every thing in bci

power for their comfort in passing through it.

She thought no pains too great, no sacrifices

too hard, provided her children were advanced
by them. In addition to her steady attention

fo their education, she exerted herself to keep
them constantly in good humor; gave them
every indulgence compatible with their best

interests; partook with them in their sports;

and in various ways amused their solitary

hours so as often to drop the mother in the

companion and friend; took a lively interest

in all their concerns, and made every practica-

ble exertion for their benefit. From the Bible

she was taught, "Fathers, provoke not \oui

children to anger, lest they be discouraged,"
Col. iii, 2i. On this text she often conn.,

ed verbally, and every day practically. From
it she drew several rules of conduct in her be-

havior toward her children* As a child]

ed Iii i In his professional labors

I.Ike her I A mori tknn
'iii-siu the twenty-four, sheslept r«

,'iily that the Mil d her. Hie was
fore, die fir^t to receive j<ml'<

boon Dotted to repo*
formal

irere attended \. irh th<- least possible ir oonTenii
her husband. In oopyingfor him,

of authors, anj Bubjeol on which he
< '1 her aid, ^ln- short loot* Such
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was for implicit obedience, but i\s n mo
was very moderate iti

lights, and ; foich •

strict education, every tl ing which might
"provoke her children to anger." Undi i

general head she considered as forbi

necessary severity, sarcasms and all lain

harsh, unkind language; overhearing conduct,

high toned claims of superiority; caprici

or whimsical exertions of authority, and sev-

eral other particulars, calculated to irritate

children or fill them with terror. On the oth-

er hand, she considered parents as required

by this precept to curb their own tempers; to

bridle their passions; to make proper allow-

ances for indiscretions and follies of youth;

and to behave toward their offsprings in the

most conciliatory manner, so as to secure their

love and affections on the score of gratitude.

These and several other rules of conduct in

the discharge of relative duties were not taken

up at random, but derived from reason and re-

flection, and especially from an attentive

|ideration of the preceptive part ol the word
<i God. Happy would it be loi ii ail

its members used their Bibles for similar pur-

poses.

The reader will by this lime i

informed that a person so industrious

ne**, with such moderate views of worldlj

Kwnient, and so devoted to Ciod and active

. would be crow ned with a U

)i tion of temporal bn

opt alw ays >
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ty and adversity alternated. Good and evil

followed each other in succession. For sever-

al of the last years of her life, in addition to

long continued and frequent attacks of painful

disease, sufficient to have laid by a less active

person, she had to struggle with restricted cir-

cumstances. From several unpropitious
events, perplexing embarrassments resulted.*

From whatever source they originated, the

subject of these memoirs had no agency in

producing them, nor any ground for self re-

proach as being in any way accessory i f > them.
The battle is not always to the strong, no: 1

v •Nearly the whole of Mrs. Ramsay's paternal estate eon-

of unproductive Georgia land-, which, from the
tied fta

of her life would e were
hoi paid tor. The Me part of 1

yean it was in ii p . produced nothing but su

The b.ilk of the residue, though •aid in th

1793, I ilial the sum originally due
•liars, instead of being lessened by paj-

i,had in the course of the last thin

I

1 verb .1 c.»iii : :iot forth*
1

which still
•

d unproductive. Two h

oded to h

burnt in the

liicll BtJH I

unproductive; and in ad

unpletiog ti
• ial, have bkherto produced no inco

I
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race to the swift) i

suits of life invariably the effi ct of indu

f-conomy, and moderation ii

spccting these things there is an pi

Provident >r the intei

tion of health) the power to g

wealth conies from God. The subject oftl

memoirs was neither the first nor the 1 >

the favorites of Christ whom he has led to

heaven otherwise than by a path stri

Bowers* God does not always sufFer his chil-

dren to pass through life without afflia

sorrows, lest they should forget that this is

their abiding city; lest their desires after the

heavenly inheritance should be copied of

tinguished. These apparent evils have a cer-

tain, though to us a secret connexion with our
future and most important des

are necessary links in the chain condui

from earth to heaven, and make us quit

eager grasp of the one, and fix our affecti

on the other. The stoi ms of ad\

life, wil) make us enjoy, with a higher relish,

the unclouded serenity of that which is to

come. In her case, the result, though painful

to her feelings, was highly favorable •

provement in the Christian virtues ol pali<

and resignation. No doubt exists ol her now
wearing a blighter crown, and enjoyii

greater harvest ol happhu
having borne her reverses of fortune, and also

long continued painful disc.

out murmuring, but with cheerfulness, [v.

rsity, she was
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;cssc(], unre pining, submissive satisfied

Christian she liacl been in tht flays of her

health artd prosperity, and contented

wilh nothing but her heart. Her maxim
not to complain of God, but to God. To him
she went with all her burdens and cares, and
sweetly reposed on his Almighty arm. Her
unabated confidence in her Maker; her uncon-
ditional submission and cheerful resignation,

to his will, took away from adversity its gloom
and threw over it a cheerful light. The work-
ings of her mind, under these pressures, as

recorded in her manuscripts, prove her high
attainments in the Christian life, and were
probably one cause of them. In all her dis-

tresses, the burden of sin lay heavier on her
mind than the burden ot outward troubles*

was much more reconciled to death as

closing the scene of her sinning, than that of

Buffering. She found great satisfaction in

r< i'.ding Drelincourt on Death, and Watts'*
Id to Come. Shortly before her last sick-

ness?, she brought to her husband and request-
ed him to read a speech delivered a hundred

5 ago at the grave of a pious person by the

Rev. Mr. r?eier Surry, which is preserved in

the S I pi Watts's World to Come. In

it she had underscored the following senti-

ments as expressive of her feelings, wit.

I to the contemplated approach!
.cnt of her body t<> the grave, and its Cou-

nt dissolution therein. "VVedo for our?

our dearly beloved in the
'

ce, O grave, and readilj
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liver up her body to thec. It is a body that

hath been weakened and wearied with long af-

fliction and anguish; we freely give it ui.io

thee; receive it, and let it have in thee a quiet

rest from all its labors; for thus we read it

written of thec, 4Therc the wicked cease from
troubling, and there the weary are at rest.'

"But we know thee, O grave, to be also a

devourer, and yc, we can freely deliver up the

body unto thee. There was in it a contracted

corruptibility, dishonor, and weakness; take
them as thy proper prey; they belong to thec,

and we would not withhold them from thee.

Freely swallow them up for ever, that they

may appear no more.
k -Yet, know, O grave, that there is in the

body, considered as once united to such a soul,

a divine relation to the Lord of life, and this

thou must not, thou canst not dissolve nor di-

stroy. But know, and even before thee, and
ever thee be it spoken, thai there is a reason

hastening wherein we shall expect it again

from thec in incorruption, honor and power.

"We now sow it unto thee in dishonor; but
expect it again returned from thee in glory.

AVe now sow it unto thee in weakness; we ex-

pect it again in power. We now sow it unto

thee a natural body; we look for it again from
ihee a spiritual body."

The life of Miss Carter was one of the last

books Mrs. Ramsay read; and she indulged

the pleasing anticipation of speedily forming

an acquaintance with a woman of her fervent

piety and great attainments. But of all the in-
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of heaven, she longed most for the

uaintance of Dr. Watts, "whose divine songs,

most of which she had cominHied to memory,
administered much to her comfort by

if and by day.

From the first moment of her last sicknc&s

ad a presentiment that she would not

Vive it. This gave her no al She made
preparations for, and arrangi d the circumstan-
ces of her funeral, with the same calmness
and self possession she would have done in the

days of her best health, when preparing for a

journey or voyage. She directed that her fu-

neral should be private; her coffin plain and
without a plate; that Dr. Holiinshead should

perform his ministerial duties on the occasion

in her own house, before a few of her most par-

ticular fiiends. Her coffin was accordingly

made of Carolina cedar. After she had given
these directions) her disease seemed to yield;

but she insisted that her feelings convinced her

to the contrary. She suffered grievous pains

in sundry periods of her last illness. To as

,, porting under them she del

nifold sin- procuring

|

, not 1 n ho ha\ I) sinned,

tly suhmi . \\ hich 1

J me?
io last cL;
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from a collection of hymns presented to her by
the countess of Huntingdon, to be read to her.

When languor ai d 'ivadc

This trembling house of day,
eet to look beyond our cage.

And long to fly away.

8weet to look inward and attend
The whispers of his 1<>

t to look upward to the place
Where Jesus dwells above.

Sweet t'> look back and see my name
In life's fair book set down;
Sweet to look forward and behold
Eternal joy9 my own.

Sweet to reflect how grace divine

My sins on Jesus laid;

Sweet to remember that his blood

My debt of suff'ring paid.

Sweet in his righteousness to stand,

Width saves from second death;

Sweet to experience day by day,

His Spirit's uuick'uing breath.

Sweet on his faithfulness to rest,

AVho^e lOTe can never end;

Direct on his covenant of grace
For all things to depend.

Sweet in the confidence of faith

To trust his firm deer.

Sweet to lie passive in his hands
And know no will but his.

If . !; Bams,
What must the fountain l**,

Where saints and angels draw th<

Immediately from Tli

She repeated the two last lines of every verse

with eyes directed to heaven, as expressive of

their coincidence with her views. She had fre-

quently, in the course of her sickness, given

animated exhortations to
vhcr children and oth-
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ers to make choice of God for their portion,

and also particular directions how to manage

the family after she was gone. About four

o'clock, p.m. June 10th, 181 1, she asked her

husband and children if they were willing to

her up. They evaded the question; but

she in direct terms informed them that she had

sometimes felt a repugnance to death on their

accounts, but assured them that God had now
made her entirely willing to give them all up;

and in about an hour after expired.

APPENDIX No. I.

LETfERS FROM HENRY LAURENS TO MARTHA
LAURENS.
Pliiladelphia, August 18, 1771.

MY dearest. Patsy, remember my precepts, be

dutiful, kind, and good to your aunt; learn to

prevent all her wibhes and commands; you can

do so if you please. God has blessed you w it!i

sufficient abilities. Let all your reading, your
study, and your practice tend to make you a

-wise and a virtuous woman, rather than a fine

lady; the former character always comprehends
the latter; but the modern fine lady, according
to common acceptation, is too often found to

be deficient both in wisdom and virtue. Strive

then, my dearest girl, to be virtuous, dutiful,

affable, courteous, modest; and be assured that

you will become a fine lady. Set God before
your eyes my dear child; pray to him; place
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your whole confidence in him; and strive to do
his will; so shall you never be dismayed.

FROM THE SAME TO TBI SA

miter, JMtg is, irri

MY DKAH IWTSY,

I HAVE recollected your request for a pair

of globes; therefore, I have wrote to Mr. Grubb
to ship a pair of the best eighteen inch, with

caps and a book of directions, and to add a case

of neat instruments, and one dozen Middleton's

best pencils, marked M. L. directed to your
uncle, who will deliver them to you. When
you are measuring the* surface of this world,

remember you are to act a part on it, and
think of a plumb pudding* and other domestic
duties.

FROM THE SAME TO THE SAME.
Charleston, S. C. Feb, -

MY DEAR DAUGHIER,
WHEN 1 look around me and behold increas-

ing preparations for civil war; every man seem-
ing bent and determined to carry those prepar-

ations into execution to the last extremity;

when, therefore, I consider our estates in this

cou try as being on the very precipice of

bankruptcy, how can I forbear lamenting, what
Will become of my dear sister, what will be-

come of my dear Patsy and Polly in case of

* The pleasantry about the plumb pudding, had its effect.

Laurens made pudding before she began to make
, and profited by the hint, thai the knowl-

edge of h(T ; , t s as much a part Of female 6t

Ige of geography. Editor.
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my brother's death. Not only tears, but irre-

sistible groans accompany this afflicting in-

quiry; after a moment's pain, I console myself

by this reply; *God will take care of them,

that God who led your ancestors through a

cruel persecution, and through a wilderness a

hundred years ago, and you through ten thou-

sand dangers, will not forsake your sister nor

your children. Your brother will do well, and

be made the guardian of your fatherless chil-

dren after you are slaughtered." My <Var child,

I could fill pages with accounts of causes for

lamentation; but alas, what good fruit would
such accounts produce; I will not grieve your
young heart by a recital of afflictions which are

the portion of age, and which I ought to bear
alone. Nevertheless, it is my duty to warn
you again, as I did in my last letter, to prepare
yourself for a reverse of foitunc, prepare for

the trial of earning your daily bread by daily

labor. This, whether it be matter of affliction,

whether it be a subject for grief or not, will

according to present appearances be your por-
tion. My love for you constrains me to give
you timely notice. I have done so with an
aching heart and overflowing eyes. Metbinks
I hear you reply, "but, my dear papa, why will

you make a sacrifice of your fortune, and haz-
ard the happiness of your children; labor day
and night to earn poverty for yourself and
them." I answer briefly, "It ii the will of
God that it should be so, and he gives me res-
olution to concur in and to submit to his \

act your part well my dc
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and all things wilj work together for your
i. I would proceed, and advise you how
ct, but you are in a'.i excellent school.

You learn your duty every day from sensible

pious friends. Follow their counsel and
you will be happy.

What money 1 now have in England, is de-
voted to the service of your uncle, aunt, our
brothers, jourself, and sister. I do not know
that I shall ever be able to add one penny to

that small stock. It will be wisdom, it will be
piety and a proof of gratitude in your elder
brother and you, to consume as little as pos-
sible, in order that there may be more for the
service of your dear uncle and aunt, and for

the little ones who cannot help themselves. It

would please me, it would rejoice me, to hear

that you had cheerfully entered upon your new
scene of life; that you earned as much every
day by your needle, as would pay your daily

expenses.

It is melancholy to see the abuse of many
good houses in this town, which are now made
barracks for the country militia, who strip the

paper hangings, chop wood upon parlor floors,

and do a thousand such improper acts; but

alas, they are still good enough for burning.

We are assured, that if the king's ships and
troops cannot easily conquer the town, they

will burn it; and we know if they do conquer
it, there arc men here determined to put the

torch with their own hands, and to leave them
no slicker, nor any cover for those who would
join them.
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FROM THE SAME TO THE SAME.
Charieston, S. C. .March 14, 1776.

MY DEAR CHILD,

THE men of war at Georgia, have swept Mr«
Arthur Middleton's plantation upon Savannah
river, of about sixty-five negroes. Wright's
Savannah is within three or four miles of it;

probably some solitary escaping man may come
•within two or three days, to inform mc of like

mischiefs done there, and at Altamaha, by
those Sabeans and Chaldeans.* Be it so, 1 will

still say, "Blessed be the name of the Lord."

?ROM THE SAME TO THE SAME.
Charleston, ft C. March H,

MY DE*R CHILD,

THE sound of war increases, and the danger
seems to be drawing nearer and nearer. It

appears now beyond doubt that the administra-

tion are determined to try the issue of another
year's persecution. We must expect a .

very soon. In these circumstances, every

man here holds his life by the most precarious

tenure; and our friends abroad should prepare
themselves for learning that we arc nuniL

among the dead.

FROM TITE SAME TO THE SAM

MY DEAR DAUCill!

Iv brother will tell you a great deal of

American news, and particularly <

vvc have had from enemies who talke !

ing less than eating us up. The coir,
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in th( ,s, that they would break fa

Sullivan's Island; dine at Fort Johnson; and sup
in Charleston. Charity, therefore, would in-

cline us to admit that Sir Peter's coming
against us with so formidable a power, as two
ships of fifty guns each; four of twenty-eight;
one of twenty-six; one of twenty, and a bomb-
ketch, might have been from motives of mercy.
It might have been thought that we should

be frightened into submission, without spilling

blood; but the battle is not always to the strong.

All the mischiefs which have happened, and
all that shall still happen to the contending
parties, are to be charged to wicked and fool-

ish counsellors. I pray God to raise up wiser

and better men, who n ay devise means for ef-

fecting a friendly intercourse between Great
Britain and these now " United, free, and in-

dependent states," and for promoting the mu-
tual happiness of both parties. It is not im-
possible, but that the separation, lately an-

nounced, may produce great benefit to both.

1 am persuaded you will not give offence to

any body, by interposing your opinions con-

cerning these matters; to relate to you what
happened] cannot be amiss, which is all 1

in You will in silence Bubmit the future

progress and final determination to the

r of that superintending Being, who L

- ice in his hand; who never

to help those who confiJc in him and do

:, w 'no hath set bounds to the bared ai m of

mightiest monarch on earth, as he hath to

the seemingly irresistible power ei the ocs ttn.
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"Hitherto shalt thou come, and here shall

thy proud waves be staid." Your part will

be to join with the sons and daughters of piety,

and pray incessantly for peace. Peace to all

the world, especially to the country in which
you reside; and that to which you more par-

ticularly belong; and you will lament that

your father's unhappy lot tc be engaged in

war, in civil war, God's severest scourge up-
on mankind.

I have no doubt, my dear daughter, but

you will take every advantage which the coun-
try you are in affords for the improvement of

your mind and your address. The latti

of more importance to a lady than is some-
times thought; to you in particular your
friends should recommend it. God l..

through what scenes you are to pass. Jf, in-

stead of affluence, of which you J..

prospect, and to which you have still a just

, if servitude is to be your portion, qual-
ourself for an upper pi. r net ser-

vitudc, encounter it if it shall be m
with a spirit becoming a woman of u

and a pious heart; a woman who has not been
afu ctedly nor : ous. It i

, my dear to re| -Jl be your wisdom
ten to this alarm. Tin -arc

C hhs been much talk t'

• danders, who
and* r as-

ion of our farms,
id town i and

Hanoi
. troops havt
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been bought by similar promises, and no doubt
* of them will fi^ht strong for the spoil.

Negro slaves and barbarous Indians Lave been
taught to exclaim, "down with the Americans,
and their estates will be free plunder." Thus
cruelly b( set, howbeit, my heart neither Lils

nor misgives me; I see it my duly to guard
against every t:»ing which may happen, and to

sound repeated warnings to those who arc

clearer to me, and of more value to the world,

than my life.

You will take care of my Polly too. I need
not tell you to be dutiful to your uncle and
aunt; to love and reverence them as tender

parents. They may bo reduced to very g
straits. There my heart is most wrung; but

I must forbear; the subject overpowers me;
God in whom I trust, will protect you all.

Adieu, my dear daughter, write as oiten as

you can, and in some measure lessen the anx-

iety which arises from the uncertainty of your

being restored to your faithful friend, your af-

fectionate father, Henry Laurj

APPENDIX No. II.

RELIGIOUS BXBRCIS1 B.

Thursday, Dec. 23, 1T73.

BEING THIS DAY FOURTEEN YEARS AND BE

WKfc.KS OLD.

I DO this day, after full consideration, and se-

rious deliberation, and after earnest prayer for
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the assistance of Divine Grace, resolve to sur-

render and devote my youth, my strength, my
soul, with all I have, and all I am, to the ser-

vice of that great and good God, who has pie-

served and kept me all my life until now, and
who in infinite compassion has given me to

see the folly of my ways, and by faiih to lay

hold on a dear Redeemer, and obtain peace to

my soul through his precious blood.

INI art ha Laurens.

A SELF DEDICATION AND SOLEMN COVENANT
WITH GOD.

ETERNAL and unchangeable Jehovah! Thou
great Creator of heaven and earth! And ador-

able Lord of angels and men, 1 desire, with
the deepest humiliation and abasement of sou]

to fall down at this time in thine awful pres-

B, and earnestly pray that thou wilt pene-
trate my very heart and soul with a suitable

ot thine unutterable and inconceivable
glorit ) mbling may justly lav bold upon
me when I, a sinful worm, presume iu lilt up
my head to thee, presume to appear in thy

sence, on such an occasio
this.

Who am 1, Oh Lord God, or what is my
What i^ my nature or descent] my

racter and desert, that I should speak
and desire t

j
be one partj in a

\ where then;, tl.e King of kings and
: of lords, art the other, 1 blush and am
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But, Oh Lord, great as is thy majesty, so als.j

is thy mercy. If thou wilt hold converse with

any of thy creatures, thy superlatively exalted

nature, must stoop, must sloop infinitely Kowf

and I know that in and through Jesus the Son
of thy love, thou condescendest to visit sinful

mortals, and to allow their approach to thee,

and their covenant intercourse with thee. Nay,
i know that the scheme and plan is thine own,
and that thou hast graciously sent to propose it

to us; as none untaught by thee would have

been able to form it, or inclined to embrace it

even when actually proposed. To thee, there-

fore, do I now come, invited by the name of thy

Son, and trusting in his righteousness and

grate; laying myself at thy feet with shame
and confusion of face, ar.:l smiting upon my
breast, I say with the humble publican, * k (i<nl

be merciful to me a sinner/1
1 acknowledge;

Lord, I have been a great transgressor. My
sins have reached unto heaven, and mine in-

iquities are lifted up unto the skies. The ir-

regular propensities of my corrupt and degen-
erate nature have, in ten thousand a;

instances, wrought to bring forth fruit unto
death. And if thou shouldst be strict to mark
mine offences, 1 must be silent under a load of
guilt, and immediately hink into destine.
13ut thou hast graciously called me to return
unto thee, though I have been a ws
sheep, a prodigal daughter, a backsli
child. Behold therefore, O Lord, 1

to thee. I come, convinced not only of my
sin but of my folly.' I come from i



RELIGIOUS EXERCISES. Qi

heart ashamed of myself, and with sincerity

and humility confess that I have erred exceed-

ingly. I am confounded with the remem-
brance of these things; but be thou merciful to

my unrighteousness, and do not remember
against me my sins and my transgressions.

Permit me, Oh Lord! to bring back unto thee

those powers and faculties, which I have un-
gratefully and sacrilegiously alienated from
thy service, and receive, I beseech thee, thy

poor perverted creature, who is now convinc-

ed of the right thou hast to her, and desires

nothing in the whole earth so much as to be
truly thine! Blessed God! it is with the ut-

most solemnity that I make this surrender of
myself to thee. Hear, Oh heavens! and give
ear, O earth! I avouch the Lord to be my God.
I a\ouch and declare myself this da> , to be one
of his covenant people. Hear, Oh thcu God
of heaven! and record it in the book of thy re-

membrance, that henceforth I am thine, en-
tirely thine. I wculd not merely consecrate
unto thee some of my powers, 01 home of my
possessions, or give thee a certain propouion

y services, or all I am capable cl lor a lim-
ited time; but I would be wholly thine,

thine for ever. From 1 1 ^

i

ronij

'ince all the former lords which have had
inion over me; ever) sin and ever) lust,

and bid in thy nan.i
i cc to the

powers of Hell, which l, v . islly

usurped il

the i ich ibeii

have introduced intuit. The w!
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my nature, all the f of my mind, all the

inembers of my body, would I present before

thee t!iis clay, as a living sacrifice holy and ac-

ceptable unto Ciod, which 1 know to be my
most reasonable service. To thee I consecrate

all my worldly possessions; in thy service I

desire to spend all the remainder of my time
upon earth, and beg thou wouldst instruct and
influence me so that, whether my abode here
be longer or shorter, every year and month,
day and hour, may be used in such a manner
as shall most effectually promote thine honor,

and subserve the scheme of thy wise and gra-

cious providence; and I earnestly pray that

whatever influence thou givest me over oth-

ers, in any of the superior relations of life in

which I may star d, or in consequence of any
peculiar regard which might be paid me, thou

wouldst give me strength and courage to ex-

ert myself to the utmost for thy glory. Re-
solving, not only that 1 will do it myself, but that

all others, s© far as I can rationally and proper-

ly influence them, shall serve the Lord. In tins

course, Oh blessed God! would I steadily per-

severe to the >ery end of my life, earnestly

praying, that every future day of it may svpply
the deficiencies and correct the irregularities

of the former, and that I may, by divine grace,

be enabled, not only to hold on in that happy
way, but daily to grow more active in it.

Nor do I only consecrate all that I am and
have to thy service, but I also most humbly
resign and submit to thy heavenly will, m]
aiid all that I can call mine. I leave, Oh Lord,
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to thy management and direction all I possess

and all I wish; and set every enjoyment and

every interest before thee, to be disposed of,

as thou plcasest. Continue, or remove what

thou hast given me; bestow or refuse, what I

imagine I want, as thou, Lord shalt see good;

and though I dare not say I will never repine,

yet I hope I may venture to say, that I will

labor not only to submit but to acquiesce; not

only to bear what thou doest in thy most afflic-

tive dispensations; but to consent to it, and to

praise thee for it, contentedly resolving, in all

that thou appointest, my will into thine, and

looking on myself as nothing, and on thee, Oh
God! as the great eternal all, whose word ought
to determine every thing, and whose govern-

ment ought to be the joy of the whole ration-

al creation.

Use me, Oh Lord, I beseech thee, as the

instrument of thy glory, and honor me so. far,

as either by doing or suffering what thou

halt appoint, to bring some revenue of praise

to thee, and of benefit to the world in which I

dwell; and may it please thee, Oh my Crea-
tor! from this day forward, to number me
among thy peculiar people, that I may no more
be a stranger and foreigner, but a fellow-citi-

zen with the saints, and of the household of
God. Receive, Oh heavenly Father! thy re-

turning prodigal. Wash me in the blood of
thy clear Son; clothe me with his perfect

righteousness, and sanctify me throughout
by the power of thy Spirit! Destroy; I he-

seech thee, more and more the power of sin
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in my heart! Transform me more into thine

own imagej and fashion me to the resemblance
of Jesus, whom henceforward I would ac-

knowledge as my teacher, and my sacrifice,

my intercessor, and my Lord! Communicate
tome, I beseech thee, all needful influences of
thy purifying, thy cheering, and thy comfort-
ing Spirit; and lift up the light of thy counte-

nance upon me, which will put the sublimest
joy and gladness into my soul.

Dispose my affairs, Oh God! in a manner
which may be most subservient to thy glory

and my own truest happiness; and when I have
done and borne thy will upon earth, call me
from hence at what time, and in what manner
thou plcasest; only grant that in my dying
moments, and the near view of eternity, I may
remember these my engagements to thee, and
may employ my latest breath to thy service;

and do thou, Oh Lord, when thou secst the

agonies of dissolving nature upon mc, remem-
ber this covenant too, even though I should

then be incapable of recollecting it. Look
down, Oh my heavenly Father, with a pitying

eye upon thy languishing, dying child; place

thine everlasting arms underneath me for my
support; put strength and confidence into my
departing spirit, and receive it to the em-
braces of thy everlasting love! Welcome it to

the abodes of them that sleep in Jesus; to

wait with them that glorious day, when thi

last of thy promises to thy covenant people
shall be fulfilled in their triumphant resur-

rection and that abundant entrance, whicfe*
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I be administered to them into that ever-

lasting kingdom, of which thou hast assured

them in thy covenant, and in the hope of

which, I now lay hold of it, desiring to live

and to die as with my hand on that hope!

And when I am thus numbered among the

dead, and all the interests of mortality are over
with me for ever, if this solemn memorial
should chance to fall into the hands of any sur-

viving friends, may it be the means of making
serious impressions on their mind. May
read it not only as my language, but as then-

own; and learn to fear the Lord my God,
and with me to put their trust under the shad-
ow of his wings for time and for eternity; and
may they also learn to adore with me that

grace which inclines our heart to enter into
the covenant, and condescends to admit us in-

to it, when so inclined; ascribing with me and
with all the children of God, to the Father, to

the Son and to the Holy Ghost, that glory,
honor, and praise, which is so justly due to

each divine person for the part he bears in this

illustrious work. Ami
I

'I I am thine, forever thine,

M\ tool doth cleave to thee;
Mi dearest Lord, mine,
I'll have no love but thee.

Henceforth I urn not mine but God's for-
ever. Martha Laurens.

I had fallen, shamefully fallen, and broken
ulcmn covenant engagements in so dread-

ful a m&nntr, that none but he who is holy and
irue, who hath the key of ail who

6
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opcncth and no man shuttcth, could ever have
restored me, but through the unbounded and
-astonishing measures of his grace; I was awa-
kened to a sense of my vileness and ingrati-

tude; made to feel more bitter pangs than ev-
er; ana after much struggling and many in-

treaties from my compassionate Redeemer I

renewed my violated vows in the most solemn
manner, not only privately, but publicly, by
giving up myself to him in the ordinance of
the Holy Supper, before near three hundred
persons at St Werbrough's, December 25,

1775.

Solemnly again, April 7, 1776, and more
solemnly and with more affecting circumstan*
ces than ever, May, 26, 1776.

APPENDIX, No. III.

Bristol, June, lTTft.

A SUrrLICATlON FOR A BELOVED RELATIVE*

MY heart has been rather bowed down to-day,

and through the prevalance of unbelief, I have

a hard struggle to keep from sinking. My
dear aunt's extreme weakness makes me truly

apprehensive on her account; and O, my stub-

born will, it can hardly bear the thoughts of

letting her outstrip me and get to Heaven first!

O, if it should please the Lord to remove her

hence, what a severe stroke will it be to my
loving heart; may he give me grace, if such is

his good pleasure, to lie down, in humble sub-

mission at his feet; but, O my God! if I mar
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plead with thee, and if the earnest wish of my
soul is r.ot contradictory to thy all wise and
gracious providence, which 1 would not for

ten thousand worlds desire to subvert, spare,

O spare her; direct the physicians, herself, and
attendants, and in mercy hear the supplications

of her friends, of me, thine unworthy suppli-

cant. Bless the waters, the change of air, or

whatever she shall be ordered; without thy

blessing, nothing will avail; therefore by hum-
ble and diligent prayer would I seek it, in the

name and for the merits of my dear Redeemer.
In thy hands are the issues of life and death;

thou canst bring back again from the gates of

the grave, canst say to the violence of disease,

hitherto shalt thou go and no further; and with
one powerful word, canst recruit exhausted
nature, and give new strength and vigor. I

well know that thou art able, and as fully am I

conxinced that thou art willing to grant this

petition, if it will be for the good of thine

bcr affectionate friends;

therefore, with the most steady faith, I d<

to pray, and without wavering to come unto
the thrcne of grace, if thou docst for roe this

thing, I will i ( e thy love

for ever, if not in the deepest i.flliction,

will I sing unto thee, and amidst surrounding
distress will proclaim thy goodness. O
Lord] be thou with my dear friend; place thine

give her
strength and c< e in thee under all her

i st thy presence unto her in so

tlightfuJ a manner thai she ;
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forget all her pains, and lose all her sorrows
in the enjoyment of thy love; revive her droop-
ing spirits with the cordials of thy grace; wean
her more than ever from the world, and cn-

e to thee the chief and choicest of her af-

fections. Teach me, I pray thee, the way in

which I ought to go; direct me to every ten-

der, kind, and christian action, and assist me
now to shew my gratitude for her unparalleled

goodness to me for so many years, by doing
every thing in my power to serve and comfort
her. Bless also my beloved uncle; sustain

his mind in every time ot trouble, and let not

the sight of his dear sickly wife, prejudice his

own health and increase his disorder; but let

all his care be cast on thee.

A RELIGIOUS EXERCISE AT HOME, WHEN PROV-
IDENTIALLY DISAPPOINTED OF AN OPPORTU-
NITY FOR PUBLIC COMMUNION.

IN the name of the Father, of the Son, and of

the Holy Ghost; O Lord, I am thine by every

tie of nature and of grace; thine by a daily sur-

render; and I desire at this time paiticuiarly

to acknowledge and rejoice in my dependence
on thee; 1 have tasted such an .abundance of

comfort in thy paths, and have found them so

peaceful and so pleasant that it does not ap-

pear to me, that any thing in the world couid

tempt me to leave them; but instead of being

high minded, O my GodI I would fear and

:i over myself with a godly jealousy, lest

the abundance of that consolation
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which thou hast vouchsafed me, I should be fil-

led with vain confidence, slide into carnal se-

curity, and feel sooner than I am aware of, a

declension fiom the ways of grace. Behold,
therefore, O Lord! I come as a beginner in reli-

gion, a babe in Christ, humbly beseeching thee

to forgive all my sins; to pour into my heart the

gift of the Holy Ghost; and to enable me to

abide steadfast in my calling, till thou shall de-

liver me from all danger, and fix me as an im-

moveable fiiliar in thy eternal kingdom. Bind
me to thyself more strongly, Lord than ever;

ratify my vows in Heaven, and seal my pardon

there; this day 1 hoped to have publicly com-
memorated thy love, O sweetest Jesus! and
professed myself the disciple of thy cross; but
since thy providence hath otherwise ordained,

condescend to accept from this, my retired

chamber, the utmost desire of my heart to

praise thee, and devote itself for ever to thy

will. Satisfy the longings of my soul with
that bread of God which is the life of all win;

eat it, and let there be such a spiritual partici-

pation of thy blessed body and blood, that I

may dwell in thee, and thou in me, and that

ing life, I may have it more abundantly-
Show me that thou art an all powerful CJod,

and that where thou art pleased savingly tu

manifest thyself, there is Heaven, there is a
Temple, there an Altar, there divine commun-
iotij and while thy servant in a humble depen-
dence on thy promises) with a bended knee
and v. unite heart waits upon thee, re-

veal thy j
,
and

G*
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Bow her soul with the cleansing and re-

viving streams of thy redeeming grace. Say
unto me "/ am thy Salvation.*

9 Drive doubt
and unbelief away, and banish all my fear;

make me to know that / am thine, and that

nothing shall ever separate me from thy love;

divert me from thy service; or finally prevent
my admission into the realms of unchangeable
iv liciiy. Martha Laurens.

' '
' 6, 1777.

APPENDIX No. IV.

DEVOUT MEDITATIONS.*

I.

SELF ABASEMENT, WITH RESOLUTIONS TO
WALK MORE WORTHILY.

WHAT a poor, lukewarm, unprofitable, un-
worthy disciple am I!

How cold and deficient my duty toward God,
How mingled with sin my charity toward men.
Well may 1 cry out for quickening grace and
plead for sanctificalion. When shaii my light

shine before men, and the Gospel be glorified

by my conduct. Oh how unlike I am the bles-

sed Jesus, my Redeemer and my pattern. His
blessed feet were continually carrying him

• Written in England bj M
luotitli and nineteenth year other particularlj

I
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it to do good, but alas, mine are prone to

wander in the ways of foiiy. I am all self

abasement, and can hardly bear the review of

niy most exemplary da] s. My past life has been

one continued course of impiety, and my most
holy things have been unrighteous. VVnat shall

I say then, or whither shall I flee for mercy,

but to the great atonement; to the blood of the

Redeemer, by which alone I can obtain for-

giveness for the iniquities which I have com-
mitted in thought, word, and deed.

O that from tnis time forward I may be

more zealous in the service of my God, and

walk more worthy the vocation wherewith I

am called; adorning the doctrines of God, my
Sa\ior, in all things, and having my outward
behavior strongly expressive of the inward

of my mind; not making the customs and
mamiers of a corrupt and sinful world the rait

by which I walk; but trying myscf by the

New Testament, the w orda of Jesus, and the

dninely inspired Apostles; and living with a

itant regard to death and judgment. How
. How long is eternity! yet, alas,

is my mind occupied by the tilings of

tune, huu careiebs of the thing! of eternity.

J ,dear Je^us, show thyself with power,
work a great deliverance for me, that 10

thee, 1 may become strong, and have fortitude

to walk contrary to the way ol the world; tft

c up my ciuas ana follow il.ee. An*
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II

A DAY WKLL 1PBX

BLESSED be Cod for this d.iy's entertain-

ment How sweet is the society of lively

christians, when we meet together and spend
the hours, not in idle chit chat about dress or

weather or such unprofitable themes, but in

mutual exhortation and encouragement. How
comfortably have I passed this day. In the

morning I was at the sanctuary, heard the

word of salvation, and sat with pleasure under
the teaching of the Gospel. When I returned,

met with dear fellow members, and adored
together the name of Jesus our Lord. In the

afternoon I visited serious friends, and enter-

ed on the delightful subject, talked of redeem-
ing love and christian me< nd again

ihis evening met with acquaintance of the

same mind, and renew cd the delightful con-

verse, and now at night I have beer, blessed in

my retirement, and had ntargement in

prayer both alone and with i. lit. lean-'

r.ot close a day so distinguished for spiritual

mercies, without holy elevation, without a song
of praise, nor sleep till I have rendered thanks.

Praise the Lord, O my soul, and let all that is

within me praise his holy name. Praise the

Lord, O my soul, and forget not all his bene-

fits. I will praise the Lord while I live; yea,

-uhib' I have any being, I will sing prai.-<

my God. My heart is fixed, O God! my heart

is fixedi and through time end eternity I shall

le thus employed; singing songs of everlasting
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.viumph and ioud hallelujahs to the slain

Lamb, the purchaser of ail our hopes, and
ground of our rejoice. £.

in.

PREPARATION FOR AN HOUR OF TRIAL.

I AM now going into gay, worldly, and, I even
fear that I shall meet with profane company.
O that through grace, I may have courage to

show a becoming spirit, and remembering the

honorable name which I bear, may I not be

ashamed to act as a christian, and to let relig-

ion tincture every word and action. O heav-

enly Father! now shed abroad in my heart thy

Holy Spirit, and let nothing but huliness pro-

ceed out of my mouth. Enable me so to de-

mean myself, that all may take knowledge of

me that 1 have been with Jesus. Let the

law of kindness dwell upon my tongue; and
teach me to discountenance sin in the very-

spirit of humility. Show me the effectual

moments, the proper opportunities lor speak-
fence of the Gospel, for glorilymg the

• of Jesus, and giv< brace
them. Let not th I singularity make
me d \ and
useful part in conversation, keep m

the remembrance of my so 1< . * be
re me, and enable me this day, to

stand last in the cot \ fully

g him bef . Hear me. (J '

pit] on a poor
are.
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IV.

AN ACT OF CONTKITION WITH HOPES OF i

TOKATION TO DIVINE FAVOK.

J HAD fainted 11r.lr.s3 I hud believed to sec

the r-oodncss of the Lord. My feet had well

nigh sli^t, and ' was bowed down with sorrow.
Satan bus distressed me with bis vile sugges-
tions. Doubts and Tears have perplexed me,
and I have been sore oppressed by my corrup-

tions; yet I ..ssionate high

piiest, my merciful Savior who hears me from
the very depths oi though I am now
in darkness, in\es me hope that 1 shall still

see him; that his mercy is not clean gone for

ever; but thai I shall fet rejoice in the Lord,
and go forth with strength, conquering and to

conquer. I now sigh and mourn before him,
because of my transgressions, which have sep-

arated between me and my God. I cry out

with earnestness. How long, () Lord, how long,

When shall I see thee as I have seen thee in

the sanctuary. When shall my prayer be

heard, and I be permitted again to attend thee

in the sanctuary. When wilt thou visit me
•with the gracious visits of thy love. When
shall I enjoy thy glories, thy gracious, thy re-

freshing comforting presence, as I have here-

tofore done when the candle of the Lord shone
bright upon me, and when I lived as it were at

the very gate oi Heaven; yea, even in the bo-

som of my Jesus, which is the very heaven of

heavens; where biiss unspeakable abounds. I

cannot forget these times, these season^ (
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inexpressible rejoicing; and as the thirsty hart

panteth for the reviving stream, so panteth my
soul after thee, even after thee,'the Living God,
who alone can give me comfort, and send mo
relief in this day of trial. Surely it is sin

which has drawn this dreadful veil over my
heart; shut out the cheering rays of his coun-
tenance; grieved the Holy Spirit, and made
my beloved to depart from me, and leave me
thus comfortless. His love is still the same;
but I have changed! I have grown lukewarm
and carele ;den, and wander-
ed in the folly; T have been idle and
have not improved the means of grace. I

been sejf indulgent, and allowed the flesh

nach of its own way. 1 have r,ot been so
watchful as I ought. With shame and confu-
sion of face do I reflect on and contess these*

things; and with the deepest self ubasement
myself at the loot of the cross. I lay my-

self under tlie droppings of the blood of Je-
tus and hardly daring to lookup, I cry, Lord
be merciful to me a sinner, a grievous sinner;

™y crimes are of the deepest dye, and my %ins
lore than scarlet hue; I am the most un-

grateful creature in the whole house; ;et may
t hope for mercy, and still plead the mer-

its of that Sa\ ire so basely injured. I
ffer no argument but the greatness of my

:tent of his love; I know that to

nruizing and unbounded, and therefore, I
not despair, but humbly trust that there is

3* with him, and that 1 shall be again
into communion with my dear Lord,
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and tied so fast to him as to have no pom
depart.

v.

PREPARATION FOR SELF EXAMINATION.

I DESIRE now to try myself; to search my
spirit; and, therefore, I devote this week,
through God's grace, to extraordinary retire-

ment, prayer, fasting and meditation; if so be

that, the Lord will be gracious, and assist mc
in my self examination and devotion, and re-

visit me with his 'free salvation. Without
Christ I can do nothing; I therefore cast my-
self at his feet, and beg him to strengthen and
direct, and so to lead mc through the rugged
road of life, that I may at length obtain the full

fruition of immortal bliss, and be made partak-

er of never ending glory; though now I have

my gloomy fears, and pass through dangerous*

deeps, and dismal snares.

VI.

SENSATIONS OCCASIONED BY THE SIGHT Of

A PICTURE OF THE SAVIOR TAKEN FROM
THE CROSS.

I HAVE seen a picture to-day which made an

amazing impression on my mind; the Sa\ior

taken from the cross. With my bodily eyes, I

looked on the print; with the eye ot" faith, I

id his body mangled, rent, and covered

with a gore of blood for me; the flinty rock

was broken, my hard heart was melted, and

s ot penitence and love were ready to Dow.
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Mv thoughts were solemnized by the sight;

ami I hope that, upon the whole, it has not

been an unprofitable circumstance. Various
arc the ways of grace by which the Savior

touches the heart; and in his hands, and witli

his blessing, the weakest means, produce as-

tonishing good. I wish to have my mind in

such a state as to regard every occurrence in

a christian view, and to let nothing pass with-

out some holy reflection, some pious medita-
May the dear Jesus guide me in the

great work I have undertaken, and bless to

my poor soul every thing that I either see or
>r think of for his mercy's sake.

VH.
LONGING FOR DEATH.

DEATH, where is thy sting? O Grave,
where is ihy victoiy? To me thou hast none.
1 often look forward with impatience to tho
hour when thou shalt set ig to
he touched by thy cold hand; 'us but a li

while since, and I could not bear the thoi

rnity. Now the time seems tedious I

t am detained a prisoner here; sick of the
I, and all its unsatisfactory enjoyments, I

)ften cry 10 my beloved in the longing of de-
Come ouickly, come quickly, for I ,

obe with thee. How slow the minutes roll;

leisurely the hours move, which keep mo
rom my God. "I long for evenim; to undress."
h>nj itly long, for the day of my disso-

ntion, which will deliver my imprisoned soul
its confinement, and leave it free from er-

if clog of flesh and sense. Each change in my
7
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spiritual life increase* this ardent longing
the sky clear, and does the sun shine brij

have I sweet communion with the Savior,

ravishing foretastes of the unutterable, in<

ceivable bliss purchased for me by his bl

and merits? How do I languish for the full

ition of those immortal joys, which are i

bestowed by measure, and pant to behold I

face to face, whom now I see but darkly, e

in my most exalted moments.
Am I drooping under desertion, venting

complaints, because of the absence of

whom my soul loveth. O then, indeed, 1

1

for that blessed time, when sin shall have

its power, and no more separate between
Savior and my soul; when I shall no rr

grieve the Spirit, and provoke him to dep

but shall have done with doubts and fears, \

sins and sorrows, and shall be put into the

possession of heaven and happiness. I shal

victorious over hell and the grave. 1L>\

these comfortable assurances that I shal

happy, and finding all things below but 1

bles, toys, and trifles, I have grown tire

this world, and long to be in a better, t

the world above, where my foreiurner rci

and where I hope ere long to reign with hii

glory.
Hiitc, Lord, and bring me to the day,

When I shall dwell at 1.

Come, O Redeemer, come avaj,
O Jeitis, quick.lv c

Mil.
7HE PLEASURES OF COMMUNION WITH C

HUMILIATION TOR UNWORTHINESS OF Si
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a privilege; resolutions to seek after
its continuance.

SVYLET are the moments spent at the foot of

he cross, whiie there I sit, and sing, and
and love.

I would not exchange one such hour, for ten

;housand years of worldly enjoyment. The
l -t heights of earthly pomp; the honors of

royalty; the treasures of both the Indies; the

adulation oi the multitude; nor health, nor

friends, nor any thing of terrestrial bliss,

though it were to last lor ever, could make me
aappy in the absence of my God, or recom-
pense me for the loss of his favor. But, with
the light of his countenance, and 'he comforts

of his Spirit, having no where to lay my head,

sirk and forlorn, mean and despised, perse-

cuted and deemed, I could rejoice with joy
unspeakable and full of glory. What non-

wouid thia seem to a man of the world;

Dut the believing soul well knows what I say.

-.e who have once tasted tnat the Lord is

gracious, and found refuge from sin and Satan,

in the bleeding wounds oi Jesus, can witness
)L0 this truth, that his love surpasses knowledge,
and is beuer th^n life itself. The c.

ib ali ray glory; the only ground
joicing; by the death o;"the Son of

is purchased lor m
..me, 1 have free access to the throat

ol gruee. I can go and spread before the IV
iiiy wants, and my complaints; tell bin

all n.
; my conflicts, iiiy trials,

tiess;and from the fulness of his

sufficiency of strength for the da



76 RELIGIOUS EXERCISES.

temptation. I can plead his own word.
I

precious promises, and rest secure upon them.
I can ask the influences of his grace, beg the
consolations of the Holy Ghost, and show him
my need of comfort. O, I love to sit at the feed
of Jesus, till my heart melts, and till my -

run down with tears. I love to look on him,
till they grow dim to outward objects, and till

3 am wholly taken up with the things of faith.

Sometimes 1 am so lost in the height, and
breadth, and length, and depth of love immeas-
urable, that 1 seem dead to the world, and have
no thought of any thing in it. I forget the
things of time, and my spirit solaces itself in
the foretastes of eternal joys; but alas, these,

seasons last not long.

Too soon my joys drear,
Too soon my sins hi.

Too soon I find myself grovelling midst the

clods of earth, and the wheels of Jove tinning

heavily. This makes the chains ot sense hate-

ful to me; and nothing gives me pleasure that

does not increase my growth in grace. I hate

all company, all amusements, all business that

diverts my mind from spiritual things, and
draws it from God.

J delight in those means which I have found

most beneficial, and wish to observe every rule

M-hich has a good effect upon my spirit. My
Savior has often been pleased to manifest him-
self in my hours of prayer, and my soul has

been caught up to celestial heights, even to the

throne of God, while 1 was in the lowest pos-

ture of reverence before him. He has olten

met me in my retirements, and made solitude*
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so delightful to me, that I love to remain whole
shut out from the world, lie has gra-

ciously refreshed me at his table, and peculiar-

ly in iii) alter retirement, made himseli known
10 my enraptured soul in such a manner as

words cam I
i b'Ut declare, for it

ie inexprcbbiivi iy to be felt.* Be a<aon-

* "When by often : (j(k1mj be-

uxquent prayer, j. cd-

I devotion, hard
am, he is accus J

.u,ned to

break , 10 warm it

with beams ofcomfortt i

i shed through it

tuud t ^nsol

i

: 1 1 before h
'jiving out to hi

8

affectUm soon roiling back
, and Oriu

tutterabte. Do a

your ow

u

end in tins

iuce/npara

for a

in our cbm •

d to the «

I

'jur modesty Mas
(.ndblunv us tha:

. I which the VQCltf

7*
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ishcd and wonder, O my soul, that thou, the
vilest creature in the world, the very chief c|
sinners, and a hell deserving wretch, snould
ever be able to enjoy such a day, or feel the

transports that thou hast done. Blush that af-

ter this thou hast ever grown cold, lukewarm,
and have even now so much reason to mourn,
because of unbelief and hardness of he.

Be ashamed of thy careless and unchristian

life, and humble thyself in t he presence ot the

Lord because of thy transgression. Call upon
every thing within thee, to exert itselt in the

service ot thy Redeemer, walk more by taith

and less by sight; divest thyself of all unneces-
sary concerns; unlade thyself ot vanity, and

worldly mindeduess; be more frequent and
earnest in prayer, and live, at it were, continu-

ally before the cross; so shall thou feel thyself

renewed in strength) and giving to the Savior

an undivided and sincere heart; he will not

only frequently visit, but even lake up his

abode witn thee, confirming thy love, infcn

ccn never tcstotv, which tie men of the world can never

'1 he preceding extracts, from the fifth sermon in the

volume lately pubfahttti b) the Idv. Dr. Kollock, ar« a<

by the * Mm. li- by the eloquent pr<

er oil (heir v \ peril nee,

in ii pport of his doctrine, u here fully answer-

ed. They - ft is no packed testimony . It

three thou*

•and miles, and is now provideD

I

ht u> light,

when the writer is entirely disinterested in the appla u

mortals, and was written hy her, when th<

trend author, m ho makes the appeal, was either unborn or

not more than one year old, and to him it \*as, and at this

moment is wholly unknown. Vital religion is the same in

clime and age, and among all denominations of

thrisuans.
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\ng thy faith, and carrying thee from one de-

gree of strength to another, till thou art made
perfect in him.

IX.

DISGUST AT FRIVOLOUS CONVERSATION.

HOW disgusting these vain visits to my sin

sick soul. While they examine and talk of

laces, dresses, ornaments, and finery, 1 wish to

converse with the hillocks of mortality, to

know the full meaning of that sentence, klTis
the body of the curse," and remember that wc
should not have needed clothes if sin had not

deformed us, and made covering necessary for

the hiciing ol our shame. Dear Jesus, faithful

friend, when they are telling of the agreeable-

u{ this party, that set, and the other

cements, I long to get away from among
, to sit at thy feet, to hear thy precious

voice and have communion with thee. They
not the import of these words, U

I in them
and thou in me, that they may be made perfect
in one.'

1 They know not the pleasures of the

or the sweetness ol thy love, but fondly
dream of bliss in fleeting enjoyments. They
pursue a shadow and grasp at a phantom. No,

Christ, nothing briuw thyself can satisfy

nmortal soui, or give it content. There
can be no comfort but in thy favor; the whole
circle of worldly delights»will prove themselves
in the end, nought save vuniu; and sooner or
later never tail to gnc their followers, ?e:

lion of spirit.

I

'1 ill we an i\ < * t.

And tread on p !
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X.
'•HI' IN TUli C )M1'VNY OF THE riOUS,

AND IN XH* KXiM.CIATION OF JI K A

I
AND LONOING

TO BE WITH HIM IN HEAVEN.

O MY God! minutes come quickly, but mer-
cies were more swift and quick than they. I

looked for sorrow, and behold joy; for vain

conversation, and behold heavenly society; for

trifling and levity, and behold, reproof, exhor-

tation, and edification* Thus it is that thou

graciously dealest with me, bearing the prayers

of thine unworthy creature, and blessing her

when she least expects it. O how I love the

company of pious souls; and to join in praising

the name ot Jesus; but if this be delightiul,

-e imperfect services so pleasant,

must it be to meet with the blessed society

e, where, without sin, and f;ee from ii

ion and clog, without fetters, and without

. 1 shall join with angels and archan

with all the company of heaven. 1 shall

laud and magnify his giorious name; evermore
praising id saying, Hoiy, h

i urd God oi hosts, the whole heaven is lull of

thy glory; glory be to thee O Lord. How
rating io< tell to listening seraphs,

wonders of redeeming love: and
V> iili transportingjoys recount,
The labors of Uk) I

to rehearse my trials, conflicts, and tempta*
tions, and in harmonious strains,

i the Lumb,
My conquest to his death.

h looks forward with delight to this happy
period, and my soul stretches her wings, sjid
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vishes to be gone. Wo is ine, that I am con-

strained to dwell in Mesech, and have my hab-

itation in the tents of Kedar. O that I had
wings like a dove, for then would I flee to the

haven of eternal rest, to the bosom of my God.
He is altogether lovely, the chief of ten

thousand, fairer than the iairest, and the only

fair.

The fondness of the most enraptured lover,

the tenderness of the dearest friend is perfect

hatred compared with the love of Jesus; all

the ideas that we can form of things sweet,

amiable, and engaging, are mere deformity to

the beauties of Emanuel.*
His winning charms are sufficient to capti-

Yate the most unfeeling breast, and warm the

# "Should there be any true christians, whose own cold

feelings will not suffer them to approve off those rapturous

and ecstatic
;

. . liieh mm€ ire in

tiiis work, said to experience; vet 1 hope, thai there arc

I . or at least, i ;,ot desire to enjoy such
divine favors, and press titer them as their privilege. That

hi has but a slender acquaintance with Emanuel,
who docs not long to know more of his glory, and enjoy

of his lovei Thefe ;.r«- hundreds ot" religions per-

hote conduct in all secular affairs evim
standing; and with respei

s things they solemnly declare thai at times, they
1

i of their interest in the f . , ami
communion with the Father and hi -

Chris! therein with joy unspeakable, and full

3 . Why should such persons be eeoiured by |their

f mid irreligious people
will, DOdoub ni, and affirm that they are

B -.m pfqfefOrt t<» adopt
auch sentiments. On the contrary, let such cool relig:--'

-1 by these instance of holy ferror, to
1 -'• tin- name

| . and pray that the\ mav he
filled ui'h all the f(

Bhrubaole'a ( hristian Memoirs. Thii
il added by the editor.
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coldest heart. Was ever adamant so hare] as

mine, or flint so stubborn? Was ever ice so cold,

or affections so frozen? yet the heavenly Bride-

groom overcomes. His persuasive energy \%

irresistible, and the marks of love graven in

his hands and toet, speak to my inmost .ml.
Jesus, my beloved, thy name gives joy to my
desponding heart, and cheers mydrooping spir-

its; Jesus! harmonious sound. Hie giving word,
again and again will I repeat it with fresh de-

lights, and exult in my knowledge of this

name. Let Heaven and earth re-echo with
the sweet nana of Jesus; and let the hostson
high, and saints below, join hearts and tongues
to celebrate it. Teach me, ye tuning seraphs,

ye cherubim, ye ;.ngeis near the throne, ye
martyrs, ye eminently pious, who, having es-

caped the pollutions of the world, and through
the blood of the Lamb, gained the conquest,

now cast your crowns, adoring at his feet;

teach mi , uach me, some of your sweet
hymns, that I may bear my humble part in this

immortal song Happy souls, how I envy you;

you have escaped, are tree from bin and inter-

ruption; you be u lace to fact, and »,re

strengthened to be;, blaze ol his glory;

you have done mourning, ana \

couch with tears; and now triumph in the b:iss

oi Sion. Doubts and over, and )ou
are safely landed on the wished ior shore; you

• now no ii of dulness and dep
; no met) i i r food; no interruption

from the flesh; but sen nout

him:: id in tbe
|

-n of holiness;

y»u have no tempting devil, no deceitful heart,
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no alluring world; your warfare is finished,

your race is run, and you have found rest for

your weary feet.

Highly favored of the Lord, I long to join

you; I long to take my place at your feet, and

to leave this vale of tears, this thorny wilder-

ness. Come quickly, dear Sa\ior, qiTickly

come and bear me to thy blest abode. E
is a tiresome place; I am quite sick of it, and

long to be with thee; yet would I not re;

or be impatient; but resignedly do thy *

and wait thy will. Increase my trials, so d »u

increase my faith, and welcome crosses, so

thou sanctify them. Yet, it is but little that I

can do for thee; and my utmost services, are

not worth the name; therefore I plead that

thou wouldst hasten thy coming, and deliver

me from my bondage; yet a few more weary
steps, and I hope my feet shall rest upon the

everlasting hills; and when the awful, though
wished for moment arrives, be thou then with

me. Put thine everlasting arms underneath
me, for my support; give strength and confi-

dence to my departing spirit; let the n collec-

tion of the firm covenant btt\. et n us, then sus-

tain me, and in mercy gild the dark valley, and
brighten the gloomy shadow; enable me, a

ak, undeserving sinner, to do honor to

religion* in that las', finishing nd to

glorify thee, dear Lorci, with my expiring
breath.

uin,

d b»j Hftaven »-i 1 1

4MB*, lLXLLLLlJi.lt.



RELIGIOUS EXERCISES.

XI.
CONTRITION FOR LEVITY, TRIFLING, &C.

.May 28, and 'ij.

UNDER dreadful pressure from the commis-
sion of two flagrant crimes.

My anguish, distress, and misery, arc greater

than I can express; and no ideas can be ade-

quate to what I feel, for the shocking levity,

triflings idleness, and even deceit of the fore-

going day! dear Lord, pity a contrite soul, and
heal my broken bones. Compassionate Re-
deemer, forgive my guilt, and comfort my
poor wounded spirit.

O what a wretched sinner I am; what an

abuser of mercy. Good Lord, I am ready to

faint. Pity, pity, I beseech thee.

XII.

TEMPTATION RESISTED AND TURNED TO AD-
VANTAGE.

WHAT a dreadful trial this is. I have had a

hard conflict today. I have sinned, I have
grievously sinned and Satan takes the advan-

tage of my distress, and tempts me not to pray,

and cry for mercy, because, says he, you are

too bad, and you have abused mercy too much,
ever to be forgotten. But, O my Jesus, I have
tasted too much of thy marvellous sweetness,

to forget it, and leave thee so easily. No, I

cannot do it. I lay myself at thy feet; and if

I die, I am resolved it shall be there, even
before the cross. I know that I deserve ever-

lasting damnation; but this thought, though
dreadful, does not pierce me so deeply, as mv
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vile ingratitude to my soul's best friend. I

start at the view of myself Is it possible?

Three days ago
?
and I thought I could have

gone with thee to prison and to death. Three
days ago, and I had an answer for every doubt,

for every enemy; my sky was clear, and my
cup run over with joy; now every thing over-

sets me, and I lie in darkness and gloomy
night. My trembling heart hardly dares

speak to its injured Lord; and Satan strives to

discourage it more, and more, and even to

make it despair; but blessed be God, yes, I

will bless my God, for it is he that does it.

The devil has not been able to keep me from a

throne of grace, with all his subtlety; and I

have been kneeling there with shame and con-

fusion of face. I have not been able to say one
word, but only show my Jesus, a wounded,
broken, contrite spirit.

Dearest Lord, despise not my polluted sac-

rifice, but give some look of kind compassion
to a mourning soul. I am all filth, and guilt*

and uncleanness. My soul is covered with
leprosy; but I know that if thou wilt, thou
canst make me clean, and restore me to peace
and comfort

Let me humbly plead with my Lord, and
earnestly implore his pity I am a helpless,

undone sinner, that without a glance from
• or a cheering ray must sink into despon-

dency.

Dear, kind shepherd, for thine own name,
and for thine honor's sake, recall a wandering
sheep, and bring me, to feed again in the

sweet pastures of thy love, O magnify thy

8
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- in me, a poor silly creature; and be thou

glorified by my consolation. I thank and adore

thee, sweet Jesus, for any rills of comfort, any

glimpse of relief, to my distressed mind,
Show me again the reviving light of thy coun.

tcnancc; let me once more enjoy sweet com-
munion with thee, and my trembling soul find

refuge in thy bleeding wounds. Help me to

walk more circumspectly, and never to spend

another day in so foolish, vain and worldly a

manner, seeing its dreadful consequences arc

the wounding of my own soul; offending my
dear Lord; grieving the Holy Spirit and filling

me full of sorrow, darkness, and indevotion.

O give me strength from above, to walk more
closely with my God.

XIII.

COMFORT ^RESIGNATION'.

MY soul, be of good courage, wait on the

Lord, and he shall strengthen thy heart; lc (

not the howling of the savage beasts, whicfc

rove about this forest, affright thee, nor the

pricking of the thorns, which grow thick

throughout the way, deter thee from thy duly,

thou shalt not have one more trial than is nec«

cssary, nor shall the cross ever be Leaviei

than thou canst bear,

Jesus will support me through all the drearj

wilderness; nor ever leave his pilgrim com-
fortless, unless f^r a season, if need be, thai

my faith and patience, being tried, may be

found not wanting; and that being purified

as with fire, I may be counted worthy to re

ccive the end of my faith, even the salvatiw
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pf my soul. Sometimes it is dark enough
.in, and the thick clouds of unbelief, almost

intercept my sight; but I call to mind, my
past experiences, and remember the old loving

kindnesses of my Lord. I think on Christ's

unbounded love, and rest with sweet delight

upon the gracious promises. I often enjoy

inexpressible rapture, in the contradiction of

my own will, and in the midst of distress, am
enabled to sing songs of triumph.

XIV.
COMMUNION WITH GOD UNDER DISAPPOINT-

MENTS.

A LITTLE time ago, I met with a considera-
ble disappointment, and in a matter too that

lay much upon my heart; but I shall never for-

get the comfort I received. I shut myself out
from the world, and in bitterness of spirit, fell

before my Sarior. I poured torch floods

of tears before him. I showed him my i\

lious heart, ready to repine, because things
I would have them. My dear

ter gave me a look of kind compassion,
and with ineffable sweetness smiled gracious-

on me. Nature was 6ubdu< tu-

I left him not tilJ my \\

melted to resignation; and 1 went forth

chamber, cheerful , without

ish, but in subs • to Lhc divine

,
and desirii g nothing but thi (

will i

1 find such . in this it*t<

lition to all

submissl . ow«
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deuce, so that I may receive, what to my short

Mghtedncss appears evil, with the same thank-

fulness, as the most desirable things in the

world; and even accounting it all joy, that I

am thought worthy to suffer, knowing that

nothing happens by chance, and every dispen-

sation, if my own stubbornness prevent it not,

will work for my eternal welfare, and every

cross be made a step to glory.

'Tis my happiness below,

Not to live witkout the <

Hut the Savior's love to know,
Sanctifying every loss.

Trials make the promise sweet*
Trials give new life to prayer,
Tria^ lay me at his feet,

Lay me low, and keep me there.

XV.
PANTING AFTER GOD, AND DELIGHT IN IIIM,

AS THE SUPREME GOOD.

AS the reviving stream to-the thirsty hart; as

the soft nocturnal dews to the parched herb,

and as plenteous showers after long drought
in summer; so dear fountain head of refresh-

ment, and infinitely more, are the emanations
of thy love and the waterings of thy grace, to

my thirsty, dry, and parched soul; thou art my
retreat from the burning sun, and the shelter

of my defenceless head.

To thy bosom do I flee for refuge, from the

hellish "darts of Satan; and hide myself in thee,

from all my ghostly enemies.

While I abide with thee, I am secure, i

fear to be molested by the most potent foe,

but alas! fool that I am, my unsteady feet arc
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ever apt to stray, and wander in temptation's

flowery paths.

Through the prevalence of temptation, I

leave my Lord, enter into the world, defile

robes, fill myself with mourning, and
drink deep of the bitter cup of shame and re-

morse; it is astonishing to myself, that after re-

ceiving from thee the bread of life, and drink-

ing large draughts of living water, I should
cvtr forsake thy bosom, and leave my hiding

place. Lord, I love trials, I love crosses, for

^end me near to thee. Passing through
i. el water, through torrents of distress,

Is of tribulation, ate indeed my sv.

.its, Cor then I forget the world, and
ess and comfort from thyself

, my unci angeable and never Failing

.'!. In the Miction thou dobt cheer
ul, and revive my drooping spir-

V, en I am ready to sink under the load

of gii loped with dccji gloom,
and my strength are ready to fail, he

me in the dark hour, and darting
through the thickest clouds, with the sun-

is of liis love, calms my troubled mind;
lit and joy, peace and consolation,

li the world knows nothing of, and wl

1 would not pai t with for ihropc — <t)>

and i
.' dominion.

is of the universe, without Christ I

foi ih< ml that jn made i

communion with hinij

• ndship, I.

eater than
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warmest imagination ran conceive, or the most

fluent tongue describe.

AVeak of body, sick in soul,

Deprest at heart, and faint with fear;

His dear presence makes me whole,
And with tweet comforts cheers.

Thon of love, the fountain art,

Freely let me take of thee,

Spring thou up within my heart,

Rise to all eternity.

XVI.
BREAD OF INABILITY TO RESTST TEMPTA-

TION; TRUST IN GOD, AND SUPPLICATION
FOR STRENGTH IN TIME eF NEED.

I AM often much distressed by fears of apos-

tasy. This dread upon my mind keeps me
very low, and I often weep at the very appre-

hension of it. I cry day and night to my God,
and importunately wrestle with Him for pre-

serving grace. I expect, unless there be some
wonderful intervention of divine grace, soon

to meet with sore temptations. The fear of

reproach, and love of creatures, so easily beset

me, that I am sure nothing less than power
irom on high, can enable me to stand; my sit-

uation at present, is peculiarly happy; 1 am in

a dear family; my uncle and aunt are patu
of piety, and every one in the house, to aii « Ut*

ward appearance is a real Christian. Here I

am encouraged in devotion, and my pious i

Unions meet with applause; but,l> what should
1 do, if 1 were in an irreligious, or even luke-'

warm society; how could 1 bear to be lai:<

at for my precii-encss, and to he ridiculed

my strictness to hours of prayers; how w i

my poor heart stand it, if I were surroui
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with gay company, and from morning to night
heard nothing but worldly conversation. Do
I not find, whenever I go out, the world too

apt to engross my thoughts, and steal on my
affections? What should I do if my nearest

connexions and dearest relatives were gay and
fashionable, and did not live up to the strictest

doctrines of the cross? If left to myself I must
undoubtedly fall; and unless Christ has pity on
me, I must infallibly backslide. Dear, tender
hearted Shepherd, hear the groanings of a
trembling soul; and let not my importunity of-

fend thee; my immortal interest is at stake,

and nothing but thy strength can be sufficient

to redeem it from destruction. I rest and de-
pend wholly upon thee, lor \ know that of my-

I shall ever be prone to wander.
ar Jesus! hear, in pity hear me; after

such solemn covenanting; such awful ttahsac-

; such rapturous endearments, let not
h or hell, tempt me to violate r.y vows,
the united force of nien and devils, have

I e bonds, which tie n.e to

O let me never perjure myself, never
or forsake my Lord, tor with whom else

(! equal happiness, or what shall re-

e for the loss of thy favor.

: 1 am willing to take up
to go with thee to prison and to

bear shame, reproach, contumely,
i tune, reputation, and even life itself,

out not able to do the least oj*

nly, who hast worked in nie

me the power. Send
i upon mo tuy heavenly benediction;
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ngtben mc From above. Olct mc hear thy

ious vaicc deel h shall be

i to the day; then w joice, and lean-

tin thine all-sufficien forth con-

quering, a:.d to conquer; let thine arm be my
support, and grace my shield. Thy Spirit my
guide and director, and tor thy mercy's sake,

feet thine own work in the soul ol thy

ling servant.

XVII.
VANITY OF THE WOULD, AND JOY IN THE SA'

VIOR.

Let not, Lord, my watering mind,
Follou after i! eling I

Si ce in th e alone I find,

Solid and substantia'! 1

Joys thai never ovei

;

Through eternity shall but.

Lord, how nappy is the h-

Alter thee, while it aspi

True and faithful, as tlmu art,

Thou Bualt answer its del

-hall see the glorious scene,

Of thine everlasting reign.

How comfortable is it, thus to enjoy my Sa-
vior; how much more satisfactory, and sub-
stantial is this blibs, than that to be gained by
a few minutes idle conversation, or those tri-

fling employments, which have lately occupied

my mind. Lord, show me more of the vanny
of the world, and my great need ot thee.

XVI II.

CONTRITION FOR MISPENT TIME, AND RFS
TIONS TO IMPROVE IT INFU1UKK.

Sef

TIME if short; how seasonable then is the

vice of the apostle; "U^e the world aa no
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using it, for the fashion of this world passcth

away."
\Vhen I look backi and consider how often,

and how iong, I abused the good gifts of God,
not receiving them with thankfulness, but em-
ploying them solely for the gratification of

my sinful and corrupt desires, I am filled with
the deepest horror, and mourn with heartfelt

grief, my vile ingratitude.

Wlien I review the hours and days, the

months and years, of sin and folly, which have
passed over my guilty head, and reflect on the

amazing, unparalleled iniquities which I have
committed; recollect the gracious opportuni-
ties, which I have misimproved; the number-
less sermons and conversations of pious
friends, and godly ministers, which I have
alighted; the strivings of the blessed Spirit,

"which I have resisted, and withal the continu-
ance of distinguished mercies on so undeserv-
ing a wretch, my very knees smite together,
"with trembling and confusion, and I grow pale
"with sorrow and regret. It is astonishing to

myself, that I have been so long spared; that I

have yet a day of grace, and 1 cannot but be-
hold myself as a miracle of mercy.

I shudder at the very thoughts of what would
have become of me, if God had stopt me in my
career, and cut short my days, as 1 justly mer-
ited, but a year, or a year and a half ago. I

then in the very height of folly, in open
Hion against the Majesty of heaven, and

running headlong to destruction, 1 had back-
slidden, forgotten my first love, and was tip

worse than ever 1 had been in my life.

Adored be the divine love, which had better
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thiftgt in siorc for me, and which by amazing
and powerful, though in general secret and in*

i, called me to himself again, and
- on, fulfilling his own work in my

. now, through grace I can rejoice in,

and long for that hour, which then 1 dreaded,

eve n to think upon.

Oh that I could now redeem the time; since

it is impossible to recal the precious moments
which are gone, bearing on their wings noth*

ing but the black account of my transgressions;

may I endeavor to retrieve my past misconduct
by my future vigilance. Oh! that I could

spend one day well; one day wisely and with-

out waste of time Oh! how much of this inval-

uable and precious blessing is spent; not

merely on things unnecessary, but on things

hurtful, and which fetter my feet, and hinder

me in my progress.

What a great portion of my time is devoted

to sleep and meals; to outward adornings; to

provision for the flesh; to vain visits; to un-

profitable conversation; to idle curiosity; and

ten thousand other trifles, which too often oc-

cupy the greater part of the day.

What an important work have I to do, and

how little time to do it inr O that 1 may make
my calling and election sure. 1 do not know,
but my journey may be nearly finished, and in

a few weeks, perhaps a few hours, the awiul

summons may arrive, and warn me to quit this

ciav, and to appear before the

great Judge of quick and dead O that 1

Found ready, sinc< u ly penitent, and humbly
contrite; and when the solemn register of all

1 1

.

y »ecret, as well as outward sins, rs opened,
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may they be found crossed by his precious

h and merits.

Awake, awake, O my lethargic soul! sleep

no longeron the brink- of a precipice. Con-
tent not thyself, with having done something,

but press forward continually, with thy utmost
po\ver*4 Make the most of the short span al-

lotted thee, and never rest satisfied with any
thing short of perfection. Yet a little while,

and that cry shall sound in thine ears; i% Behold
the bridegroom cometh;" watch, that thou

j st be ready to meet him, to meet him
with joy, and to be received by him into that

lasting kingdom, prepared for thee, by his

, before the foundation of the word.
[y God arid my strength, thou wilt shortly

come with power and great glory, to judge
world, and to separate the sheep from the

ts; make me diligent, and prepare me for

and grant that I may be one of

those, who will sit oo thy right hand, and dwell

with thee, in the mansions of unfading
evergrowing pleasure.

XIX.
ON THE LORD'S DAY. THANKSGIVING FOR RES-

IDED HEALTH, AND RENEWED ACT OF SELF
DICATION TO GOD; WITH PRAYER TO BE

FN\BLEDTO RTBT OF THE HONORA-
NAME OF A CHRISTIAN.

Suiulav.

THIS is the day which the Lord Ic; I

'1 in it. i

!, shall be the joy

now in the si
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thy people, and enter into thy courts i

thanksgiving and praise, for the v

mercies, rric throughout my
particularly for thy late mercies of comfort on
a bed of sickne*3, restoration from the brink.

bf the grave,* and an agreeable and safe jour-

ney. Lord, here I am. Receive this rci

ed oblation of myself to thee; not indeed, b)V

the meiit of it, but for the sake and worthiness

of my dear Redeemer.
Help me this day, and all the days of my

life, to walk worthy the honorable name I bear;

as one signed with the sign of the cross, and
may I never be ashamed of the faith of Christ

crucified; but as a good soldier and servant of

the Lord Jesus, fight manfully under this ban-

ner against the world, the flesh, and the deviH

Compassionate High Priest, give me, I be-

seech thee, continual supplies of strength front

thine own unbounded fulness; and in thy outer

court this day, let me be greatly refreshed and
strengthened to go on my way. O let this sab-

bath be to me an emblem of the eternal saL-

batism, which I hope ere long to enjoy, with

all the faithful, in thy glorious kingdom.
O give me a glimpse of thy countenance,

and reveal thyself to my seeking soul, through
the lattice of divhie ordinances. Banish every

Worldly thought, and drive from me all vain

ideas.

* The date of these meditations is fixed bj this circum-
stance. It is known in the domestic circle, that Miss Lau-

11 danger ol dying in England, from the
measles, soon after she left Charleston, in the 10th year of
her age; and, before she weut to Fruaee, in her 19th

j

The original is without date » to the year. Editor
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Come, holy Spirit! come; O come, and
cleanse my heart; prepare it for the reception

of my divine guest; set it totally free from all

earthly solicitude; and make it a fit habitation

for thy ever glorious Trinity.

O thou, who standest knocking at the door,

with joy to thee I open; come in aijd ^up with

me; come in, and take up thine eternal abode,

and let me ev«r dwell in thee, and thou in me.

xx.
GRATEFUL ACKNOWLEDGMENTS FOR RENEW-

ING GRACE, AND AN ASCRIPTION OF EVERY
ATTAINMENT AND BLESSING TO FREE, UN-
MERITED GRACE.

WHAT has God wrought? O, my soul? look,

and look, and love, and wonder! How am I

changed! How different are my thoughts, my
views, my pursuits to what they were! and
blessed be God that I can say, how different

is my practice. I now love what I hated, and
abhor what was my former delight. Adored
be grace. Not unto me, O Lord! not unto
me but to thy free and unmerited goodness,
be all the glory of my salvation I had neither

power noi inclination, to part with earth, or

seek for Heaven; but grace has done the work;
convinced me of sin, and made me in love with

Holiness. It has shown me my own inability

to every good thing, and my need of so allsul

Client a Savior as Jesus is.

Grace! 'da a sweet, a charming th« inc,

Mv tboogbti rejoiec al le u'i name]
Ye angels dwell upon the sound,

Ye HeaveAt re/Joel it to tfce groan*.

9
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I was quickened by grace, when dead in

trcsp i 1 sins; by grace, alone, I s

by grace only do I mak ; an<)

without grape I am nothing; can do nothing
but sin. The building was begun by grace,

and the topstonc shall be raised with shouting
grace, grace unto it. Through time and eter-

nity
i
grace shall be still my theme; now in

time, I can only lisp its praises; then in eter-

nity, when my stammering tongue is unlo

in a nobler, sweeter song, I will sing its pow-
er to save, and join with all the nations of the

ransomed, in echoing, and re-echoing through
the vast expanse of Heaven, the wonders of

redeeming grace, and in ascribing to the

Lamb, the blessing, honor, and glory due un-

to his name.

what immortal joys I felt,

And raptures all divine,

When Jesus told me I was his,

And my beloved mine.

Blessed Savior! I adore thy wonderful
goodness, to so undeserving a sinner, to so

vile a rebel; any hope of pardon, any interval

of peace, was more than I could possibly mer-

it or expect at thy hands; and yet thou hast

given me a full assurance of forgiveness, and
often refreshed me with sensible manifesta-

tions of thy good will towards me. Praised be

thy Name
1 charge you all, you earthh I

Approach not to disturb m\
lib, nor hell, come near mj heart,

Nor Bavibr to depart.
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PEND1X, No. V.
T TRACTS FROM MRS. HAMSAY's DIARY.

Saturday, July* 16*//. 179 1.

MY feet had well nigh slipped, through the

prevalence of my easily besetting sin, never-

theless 1 laid me down to steep, rejoicing that

I hud not utterly fallen. Lord make me at all

times watchful.

17th. Lord may this be a sanctified sabbath;

a day to be remembered for holy resolutions

and enabling grace. I am weak; O when shall

the lime of full strength come. In all the

great trials and lesser rexations of life, may
patience have its perfect work, till I lie down
where the wicked cease from troubling, and
the weary are at rest.

19th. I thank God, for the ease and cheer-
fulness of this day; and that, in spite ot secret

griefs, and spiritual conflicts; my soul and
body do both sweetl) repose themselves in

the God ol my Salvation.

2yih. O day, blackened with sin, and spot-

ted by in :jn! how long, O Lotd! how
advance in the spiritual liie

f

and not thus wound my pc disgrace

ssion. I thank God,
| ic art

b O let it never be hardened through
the deceiifuiness ol sin t

Utely hath thine afflictive Pro>

and iht consult ra-

tions ol those sins, w hi<

m I io return

m foj

ion.
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2Tth. The two last days, liavc l)een days of
mournful walking. O how does the remem-
brance of my sweet Fanny press upon my mem-
ory; and how good is God, that though cast

down, yet my heart is kept from murmuring,
and aches more for my sorrow causing sins,

than for the sorrow itself; thanks be to Christ,

who has purchased a Heaven for u». where we
shall be without sin, and of course without
sorrow.

28th. Lord make me ashamed of my sins>

and give me a holy fortitude to resist; and let

me be making a continual war against them,
till grace shall conquer, and death set me be-

yond their reach.

29th. Gh power of sin, how great art thou!

Lord give me strength.

30th. My heart is ready to break under a
sense of sin, and to cry out, I shall one day fall

by the hands of these mine enemies. Oh thou
great deliverer, Death! how pleasant is the

thought that thou wilt free me from this body
of corruption; hold thou me up, O Lord! that

all the days of my appointed time I may walk
very humbly and mournfully, under a sense of

mine iniquities. Cleanse thou me from secret

faults, and let no open, or presumptuous sin,

get the better of me. Lord, I am weak;
strengthen me; 1 am bowed down under thy

chastisement; yet so much lighter is it than

my guilt, that I am filled with wonder at thy

compassions and long suffering.

3 1st. Prepare me, O God, for the unknown
events of this day; and at all times, keep me
humble and fearful.
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JugU8t 4th. Ol^I easily besetting: sin; when
I the time come, that thy power will be
n, ami my poor soul fine! rest L

make me diligent, in self examination

not any sin have dominion ever n

. In six and in seven troubles, I have
found thee, O Lord, my help .e

not now, O my God! I am most un

Lord, even to look up unto i.

Lore: I go, but unto thee,

words of Eternal Life, and the kf r-

sal Providence. Unto thee, conin

and on thee, as from whom
help, do i cast my cares.

6th. These three past days h ve been black

; Lord, deliver me from sin, especially

from those, which so easily beset, and so ofteil

oppress- me. My soul ance

and rest. Holy Spirit i IweiJ

and rule in me, and deliver mt fi< m this hor-

i ible subjection.

10th. Mr Hollinshead baptized Mr. E.
Ramsay's little boy, him David.

pod bless the infant,

child of grace.

12th. Here 1 still remain a monument of

forbearing mercy. Oh infinite con

that 1 should be ou

of my sins is indeed very great. On for

mc rcj 's s.
i r me 1 am w eai

. sins; and wh
i ought to hav< rogress. Despair

is son ready to overcome me, thn
the power ol sin. Lord, help m<

to the end. land, abandon incflL
tur I grow weaker and weaker.

r
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15th and 16th. Truly, the pressure of guilt

is upon me, and I feci astonished that my bed
lias not this night been made in Hell. O
wretched me! when shall I be delivered from
the body of this death, and from the power of
this sin. Oh, how it cleaves to me, how it be-

sets me, how it conquers me, and then leaves

me almost in the depths of despair. Lord I

tremble, and my soul is sore pained within

me. Surely these repeated rebellions are for-

feiting all thy mercies, and I need dread, lest

all sons of bereavements happen to me; I need
be in horror, lest the worst of bereavements
happen to me; even that I be bereaved of the

light of God's countenance, and damnation be

my portion. Oh! vilest and most complicated
of sinners that I am! Terror and dismay take

hold upon me. Q, if men knew me as 1 am
known to my God, 1 should be trampled under
foot; the church would disown me; the great-

est sinners would abominate me, my husband,

that loves and thinks well of me, would won-
der at me, and mourn, and I should be hated of

all men.* Lord have mercy upon mei Christ

* These self abasements and condemnations, may appear
to some to be extravagant. To this it is replied, that they
are warranted by the descriptions of human depravity, giveu
in holy writ. "And God saw Uiat the wickrui <

was great in the earth, and that every imagination of the

thoughts of his heart was only ewl continually /" U<
vi, 5. "The heart of man is deceitful above all things, and
desperately wicked. Who can know it." Jeremiah xvu, 9
St. Paul calls himself "the chief or dinners," 42 Timothy i,

15. It is al*o to be observed that they who do not pm
self examination, are unacquainted with the woiki

their own minds, and strangers to heart religion ai •<

cOjM&etent judges, it is with holiness as with knowledge.

J^^no knows most ii most sensible of the detects of his
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have mercy upon me a most miserable sinner,

and let any thing happen to me, rather than I

should be easy in this dreadful, evil state of sin.

Oh! Holy Spirit, strive with me. Oh! gra-

cious friend of sinners, intercede for me. Oh,
merciful Father! have pity upon me, and give

me power against sin, and more and more
brokenncss of heart, because of it. Lord, 1 can

hardly endure the view of my jwn heart, yet

forbid that it shouid be hidden from me. Jesus,

Lord, I fly to thy cross; for sorrow taketh hold

of me, and yet so weak am I, that I have no
power against the very sins which do so pierce

me through.
October 19th. As this day, O Lord! is stain-

ed with bin, so let it be marked by the deep-

knowledge. They who have attained the highest cm,
in .religion are most deeply impressed with a se I

own un worthiness. As every exercised chn
of the sinfulness of his own heart, than be pes

can of the heart ot another, the practical result is, thai i

such christian is apt to think worse of himself, than Oi

other person. Uefore the charge of weakness, rant o

asm, is brought against the subject of tbie*
it is recommended to the ohjector to make the foil

experiment Let him take ti.

self knowledge, by daily self examination, b) n
the word ofGod, and comparing herself u iili it;

such practical authors on the subje*
ling Sin, and IMavel on Keeping the Heart, b) daily

j

1 -1, to search and try her,
dul\ watching the Origin and motix s afbertha
and actions, and h\ comparing them all, with the <

commands to do all for i

Mth all her heart,' and iier m-ighh
If v* ill Ik i ^ whether »i

i which run tK

q by any human being while abe Innl, was th

I, unaffected humiliUr, grounded on
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of my rep< ntance. I f Je-

e of ;l y Holy S

related fatis;

finally. (
•

light; how do the)

Oil Lord! there arc I

bread, who lift up their . inst tl.ee,

like me. Lord save me or I peristi. Oh! I

would not let thee g;o; but alas, alas, how often

do I act as if I knew thee rot, much less as if

I cleaved to thee. Lord have pity on a sin-

ner.

2 »st. Nanny cur servant died in an in
*

of an apoplexy! Lord, make it uselui to

young people in our Jamil), and may \n •

improve by the warning.
vemher 2d. Alas, Lord, how wretched am

I, while the desire of my heart is, 1 trust, tru-

ly turned to thee; vet 1 often fall into such ahrs,

as bring horror upon me. Oli my God.' i am
weakness itself. Strengthen me by thy grace,

and preserve me from secret sins, and from
presumptuous faults, and ejiable me to walk
watchfully.

Lord 1 recommend myself to tf.ee, in the

present intricacy oi several oi my worldly con-

cerns. I bless thee lor thy counsels ano c

tenings; give me wisdom and prudence in all

my walk, a resigned temper* and a humble
mind, and enable me po all these thi

in my heart, and remembering thy fori

loving kindnesses, and thy tried faithful

and compassions, amidst the stotrns p

temptation, and outward troubles, to have

heart at peace, being stayed upon thee. I



BIARV. 105

if any heavy trial is before me, help me to go

through it with becoming fortitude, and with

great meekness; and walking by faith and not

by sight, may I humbly and patiently wait the

great unfoldings of thj providence.

Lord, assist mc in my preparations- for the

solemnities ol the ensuing subbath. Break my
heart do v:i, under a sense of sias, and then

enable me te Jonk to Je-

5th. Lord i thank thee who art a God, that

givest as well as takest. 1 praise thee, that I

have one child in heaven. Lord have mercy
on those which remain on earth, and in thine

own good time and way, bri.-g them aisj to the

kingdom' of thy glory. Lord, help me in the

time which is before me, to walk in a humble*
strict, and watchful manner, and «ot by any in-

dulgence in sin to be laying up sorrow for my
wretched self Jesus hear and help a sinner
who casts herself on thee.

10th. Lord be pleased to give mc repentance
for the sins of this day, and power against ali

sin; but especially against that, which thou, C)

God, seesi, and my own heart knoweth, to be
my easily besettiug sin.* Lord suffer me not

* What is so pathetically deplored throughout this .

as the easily besetting sin of its author, th

' elf to be wholly ignorant o
pally understood to he a sin to the commission of which,

ong propensity, either fl

temperament of the ixxiy, or tome
<>i the time,, of Situation, pro;.

ua'd e in of wedded life, and a
distinct recollection of all the icenet thereof, th
nor ascertain what was rea!l\ intended hv the lie
•dly eo » id resolved aj the defini

f-Kc wh of that lime
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to fall into presumptions, and by

rcy, keep me from the don
O Friend of sii vc pity ow me, *n'.l

i dread sin above all ihiifgs, and v

with holy iear, at a distance from all the occa-

sions oi it. Lord, save me or I perish.

2 1 st L<>rd fill me with shame, lor the sins

of this day, and dc liver me from the power of

sin. Lord, my soul loveth thee, and I groan
under this body of corruption; make thy grace
sufficient for me.

25th. My husband set out for Columbia. I

pray God bless and preserve him; the same

under the influence of n r passion, as to approach
tin c fines ol rinful anger, or even to be inconsistent uith

female decoium. ! one virtue, more
I oilier, it a I that in the

period he never hi en lu could

tx called envious, slanderous, or bm
tli: g that appeared to be the result oi malice or ill wUL
That she received slights is weU known; but it i^ alto known

she resented I than bv avoiding their

repetition, and b\ praying for their anil proud
a no* tin i< asl app< si

As a wife and mother, her onh fault, ifsach it

led, wai

the comfort and happiness of her husband and childiv

ducing her to make too lavu

'

i for their accommodation. Of any hab

g, of any prop
act, ti.

in^ all that

Upon it

- should be i h and

sel,',

ncea in iim k r and >>• A
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day, my dear little Patty fell into the parlor

fire; but by God's good providence I was ena-

bled to snatch her out, and smother the flame,

before she had received any considerable in-

jury; may God's goodness deeply affect me,
and may I show forth his praise in a hoiy . i fe

•

Lord, pluck, her as a brand from everlasting

burnings, and make her thine own child.

December 28ih. In all my soul perplexity, I

would come to God; he is a tried refuge, and
has brought me in spite of sin thus f^r. Oh, my
good Gjdl forsake me not now, but be my
very present help in trouble; to thee do I pour
out my soul, and from thee do I expect, and
look for that succour, which 1 so greatly need,

and which none but thou tar.at afford. Lord,

I cast myself on thy mercy in Christ. Strength*

en thou me, lest I faint, or utterly fall away.
August 12, 1794. Many people a e ill just

now, and deaths frequent; and although the

reigning disorder is said to be confined to stran-

gers or people who live irregularly, yet when
to many arc sick, and dying around us, it is a

to all to gird up their Loins, to trim their

lamps, and to be in readiness Lord, make me
at all times ready, that so ti. Qg, under
whatever circumstances, and at whatever hour,

may be a matu and not of terror to my
SOUl. Oh be jma^ed to give my dear

landjudgu i liness of n.md, in

the dutii

from ;ersofit. My gracious Savior bo
thou plc; k liver me from being under
the dominion

L my
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easily besetting sin, that so this iniquity, may
never be my ruin.

16th. Alas, O my soul, on a review of the
week past, how little cause have I for rejoicing;

my dear Sabina has been brought through her
weaning at a critical time, beyond all my ex-
pectation, and is healthy and thriving; the rest'

of my children and family well, when so many
are sick, dying, or dead, around us; but what
have I rendered to the Lord for all these ben-
efits? It has been a week marked by folly, and
stained by sin. I have been careless in all my
duties, and have fallen into sins, over which
I have again and again mourned, and into

-which I had hoped never to fall again; and row
Oh, my God! if thou shouidst be strict to 1 k

what is done amiv>, how should I abide. I

desire to apply to that grace, which is my
only refuge. Oh Lord, accept and pardon
me in Christ; enable- me ail the remainder
of my life, to walk under a humbling sense of

sin, so as always to have a broken and-contiite,

heaH; and Oh my God! as the thing which I

desire of thee above any thing else in the

world, and w hat thou alone canst give, be pleas-

ed to save me from the power and tyranny of

sin, and grant me inward and outward saiictifi-

cation, as a means of avoiding sin; enable me
to keep the resolution which I now make to

perform daily self examination, with more dil-

igence and strictness, than I have lately done,

and constantly to meditate on the awfuji.cssof

making a religious profession, without a daily

serious care, to be holy ia thought, word, and*

deed.
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18th. With bitterness of spirit, I desire to

humble myself before the Lord, under a recol-

lection of all my past sins, and more especially,

of the sins committed since I have devoted
myself to him, and chosen him to be my God.
Oh, these are the sore burdens, the grievous
distresses, after having known the goodness
of the Lord, so repeatedly to rebel against

htm. Oh my Heavenly Father! be pleased to

give me more wisdom and more grace for the
future; my soul pantetn after holiness, and the
most earnest desire of my heart, is to cleaves

more diligently to the way of thy statutes. E
would wish to be more diligent in self examin-
ation, more watchful to prayer, more steady in
resisting temptation; more attentive to provi-

dences, and more careful in the instructions

which I give my dear children, and in the ex-
ample which I set before them. Lord I am
not sufficient for these things, but hold thou
me up, and I shall be safe, and my feet shall

not slide to fall.

3d. On a review of the last week, I find

that my mind has been much exercised in

spiritual things; that I have been more earnest
in private prayer, and sought my God in the-

watches of the night; and yet I cannot perceive
an increase in sanctilication, according to
my desire nor that strength against sin, which
my soul pants after. Oh my God, be pleased
to give me holiness; enable mc to go on, to
serte my blessed Savior fully, and to walk
with that uprightness, that uniformity, that
heavenly miiuledness, which I owe to him who
has bought me with so great a price, and
whose mercy and love toward me, is so great
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and so constant* Oh that I could hat<

only in my judgment, hut in my practice, by

avoiding it* and every thing that leads to it, in

thought, word, or deed. Oh how happy

they, whose warfare is ended, and who have an

everlasting period put to all their sins, and sor-

rows, and temptations, and are safe in the n«W
Jerusalem. Hold thou me up, () Lord, and I

also shall be safe; but if thou leave me but a

moment to my own wretched and sinful pro-

pensities, I perish and am undone.

Scfuember 22, ,794. Mrs Petrie died of a

six days illness; having been married to Mr.
George Petrie, only twelve days God grant

that no such awful and awakening providence,

ps the removal of a young person, so lately full

of life and health, and strength should pass

without some serious improvement; some ear-

nest desire to have my loins gin. and my lamp
burning.

Uctoktr 6th. My sister Pinckncy died, h

ir.g been generally delirious LVom Friday; and

hei speech so thickened, that though she at*

tempted it in the intervals ol reason, she never

could make us unci w bat ^he wished to

to us Miss Futereil and myself were

antly with her; but my heart is too lull

to write on this subject. Lord, thou knowest

my groanings, and my sighings are not hid

thee; commisscrate thy poor sinful suf-

: creature; and till me with humility and

resignation under this exceedingly lu •

sir' i Providence.

loth . ad continued sickness of

body, and a mind tuil of grief, though I trust

entirely submitted, and resigned to the divine
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will, and desiring to find life, aid peace

in the cross, on the second oi i be-

tarae so seriously ill, a* to fill all about
-,ions for my life; in \\ tiicii state

I remained for two days; and for five more, in

a state of very deplorable weakness; it pleased

Htm, however in w hose hands arc the issues

of life aud death, to raise mc from the bed of

iiig; and upon the whole, my gefi

health is better than it had been before. Oh
that by all means, God may draw me to him-

self; and never cease striving with me, till I

am wholly his.

Xovember 21st. Dr. Ramsay left me to go
to Columbia; I thank God he was not called

to this duty, at the time I was so extremely ill.

May God bless and take care of this dearest

and best of friends; and return him in health

and safety to me.
February 7th, 1795. Out of the depths i.

I cried unto thee, () Lord, ami thou has: heard,

and helped mc. Out of the depths now I cry

unto thee again, O my (> my
grievous sins stand as

and 1 1
1
> sou,; but for th<

i in strain

spiritual ti ures

neither under

thee, w

row *; icti more lor Ui
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Surely I have found tin aycr an»w<
God, and that in some very remarkable install*

ces; and whereas 1 might have been in hell;

and there deserve now to be, instead of being
"here, I have reason to say, hitherto, hath the
Lord helped me; and yet my wicked, faith]

"heart, dares to doubt, if he will yet help me.
Oh my good God, whose providence is over
all thy works, and whose long suffering is in-

finite, punish not this faithlessness of thy poor
broken, and bruised reed, by leaving me to

myself; but add this to all thy former loving

kindnesses, to hear me in the request which I

now offer unto thee, and send mc a gracious

answer according to my singular necessities;

calm, O Lord, the tumult of my thoughts;

compose my disturbed mind, and make me
lowly and resigned before thee, as becomes so

great a sinner. If thou art pleased to answer
my prayer, and yet that it should be in a way
of affliction, let it suffice me, that the Lord
xeigncth; and may not a murmuring thought

come across my breast; but looking unto Jesus,

-who, for my sake, endured the cross, may I also

met kiy submit; shouldst thou answer me accor-

ding to my wishes; Oh let it be in mercy, not

in judgment; and let this renewed instance of

thy kindness and condescension, draw my
heart nearer to thee, in faith and holiness, than

it has ever been. Lord, I leave my case, my
sorrows, and difficulties before thee; plead-

ing only the merits of the precious Savior; to

thee, O my Jesus, are all my sighings known;
and my groan : ngs arc not hid from thee.

March 1st, Lord I come before thee

again with my perplexities; Oh let not my ini-
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unities offerd my God; but Ho thou be

pleased this day for Christ my Redeemer's
sake, to hear and to help me, and to gi

gracious answer to those prayers winch I shall

offer in thy house, and at thy table; Lord give

me a quiet mind and a resigned temper in

whatever thou shalt be pleasfd to order,

no doublings or unbelief on my part offend my
God: but may I now most remarkably find I

the God who wiit perform for me this thing
which I so much deshe; Lord, be pleased to

remember tiiy word unto thy servant, upon
:h thou hast marie me to hope. Let not

the Lord be angry with his poor creature, who
!s with him now to i

i- soul as her God by an-
swering her present request and supplication.

i am th

tit t he

thou kiiowL-st, c. no!

.

j;eace to my
soul.

l*tl n <>{T

• great m< it and to

up mj », bo

me again for usefulness, and to
' mc

> »F it be { iUUS
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pressure and inward conflict than I can ever
recollect it to have been since I gave myself

to be the Lord's; most particularly the 7th of

February. The 1st and 11th of March have
been extraordinary days, both of agony of spir-

it, and of prayer to God. On the 14th ut April,

from the extreme distress I was in, I felt as if

heart and flesh without any bodily indisposi-

tion, were both going to fail; and nothing but

the support of the everlasting arm, and the

pouring cut toy complaint with groans and
tears, and sighs into the bosom of him, who
-was once a man of sorrows and acquainted with

grief, kept me from sinking. Oh! who but

the Maker of my frame, and the former of my
spirit, could ever know what I underwent on

this awful day. JIad I tinned to any creature,

none could have understood my case, much
could they have helped it; but I turned unto the

Lord, my often tried; Oh that 1 had not to add

my often provoked friend; and he said unto me
deep as seemeth this mire, thou shalt not sink

iu it. I will make a path for thy poor weft

feet, that thou mayest get out; nevertheless,

because of thy sins against light and love and
gracious manifestation, it must be with sorrow,

and with sufleiing, and with toil. On the 15th

I had a very remarkable answer to prayer, a

pauial lilting up, and tokens for good vouch-

d me, that I snouid be helped tlirough. and
that he who made the sun to stand still for

Joshua wouid bring me quite through; since

thtn I have been waiting for the full accom-
plishment of that desire of my heart, which I

believe the Lord will grant me, though the fa-

>or has been deferred, yet, alas, alas, 1 have
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not waited as one so suffering and so helped

ought to have waited. I am defiled with sin;

I have left off to walk so softly before the Lord;

as I had done before this aid was granted me,
and now I am in a plunge again; and my skies,

which seemed to be clearing away, are now
obscured by clouds and darkness. Wo is me,
for fear I have sinned away God's mercy, and
am fearful about the manifestation of his pow-
er; his ail sufficiency, his tender compassions

which day and night I have been looking up
to him for; yet Oh no! let me not add to my
other guiiv the guilt of unbelief; the Lord has

caused me to pray; he will answer the prayer

of my petition; he hath caused me to hope,

the strength of Israel will not fail me; merit

of mine own could at no time be the plea for

gracious favor or providential mercies;

now what time I am afraid, and my heart

doubteth and trembleth within me, I will lean

on Jesus; I will trust in him; I will beli

that for the sake oi this dear Savior my God
will perform for me all this thing which I

hope for from him; and I will therefore cast

all my care on him who careth lor me, both

(or my soul „nd my body. My soul waited upon
God; upon ihe uountilul God; from him is all

my expectation, and in him is all my trust;

Oh Lord! keep me watchful and prayerful.

June 'id 1 can no longer say the skies are

darkening, for they are so darkened that I see

no tight; and 1 am read) to call myself deso-

late, forsjtken, east off by God: yet, I dare not
munnur, I am not in hell, where I deserve to

be. Instead of poring on my diaappointmt
vexations, and Bufferings, 1 wOuld endeavor iu
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this dark dismal night of trial, to praise the

Lord that there is a haven of rest prepared for

the weary; and to lament my sins, which
make such deep sorrows necessary to my sanc-

tification. Oil my Savior, put out thy helping
hand, and keep me from sinking in these deep
waters; let the billows, instead of overwhelm-
ing me, make me cleave closer to the cross,

and, Oh my compas^.onute Father! If it be not

thy will, to grant me the prayer, which I be-
lieved thou wouklst have done, having had my
heart so drawn out to pray; yet at least keep
me from being overwhelmed by temptation,

and from being so entirely depressed, as to be

useless and worthless in that state of life to

which thou hast called me. If 1 may not re-

cord that the Lord hath heard, and granted
my request, at least enable me to know

. thai he hath given brokenness of heart,

and let me not dare, while under the frowi

his providence) to sin against him, test a worse
thing come upon me, and my soul be ruin*

ed. Lord, do thy whole will; tench me to no,

enable me to suffer whatever ihou shah se

It give me rest from ail trouble and
ali conflicts, in the peaceful gn • tl.e

bosom oi my Savior. Lord, search my heart

try my leins: deliver me from ivuy evil

way and lead me to life everlasting.

I hou an (Sod Almighty; I will act faith up-

on thine omnipotence; I believe, that in spite

of all the difficulties which appear to me, thou

: ao that which I require of thee; I believe

• tnou wilt, if it be right and proper, and in

e\ery Case, i desire to lie down in the UUS{

before thee.
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June 5th. Lord have mercy on me a poor

tempest tossed wretch, groaning under the

burden of sin, and held in bondage by sorrow.

Oh, thou good physician, heal my soul; com-
pose my spirit; pardon my sins; hear my
prayer; but, above all things, give me the spirit

of sanctification; a desire to improve by every

providence that besets me; and a mind at all

times and in all things resigned to thy will.

With thee, O God, is all power and wisdom;
I am all impotence and folly. Be pleased,

therefore, O my God, to order all my afl

for me, and to be a very present help to me
in this time of need. Give me a sound judg-

ment, that good understanding which belongs

to a!l them who fear thy name and do thy

commandments. Be thou praised. O my God,

for past favors; and let them be sweet encour-

agements to me, still to wait upon my God;

and to cast all mv cares upon him; in the

greatest agonies of my spirit, great is the con-

solation I experience, in pouring out my heart

before him, and seeking counsel at his hands

who giveth wisdom liberally, and upbraideth

not; let this day be a day of prayer and holy

waiting on thee; and let the approaching com-
munion Sabbath, be a blessed day to me; a day

in which God will draw nigh to me, as he does

not unto the world; in which the death wtroke

may be given to my most easily besetting

and I may know thee to be in very truth.

reconciled Father in Christ, and be able to add

another hitherto to my past experience** O
thou, that Nearest prayer, unto thee, shall all

flesh come. O thou, that nearest prayer, unto

thee, most particularly, should those come,
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who have often found thee a prayer answc"
i.s well as a prayer hearing God. Lord, Kt
the remembrance of the especial times in

which 1 have found thee such, be as a cordial

to support my drooping spirits, and revive my
dying faith. I believe in the Father, the S-m,

and the Holy Ghost. I desire to renew at tins

time, my often broken covenant, and beseech
the Lord to make me from this time forward,

to the conquering of my last enemy, and bid-

ding farewell to sin and sorrow, more closely

his than ever, and to enable me to walk holily,

humbly, soberly, and uprightly, as becomes a

professor of the Gospel of Christ-

10th. Let God be praised for all his mer-
cies. Let his holy name be glorified for the

blessings of the last Saobath, when I was ena-

bled to call upon him with my whole heart;

and to find some consolation and support to my
burdened mind in the exercise of faith and
prayer. Oh, what in the present perturbation,

conflict and uneasiness of my spirit could sup-

port me, but those divine consolations which

from time to time the Lord is graciously pleas-

ed to bestow upon me. liow long, O Lord,

how long hast thou appointed, that i shall labor

under this perplexity; Lord, not.my will b ;t

thine be done; only be pleased to give me the

spirit of submission and humble wailing upon

tbee, tiiat so 1 faint not; neither let go my con-

fidence in thee, the God of hope. Lord, hav-

ing again renewed my covenant with thee, give

me a heart to enjoy the privileges of the i

mint; anil with holy boldness to draw near the

throne of Grace, and looking up to Jesus, the

*( mediator of the covenant, by prayer and
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supplication, to make kno-.vn unto thee all my
requests. Lord, I spread before thee all my
wants, unto thee I pour out all my complaints;

be graciously pleased to attend to the sorrow-

ful sighing of thy poor creature; and according

to the riches of thy goodness in Christ Jesus,

to perform for me, those things which I have

so long and so earnestly desired of thee; and
for which I am still calling upon thee by day

and by night; above all things, O Lordl

me grace to walk bolily; to avoid temptation;

to keep in the path of duty, and of watchful-

ness. Hold thou me up, Lord! and so shall I

be safe.

June 10th. Holy resolutions which I desire

to enter into this day.

To watch more against my easily besetting

sin; and frequently in the day, to ask m\
what 1 am about in this respect.

To be more diligent in leading the word of

God with meditatic

To have my thoughts under better govern-
ment; saying frequently to them, "whence
comeat thou, and whither goest thou."
To watch against indolence; remembering

that the Christian life is a warfare; and that the

kingdom of Heaven must be taken with a holy

violence, and cannot be obtained by the slothful.

To watch against extravagance and self in-

dulge!, u-, and to endeavor to walk more use-
lully than i Lave hitherto d<

To remember the vow which I have lately
made unto the Lord; and to be |

him with a holj for the time m\ 1

shall be permitted w uh songs of thanksgivings
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to pay unto the Lord this vow; and to record

his mercy.
1 1th. Oh, wretch that I am, who shall deliv-

er me from the body of this death; immediate-
ly after holy vows and godly resolutions, I have

committed grievous sins, so that 1 am in hor-

ror, and dread, and fear lest I should sin away
all God's mercy; alas, Lord! I am so \ile and
wretched, that I am now afraid almost ev-

en to pray; yet nothing else can do for me;
Lord! I am so vile, that I am a terror to my-
self. Oh, my God! for the sake of Christ, have
pity on me a miserable sinner. Oh, wash me
In his precious blood; cleanse me from my re-

newed and aggravated guilt; and be pleased to

give me thy Holy Spirit to enable me to be
more watchful for the future. Lord! I trem-
ble u'lder a sense of guilt; and am so frightened

at my own folly, that I am afraid of thy
j

ments, and seem ready to give up ail tor
I

Lord! have mercy upon me, a most miserable

sinner; and pardon me, I earnestly beseech
thee; purify my sin defiled and spotted soul;

me From despair; enter not into judgment
with me for I can hardly abide the condemna-
tion of my own conscience; Oh, how much
less the severity of thy justice. Suffer me not,

O Lord! to go on in any course of sin; and let

this renewed experience of my wretchedness

and weakness, make me seek more earnestly

for that grace by which alone I can be kept

from tallingin to tiie greatest sins here, and in-

to the depths of hell hereafter.

2 1st. Dr. Keith's text. Prov. viii,32. "Now,
therefore, hearken unto me, O ye children;

for blessed are they that keep my ways." To
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Jiearken to Christ, includes attending to his

providences; attending to his precepts; wor-

shipping him with the heart; by an open pro-

fession; by a suitable conversation; the bles-

sedness 01 keeping his ways; peace and joy in

believing God's comfortable presence with

them through life and at death, with cv joyful

eternity; serious address to sinners, and to pro-

fessors. Dr. Hollinshead's text. Luke viii,

and IS. "Take heed, therefore, how ye hear.
,,

This duty includes a constant attendance on

the means of hearing; with preparation of the

mind before hearing. We should hear with

meditation, with prayer, with profession, and

with an endeavor to bring forth fruits answer-

able to our advantages; arguments for this

careful attention; when faithfully administered

it is the word of God, and we must give an ac-

count to God for our improvement or misim-
provement of gospel opportunities; address

to the young on the advantages of early re-

ligion.

22nd. Monday- My mind is at present and
lias for some days been in a state of awful con-

flict. I am waiting upon God for a mercy
which I have sought so long and so earnestly,

that I cannot but think God lias drawn me to

pray for it. liy the morning dawn, in the

-watches of the night, at noonday, and at even-

ing tide, I am still at the throne of grace; be-

sides, many a thought sent thither in the

course of every hour, while at the ncce-
avocation* of my situati . the promisea

of God; his merciful manifestations; his tokens
for good make me hope and rejoiee; again, n.y

•Us plunge mc into despair, and I am v.

11
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faint, and comfortless; in the present mon;
my heart fainteth within me, and my spirit is

exceedingly troubled Succor me. O Lord!
succor me, for I greatly need thine aid. Be-
hold a humble broken hearted supplicant ac-

knowledging herself unworthy of the very
crumbs of thy mercy; yet trusting in thee for

extraordinary displays of mercy. Send thy re-

viving grace, for 1 am perplexed. Oh, my
God! keep me from sinful murmurings and
distrust; make me patient in tribulation; and
carry on within me the work of sanctification.

Lord! be pleased to grant me the desire of

my heart, which I mean to ask with a holy, not

a sinful impatient importunity; and my soul

shall praise thee with joyful lips.

26th. Prepare me O Lord! for all events

that may be before me, whether comfortable

or adverse I am in great darkness; be pleas-

ed to enlighten me. 1 lack wisdom; Oh I

who upbraidest not, be pleased to give li

allv, and according to my great nece

thou my counsellor by day, and my instrui

by night; give me that blessed knowl.

which comes from thy \ ; let me s

the feet cf Jesus, and learn his will;

know it, and learn to do, and learn t

Wonderful ha\e been thy dealings with

lor some time \\

prayer; but Oh, in how differ

from what I expected; nevi

been such astonishing admixtures of n

with judgment, that I can only love, adv

and praise. While thou hast punished mine

iniquities, and by the very methods of i;

ing my request, brought my sin to rerneai-
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brances and made my flesh tremble for fear

of judgments; thou hast given n e faith; held

up my goings, and made my soul rejoice in

thy salvation; and now Lord! what shall I

I desire to notice thy providence; to bless thee

for thy mercy of yesterday, when so great a

burden was taken from my mind; and I will

hope that thy goodness will speedily put an
end to the remaining troubles under which I

labor, and do ail that for me, which my soul

could expect from such extraordinary begin-
nings of favor, and which it never could have
prayed for so earnestly, if thou hadst not ena-
bled me. Answer me, O my God! in mercy
and not in judgment; and let me not lose thy
blessings, either from not asking, or from ask-
ing amiss. Oh thou great Searcher of hearts,

known unto thee are all my thoughts; send out
thy light and thy truth; and let them teach me;
and make all my thoughts, ali my desires, and
all my prayers, such as thou wilt graciously
approve; accept and answer for the sake of

t Jesus, that great mediator between Ciud
and :. trough whom nlone, 1 have
any confi drawing nigh to th<

29th. Oil, careless, wretched, sinful crea-

ture; Lord, let not i nil; save me or
I perish.

July 3d. Desirinj cm time f

J;OUt
sins committed since the lasi month; and my

t very lou

.

urination,

I find that i ha\(
i into

sihs rep*

i

II
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'.v; nevertheless, I think and I. ope that

sin becomes every day a greater burden to mefc

that I am never at rest in the commission of

it, and that I am more than usually afraid of its

indwelling power, and cannot pass even a few
hours without looking to "Jesus, and longing
for pardon and sanctification; yet alas, alas;

this is not where I ought to be. I have been
many years a professor; God has been won-
derfully gracious both in spiritual and tempo-
ral affairs; and instead of having just life

enough to be grieved at sin, and desirous of

holiness, I ought to have made great advan-

ces in sanctification, and to have been emi-
nently pious, instead of being saved as it were
by fire. I ought to be able to say, U I have*

fought the good fight." Lord! be thou pleas-

ed to pardon all my deficiences; to fill me witli

grac >*, and to enable me very much to im-
prove, at this time. Oh, meet me this day in thy

conns, may I be filled with the spirit of prayer,

and nuu my heart very much disengaged from
thia world. I desire at this time particularly

to notice Ciod's providential dealings with me;
more especially some remarkable incidents

which have happened to me within three years:

tojgli for his judgments, and to rejoice

in ti.e manifestations of his mercy. 1 have late-

ly received some especial favors, which 1 de-
sire gratefully to remember, and to show forth

my thanksgivings with my lips and by my life;

with respect to some other concerns. God is

leading me by a way that I know not; hut 1 am
persuaded it will be the right way; yea, I can-

not but think that having done so much for

me, so unexpectedly, so compassionately, he
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will fulfil ere long all my desire, and make
?ue to know that lie is a wonder working God,
Oh, that this may he a day of great devotion

with me; may God bless the minister who is to

preach and provide for evi ung soul,

tiiat which shall be most suitable for it,

July 5th. Dr. Keith's text Isaiah xlv, 24.

"Surely shall one say, in the Lend have I

righteousness and strength." Reviving words
to souls ready to sink in despondency under
a remembrance oi past sins, and consc

of present weakness. Christ is the Lord, In

whom we have tl and this

glh. Our righteousness as what
we hud deserved, 6

God and offending es us not only

from the
g

us strength lor all our v. u:

fare; the chri

a lite of diligc

tance of u
lions, v. hi in our

strength; - ij i*

seeking soul's, professed di

.:.

I

J
\o\\ i> a i (

es UlltO tii-t
;>

\ OVtS oi ii of

riy or p
..-> well c a uudi

i Iden; but thi

10 be
our Lordi Mid d< du
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newing such \ uur-
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selves or our children by baptism; and of com-
ing to the table of the Lord; times of special

affliction; example of Jacob -when he left

to go into a strange land; times
oi special mercy and deliverance; example of

David, when he penned the 1 1 6th Psalm; ex-
hortation to those who have already taken the

vows of the Lord upon them in the ordirance
of the Lord's Supper; to those who keep back
from a dread of giving up tin- world and 1m

bound to walk more strictly; to those who keep
back from a fear ol not performing their vi

and of falling off. The rirst arc in an awful

state, the latter have every thing toencoura
exhortation to all; for all have in some de

the vows of the Lord upon them. Who, but

at some period of their lives, in some time of

awful affliction) some threatened stroke upon
their property, their reputation, their dearest

relations, have called upon God. and prom-
ised to devote themselves to him, if he would
but help them. Who but in some threatening

danger by sea or by land; soon

illness; some sore pressure of mind or b

have, at some period of their lives, in v

way or other, taken the vows of the Lord U]

them; nay, day's mercy calls t\

for gratitude; and, above all, the gift 6f G
Son, and the offers of salvation, parttcul

binds us t<> it. A very excellent sermon,

most particularly suited to the

mind. I desired and attempted in the c

ing to take a survey of (iod's Ri

both spiritual and temporal. Ofmymai
j

vows; to beseech <f Christ lo undertal

nle, from a sense of my own in;
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holy resolutions; with holy shame and indigna-

tion did I complain to my God of the preva-

lence of my easily besetting sin, in spite of all

the vows I had made against it; most earnestly

did I pray to God to take me then; to remove
me that very night, rather than I should live

to be the bond slave of corruption, or that this

iniquity should be my ruin.

1 desire to renew a vow, which I made some
time ago to the Lord; namely, if th * Lore!

would grant me a certain favor, which I have

for some time desired of him, (I hone accord-

ing to Ins will, because I have been most won-
derfully drawn to pray on the subject; and
when my heart was bursting with grief, I have
felt such inward consolations, and reo
such tokens for good as could only come ;

God,) which favor I also desire of him as far as

I can know myself, with sincere resignation

and wishes to submit to his will, if he should
be pleased to disappoint me; the vow 1 have

made, and made in the anguish of my soi

this: if the Lord shall be graciously pleased to

perform this thing lor me, 1 will keep two
day* of thanksgivi:

1 bhall live; on each dl to the |

id out so:; C OO-

iurs. Lord! I

id all my life ought to

iber thou

Withholdest; but 1 desire to du this, it' thou
shall opportunit]

a bind upon in) own heart to

member the Lord's mercy; and a means of

i\ heart nearer to thee* In addition

Bsirc to keep two days of humiliation
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in every year on id days; to sit mourr.fi

re lhe Lord of Hosts* and lo humble my-
self for those sins, which have been as a sep-

ting cloud between God and my soul, and

may have been the means of keeping me so

long in a state of darkness, perplexity, and
anxiety, known only to my poor sorrowful

heart, and to the Maker of my frame. Lord!

have mercy on me, a most miserable sinner;

and make every path of duty plain and straight

before my feu t. Whit time I am afraid, 1 will

call upon God; even upon God, that pcrform-
eth all tilings for his people; O may 1 be one
of then .

19th. Dr. K< ith*J text- Psalm lxx\ii, 7, 8,

9. fcWilltlM [ I off lor ever? and will

he be favorable no n.ore? is his mercy clean

r; doth his promise fail for ever-

I Hath God fi r i bo gracious; hath

he in anger shut up his lendci mercies."
introduction, 'i of David's mind,

when le penned ibis Psalm; the anxious in-

quii'i o people of God, whenever his

dispensations to them or dealings *ilh them
i with their desires; w.ese

gloomy thougliis aiise from ti.e

jiiogment oi sense, the weakness ol faith; or

iicxu taking only a superficial Me v. ol

ce, * Lthoul adi mil
may Le their final \\ e are

milled ;o be in ihis frame, to discover
corruption and \u.
for tlie trying and exciting cur .

the fcioiy i God. Wh< n in lJ

either iron; tht
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(he anguish of spiritual distress, wc should be
encouraged to trust in God,
in prayer, following the example of the v. i

of Canaan; instead cf saving, why will God so

long refuse the desire of my heart; we should

say, why should I not continue to wail n

God, who wiy assuredly grant me the spiritual

blessings I ask; and even not refuse me the

temporal mercies I wish for, if they be for my
good. Great encouragement to parents to

pray for the salvation of their children* or of

any near and dear friend, who is much on then-

hearts. Persevering prayer can do wonders.
The longer we have waited for any especial

Tnercy, the more delightful will it be to find

Cod performing all things for us. When God
Lath heard the prayer of our petition, and
granted it in some measure, we should cheer-

fully acknowledge it, and have a new song in

our mouths, even the praises of our God,
5ng, "Who is like unto thee, O Lord! among
the gods; who is like unto thee, glorious in

holiness, fearful in praises, doing wonders."

This sermon was wonderfully suited to the

state of my mind, and the situation of my af-

fairs. I have been more than usually enlarged
in prayer for our ministers the past week; unci

1 felt tl is morning as if God had ii d

nr,e, by our valuable Dr. Keith's mouth, a word
in due season; may Cod strengthen I

unci establish his heart, and return sevenfold

into his bosom his labors ot love among us.

May he find God to be to him, as he described
liim to us this morning, by way of encotin
ment to prayer, the Father ol c

, arul the

Cod of all consola. 1 • d in cove:
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who overrule!h all things for the good of his

people, rod n% i M m t>ke ail t! I together

For their best advantage* O. that I could have

faiiij and ' tc> wait

trial. aBfl not to judge of th< Lord's dealings

by ih< liofthe present moment, reii t m-
berii t of J oh; for who, said Dr.

Keith, could have thought what designs of

mercy the Lord bad n.r this man; hud they

beheld him deprived of his property, bereaved
oi his children, mitten in his flesh, persecuted

by his enemies, censun d by his friends, and
even his God writing bitter things against

him; and yet the latter end oi this man was to

bt better than hits beginning.

Dr. Holiinshead's text. 2 Timothy iv, 7.

"I have fought a i^ood fight; I have finished

my course; 1 have kept the faith." A retro-

spect of our past lives, a useful employment,
particularly proper and pleasing in the close

o' life, if we have the testimony of a good con-

science, that we have fought the good fight; to

fight the good fight, implies a life of holiness^

according to the rules of the gospel; not build-

ing on any wrong foundation or setting up de-

cent moiaiity in the roi m oi christian holiness;

it implies also a progrt ssion in sanctification;

not io progress is to decline; to figLt the good
includes also perseverance to the ends

address to those who have entered the lists;

and to those who have not yet begun the war-

fare.

31st. My soul is exceedingly sorrowful and

ry, because of sin. Oh, that 1 had wings,

i i k e a dove, that J might flee away and be at

rests 1 hoped that through grace I had walked
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>wore carefully, more warily of late, and trust-

ed that, at this season of solemnities, I should
be enabled to praise God, for having ma
better progress ia reii^iun; but, ala*, within A
few days I have (alien of}'; ceased to resist with

vigor the assaults of my easily besetting sin;

and my soul is full of trouble and darkness;

yea, my God, whom I have offended, bideth his

face from me, and I am troubled. Oh Lord!
have mercy upon me, and either give me power
against sin, or full pardon, through Christ, for

all my pas* offence -peedy entrance in-

to that world, where I shad neyer si: j . Oh
.Lord! I am faint and weary; 1 loathe and abhor

if. Oh. < ionate my cast; help me
by thine Almighty power, and let sin never so

reign in me at should quietly obey it.

ramental
ih In the morning I felt my heart so

ah undei a n mensbrance of past sins,

i recently commit*
I myself down as a

crite, (it only for damnation, iip

i so utterly unwortl with

the ehildi that I thought 1 ruusi

i at home in sorrow, and tear-., sod
ver, with at , fearing,

i I scr<

in-

one; btl I ft Sf 1 hat e more
; my heart broken, than of bar-

nforted; for trul) , I am it sin-

i I considered my broken vows, my
ntinue on sin-

ting
this particular time, when 1 am waiting on
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Oocl for answers to prayer, and when every
power of my soul ought to be engaged in his

service; when I felt thai my sins are not trif-

ling ones, such as the weakness of human na-
ture, or the strength of temptation might pal-

liate; but that I am a wretch, deserving of

m >rc wrath, and temporal, and eternal chas-

tisement, than any creature ever was, who had
r received one half the mercies from God

that I have; I was afraid to make any more
resolutions; afraid to hope that ever I should
be better, and in the dread of myself, the ina-

bility which I feel to walk perfectly before my
I, even for one week, the dread ot being a

prey to temptation, and the bond slave of i

1 aption as long i.s I shall live, I could only wish
that God won la be giaciously pleased just to

save my soul from hell; among the many man-
sions which are in his house to appoint for me
the very lowest, and to remove me from this

state of conflict, and warfare, where I am so

often foiled. Oh, my Savior! be pieased W
hide me in thy bosom; I am more weak and
more wicked than any thou didst ever under-

take for; and if thou leave me one moment to

myself, 1 am lost for ever. Oh, dear Savior!

heal my backsliding*; bring back my wan-
dering feet, and have pity on the poorest

wretch that ever came before thee; above all

things, keep me from ever being contented ill

any state of sin; Oh, deliver me from being

contentedly guilty.

tgutt 2 jd. Last Thursday a prayer socie-

ty was held at Dr. Keith's. 1 hear there

been one for about a fortnight on Sunday c\

ings, at Dr. Hollinshcad's. I pray God ac-
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company them with his blessing for the good
juIs and the revival of religion; my own

mind is not ret made up about attending tl

I look to God, who knows all my thoughts and

all my circumstances, for direction.

September 7th. Three things I have partic-

ularly desired of the Lord at his tabl

: 1st. That my easily besetting sin might
receive its death's wound; that I may never be

under its dominion; or that of any other

yea, rather than I should ever live in the vol-

untary indulgence of any sin, that it would
tse God to remove me from time to eteri i-

ty, if I might bat have the lowest seat in.

J-leaven, where 1 may see his face and never
sin. 2d. The thorough conversion of a very

near and dear friend, with such an interference

of Providence in some particular concerns of

theirs as may be to me, if it be his blessed

-will, an evident answer to prayer. 3d. That
my dear husband may be preserved from
worldly entanglements, and enabled so toman-
age his earthly affairs, that they m..v never i; -

terfere with his heavenly business; and more
especially that we may rather be satisfied with

a smaller portion of this world's goods,

to run the risk of being greatly involved. In

pouring out my heart 1 ^!, these things

were particularly on my mind; and I hope
sented through my gracious Intercessor and
Mediator with some degree of fervor, of hope,

and of trust in God; but something also is m c-

essury on my part, and 1 d< .tee to be
cnabied to avoid the occasion^ of sin, uum
pecially of the bin over which I have so much
mourned, and against which I did at that timo
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so earnestly pn v. May I cull myself lo a i

account what indi;
I
have given to this

iniquity; what self denial I have exercised

concerning it, and never leave watching and
praying, till God has granted me some victory,

or removed me from the land of conflict- For
the second petition I will strive and lcok to

Christ for help, to walk holily and uprightly,

that so those who love me may see nothing in

me, to hinder them from entering on a relig-

ious life. For the third, my wish is to man-
age my family affairs with discretion; to avoid

extravagance; to make no unnecessary de-
mands on my dear and affectionate husband,
that the desire of largely supplying my wants
or wishes, may not be a snare to him to make
him engage in large schemes for riches, and
to this I feel particularly bound by my father's

having been permitted to give us so small a

portion of his fortune, compared to what he
had declared to be his intention; and on the

strength of which I lived less frugally in the

first years after my marriage than 1 should
have done; but who; O Lord is sufficient for

these things; not I, a poor, weak, wretched
creature; whose daily experience is an experi-

ence of proncness to folly and backsliding.

At thy feet, therefore; Oh my crucified Savior!

do I tall. Wash me in thy precious blood;

Graciously grant me the pardon of im
sins and send into niy C Holy (i

the sanctifitr; that those things tor which I

. no power, may, through help obtained

from Heaven, b<- performed ill me and by me.
Sunday, January 3d, 1796 Let me not re-

ceive especial favor ot the Loid and fail, sc I
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have too often done, to record it. My God
me on this clay such manifestations of

his grace, his power, his ail sufficiency, as

ought never to be foi gotten. Exercised with

inward conflicts and with borrow of heart, un-

der which J have groaned for near eie\en

months past, and which from some peculiar

circumstance have exceeded in kind and cun-

thiuance, all the other soirowsof my life, with-

out any alleviation in outward appearance I

drew near to that God, who has supported me
from sinking altogether, and from time to

time has granted me such refreshments of

grace as have kept me from utterly fainting

under the pressure of this affliction, so griev-

ous, so complicated, so inexplicable to any
but him unto whom I have daily poured forth

my complaint; yea and sought him also in the

night season. Some additional causes of sor-

row had happened to me within the last week,
which had been also causes of drhing me
nearer to my only helper and comfoi te r, though
with much admixture of sin and unbelief on
my part. I had been seeking of God, the di-

jiis ot his providence, and the teachi

ot his good Spirit with deep humiliation

e through the whole wetkj
tit supplii

unto him tne requi so long
uitii my

ion to his w ill

it should d On

expressi-

on-,
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unto mc in the breaking of bread, and in such
manifestations of hi 9 pi -I rejoice

having experienced; but 1 cannot deserib i

them in any suitable manner; nevertheless I

will record Ihem to the glory of God's grace,

and as memorials against my heart, should it

ever be so treacherous as to forget them.
Having poured forth my soul unto God, and
besought him that he would either give me
the desire of my heart, or bow my will entire-

ly to his will; granting that I might in very-

deed and in very truth be. the Lord's, whatev-
er should be denied me. I ielt such an anni-

hilation of self, such a swallowing up of my will

in the will of God, that my soul lay, as it were
prostrate at the fov>t of the cross. U lay meekiy
and sweetly at the feet of Jesus, saying, Lord!

not my will but thine be done. Lord, let thy

•will be done in mc, and by me, and upon me.
This 1 know I have often said, and said sin-

cerely; but then 1 have said it painfully and
-with conflict; bui now, I said it with inex-

pressible sweetness of acquiescence, cheer-

fully giving up all to God, though in that all

•was comprehended, that for which I had been
playing tor many months, ano believing my-
self praying according to the dii d, on
account of the \ cry great dmv u I n.y

heart to pray in the way 1 ich I
could only account tor ing Iron. God.

v, thought 1, what is rd about to do;

he is cither preparing an answer to

prayer, or by some rough, though right way,
to draw me nearer to himself. As \c t in

. respect I walk in darkness, . mg
what the will of the Lord is, excepting
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that I am assured of his loving kindness from
the communion which I have had with him
and with his Son Jesus. I felt in this

the Sunday, and all the Monday; on Moi day
evening, through Monday night, and on Ti

day morning, 1 felt the same resignation,

with some degree of trembling, from some-
thing which had happened, expecting i

soon to be called to the trial, which I ha<

long dreaded; but on Tuesday the will of God
was in some degree manifested to me, and I

ivedsuch assurance about the affair which
perplexed and bowed me d

•
1 couid hardly believe u hat I heard; aid

i.ou ( o has done so much for me, will

not leave his work unfinished. I

that the Almighty God, who nas so faranswi r-

i, will perform lor me the whoie de-
i my heart. O may 1

f his i by forgetting

i feel

ruber the \ om ^ 1

io him ii my sorrov .

. 6. »*Com<

t desolations i

Dr. Hoi ^ text L
I ;mt these I i

G erfcd

i pt ye

the lasi \,u:., i
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fire, and both most excellently calculated to dp
irood. Dr. Ilollinshead was in a most particu-

lar manner serious, pathetic, and animated.

May God bless the pious labors of our good
ministers, and their constant attention m seize

every opportunity, when the hearts of their

hearers are most likely to be impressible, to

do the work of the Lord, and preach his word
with fidelity and zeal.

sluguxt 23d. Eleanor and myself taken with

the fever. I had it moderaiely, but our dear

Eleanor was like to die; she was brought low,

indeed, and our hearts were filled with an-

guish on her account; but it pleased God to

give efficacy to the means used for her recov-

ery; a fourth bleeding, more copious than

three preceding ones, seemed to relieve

some of the mo.st distressing and alarming
symptoms she labored under. I did r.oi hiJe

her danger from her, and have since repeated-

ly urged to her the propriety of devoting to

i ;uc life which he redeemed from the

grave. Gracious God, enable me not only to

teuch her, but also to walk unblameabiy before

her, that my precepts and example may be in

unison; and may she and all our dear children

be the Loid's in deed and in truth,

September 13th. At five in the morning,
Mrs. Keith died; she was a very good wo-

man; lived a religious life; and, as lur as the

violence of her disorder would permit, appear-
ed to bear her testimony to what she had ex-

perienced of the truths and comforts of relig-

ion to the last

18th. in tnc morning Dr. Keith preached to

rgc congregation a very excellent
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.moving sermon, from John xiv, 27. "Peace

I leave with you, my peace I give unio you.

Not as the world giveth, give I unto you.

Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it

be afraid."

January 29th, 1797. I no longer note the

text, because my eldest daughter does, which

1 think a good means of fixing the Scriptures

in her memory,
. vembcr 29th, 1797. Since the death of

my dear Utile Jane, which happened the last

day of July, aiter two months of anxiety and

suspense, I have been in great weakness of

body, and sadness of mind. During the last

three weeks of her sickness, I was deeply ex-
ercised in soul. Some very especial sins and
failures in duty, were set home on my con-

science, and in her sickness 1 felt the rod due to

my departures from God, and the Ufterenness

of my walk. I endeavored to seek the Lord,

by deep contrition, confession of sin, repen-

tance^ faith, and prayer. I sought the Lord
by day, and spent almost every hour of the

night, that i could spare from nursj]

irate before him, taking hardly any be

reat 1 thought if the hte of the child should
be granted me, it would lr

,
ih-_i

the Lord, I ^ake, had
those tilings, which, v.

,
and

with such brol

cd before him; and there a

of bej

M> child was taken, and 1 v

.

ed into the double sorrow ol i niOBt

cherished and beloved infant) and oi

oi the Lu.
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a refusal to be entreated by so cm rat a sh

Lord! I desire to he humbled, and to aeknowl*
edge thy rightful sovereignly over me and

mine; to lay my hand upon my mouth, and
my mouth in the dust before thee, and to

Righteous art thou, O Lord! in all thy v.

and just in all thy judgments. Any thing

that is not hell, is too good for me; and, there-

fore, I desire not only to submit, hut to ad-

mire the giace that leaves me untouched in

part From the death of this baby, to the

present hour, my body has been in a suae of

great weakness; and with regard to the soul,

1 have walked in darkness My will is

brought into humble submission to the divine

will, but 1 have had none of tl nsible

manifestations of the dlvii e
]

ions ol the Spirit, * hie

of affliction, have enabled m<

before the Lord, bui

Otht 1 trials^

I

many things s< em to

vet 1 would endcai

;. belf upon lh<

mi O Lord! a t; ufi saint, i

confidence w> the i

tiiuu up n

and hide me und< i

till these Calamities be

Lord! to devote myselt to ihee; t<

thee to be n \ and Father in

Christ. 1 ( > rhV Go Ik as

nds of th<

times of trouble and sorrow to take hold of

covenant consolations, and to remember that
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.all shall work for good to those st in

-tfiee. Help me to look back to pas': experi-

ences; to call to mind thy former answers to

prayer, and 10 trust that thou, who hast hi

ed me hitherto, wilt not now forsake
• Supnort me under the late denials of ar a

to prayer. Show m^ any unrepented sin; dis-

cover to me ai Iged or hidden

which may have provoked thee to hide thy

face from me, and give me that true repen-

tance, which consisteth, not only in confess-

ing, but in forsaking sin. Lord! thou kr.ow-

est my present wants and necessities, the bur-

dens of my spirit, and every inward grief. I

desire to be careful for nothing, but in every-

thing by prayer and supplication to make
known my requests unto thee. Giant, or re-

fuse what I imagine I want, as thou, O Lord,

shall see fit; only grant that, at all times and

in all seasons, I may walk as becomcth a trur.

Christian* O thou merciful High Priest, who
art touched with a tender compassion for our
infirmities; thou who makest intercc

•without ceasing for thy redeemed ones, look

upon ice in this time of trouble. Thou know-
est my groanings, and my sighs and tears are

not hid from thee. Hear nu- from heaven, thy

dwelling nd when thou .

mercy. Suffer, O Lord! no tried to befall

i w hich tl i et make mc a w ay to

tpe, and make me ki renewed ei

e, if it be thy blessed »illj that nothing
> haul for the Lord, that

vy that it c ind bhori-

: that it cai
*

me to di
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between ir v God and my soul. Oh,
if it be thy will; remove the pressure ui.i.'cr

which I labor; or give me that thorou
nation of mind; which Etbecometh the ci

ture to exercise toward its Creator.

Oh Father, Son, and Holy Ghost] I give my-
self tip to thee, to be, and to do, and to bear
wh uever tnou shah see fit for me during my
journey through life. Renouncing all self

government, I desire to have my will swallo.v-

ed up in the divine will, and to submit myself
to the rightful authority and the merciful dis-

posal of the majesty of Heaven, supremely de-

siring nothing but salvation for me and mine,
and persuaded that God will order all things

better for me Man I could for myself. Yet
since. Oh Lord! thou dost not only permit but

encourage us to come nigh to thy throne of

grace, and to spread our wants before thee,

permit a poor worm to claim this privilege,

and to Relieve her sorrows by pouring them
oui before thee, and beseeching the interfer-

ence of thy mercy in her present concerns.

Doth God care lor sparrows, and will he not

care for his people? fhou dost care, O Lord!

and my faith and hope are in thee, that now,
even now, O my God! thou wilt show that,

though for some months past, thou hast ap-

d lo hide thy face from me, to reject me,
and cover thyself as with a thick cloud, on

t ray trai thou wilt no

long* thy bruised reed, but that for

me, even mc, most unworthy, there shall be

a gracious revival, a merciful and provide

, up.
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Shall not the Judge of the whole earth do
right O yes, he will. Shall not he, who free-

ly gave his own Son For us, deal kindly by Ins

redeemed ones. Oh yes, he will Be not,

therefore, cast down, Oh my soul, neither be

thou disquieted within me, for I shall yet

praise him, who is the light of my countenance
and my God; yea, I will even now plaice ;.«:n,

for whether he gives or takes, he is still rny

God; aiid seeing the whole, while I see only in

pari, will always do better forme than I couid

for niyse 4 f

Resoiu.ions made at this time.

To watch against my easily besetting sin.

To read the woid of God with more medi-
tation.

To lift up mv heart to the Lord, whenever I

awake in the night.

To ^ncourage religious conversation in the
family on all fit <>cc,.si< ns, particularly with my
beloved Miss Futerell.

To be more watchful and earnest in inward
jaculatory prayer.

To be much in player for my de *r husband,
and to endeavor, to be to him a useful as well

l loVil.g W;

To endeavoi 10 see the hand of God in ev
thing, and to undei thing without a

>ing.

>1 to let a *.| ii ii of Indoh ncc y,c{ ihfl better

nd in

od most especially help me;
w In n an) ihii b much on my

iv apl to be Ii j.UVa
c ihciu.
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1 bruar \ 1799. So far as I knew my ow U
heart, I think I desire resignation to t

will ; urihly good. I

have some temporal affYirs pressing on mv
mind, ana am hanging on Providence for the
events oi the two ensuing d t I trust,

that a desire to live to God, and to grow in

grace, are still greater anxieties with me, than
any Worldly Concerns; yet the Lord, who
knoweth otfr frames, and considereth of what
we are made, and is well acquainted with our
different temperaments and constitutions, sees
that lam not wholly devoid of agitation; but I

true: sees thai it is of that chastened
kim! ree not inconsistent with
sincere piety, and trust in himself. Indeed I

iay even say that I feel holy joy in

G and a thorough conviction that he will do
all • inga well. Hitherto he hath helped me,
and lie will not now forsake me. He hath car-

eu for my soul, he will not be unmindful of

my leaser concerns. He bath prepared my
heart u> pray, he will surely hear my cry. I

am SO ill, even of what would be good
for me, that it is my glory to put my trust in

his wisdom; so weak, that I rejoice in his pow-
er; so blind that I am thankful to be guided by

him. Ii he chooses to grant that which I de-

si. to his praise shall it be recorded. If he
(hold it, still will I joy in my God, and be
ned that it is just as it should be; only, O

Lord! while the suspense lasts, be pleased to

keep me from unprofitable dejections; to pre-

serve me in an evenness of mind and cht er-

ftllne&s of temper, becoming a christian, and
worthy a follower of the Lamb. Bless my I
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;
point out to him the

;

make all his way plain; bring him
i gh these worldly perplexities; make me
.tfurt and blessing to him and to his chil-

t, while my life is prolonged; and so ;

him in his difficulty trials, that he may
say, this is the Lord's doing, and it i

in our eyes. O Lord, I commit all to

thee thou know est my groanings; ihou seest

heart; my trust is in thee; my case is c.;st

\ipunt!ie«% 1 will hide me ow
v wings, until these calamities be <;\«. rp- 4 st.

Thy merry hath been often expel will

I will

cdl upon thee. In God is my trust; in his

the he; I men. I will not

then fear what man can do. May he enabl

to he just and upright to ail, and not permit

any to oppress and be hai

'March 14, 1801. Oh, my God, I desire this

solemnly to renew my covenant

with thee, that t l« so lon£

>n and all my desire; but also

to open my heart to those ci ns which
it affords, and particularly at this lime, us hav*

ncerns for time and for etc-.

;:.c hands; and to look up io thee foi

direction which my circumstances require,

and which none !>m thou canst suitably

As it is a time of perplexity and diilicultjr

villi ui_-, let it be also a lime of faith and
Known ui *rt all my

s, and unto thee do 1 commit them. Let
thy Providence protect me; let thy good Spirit

guide me, that in the issue of these I

I

-ec cause to admire iby grace and yood-

i.j
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ness, and to add another Ehcnezer to my past

sweet experiences of thy fatherly care and

overruling wisdom; and to chide niv heart that

it should ever, for a moment, doubt thy compas-
sions, or despond under thy merciful chastise-

ments. Bless, O bless my dear husband; give

him the light and direction which he needs; be

thou his strong tower of defence in every time

of trouble; enable me to be a comfort to him,

during our joint pilgrimage on earth, and give

us finally to be made partakers of those eternal

joys, in the hopes of which our light and mo-
mentary afflictions) by thy supporting grace,

may be calmly and steadily borne, so long as

thou shait see meet to continue them. O
Lord who gives liberally to those who ask, and

that without upbraiding, give us • dom,
prudence, and discretion so especial I) i.

»ary to use in our present affairs. Help thou
us, and so shall we be helped; leave us not,

neither forsake us, for in thee is our trust.

March 5, 1802. On looking into this book,

I see it is near a twelvemoth since 1 have

noted in writing, any of the Lord's deal

with n,c; yet surely my heart, with gratefi

membrance, looks back on many trials gone
through; on many mercies received. In all

the perplexities of our situation, how good has

God been, not only to hold our souls in life,

but to give the enjoyment of vigorous health

to my dear husband and family, that we have
neither had the additional expenses nor the ad-

ditional anxieties of sickness to our other cares,

and in the midst of cares, how graciously

have I been supported and assisted. In times
of greatest need, how has Cod helped! He has
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first, by liis ^racc, helped me to a contented

ful mind, lis proTidenee
lly supplied my returning wants.

now to turn u

ard pressure arc.!

lan refuge seemed to

sh w
ars of thi

!

and f< pe in him, are

grounded on bis own preci his words of prom-
ly sweet md long experience of their

truth. My God has not taken care of me so

long to leave me to perish at Last, either by my
Own folly, or b ..els o[ others. He will

humble because 1 is for our good; but in due
time, he will lift me up again- Yesterday I

wa> full of though) and care. No provisions in

I dry little domestic debts of ab-

sity to be paid. My dear friend

full of business in the way of his

u but no money coming in. 1 «raa

the Bible; my mind wandered to the

ol my finances; and 1 thought with my
hous

i am I to do; I

i
God, try

out, by some exertion of your own,

n u sum should b

the . What do
|

\our

i u insti uction and

C me
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domestic v on my mind;
saying at the same time ^this'money has t

1

from a most anexj from
a man who had ever, said he would not pay,

and now at this Marly hour of the morni
-when I was not thinking ofitj he has brou

this money M
. \nd now let an infidel call this

a lucky chance, if, when he had no money to

provide for a large family, an unexpected sup-

ply should come to his hands; but let mc fall

clown and worship before the Lord.and say, Oil

thou! that nearest and answercst prayer, unto

thee in every necessity of soul and body, will I

come. This is but one instance of manifold

interventions of Providence which I have ex-

perienced, and which, although, not written

down in books, are deeply engraven on my
heart, and treasured up in my memory, and,

Oh thou, who hast been pleased to provide

necessary food for my family, vouchsafe also

to feed our souls with the bread of life. I trust

to sit down tomorrow at thy table. Oh give the

meat which endureih unto life;

enable me to k-^d by fai heart on the

precious body and blood of m; ee^r Redeemer,
the purchaser ot i

temporal. Be also with my dear husband, on

this sweet and solemn i n; be with my
dear urell; and, although absent in

body maj she have spiritual communion with

her dear Savior, and with his people. Be with

my dear children, dispose their young hearts

to receive divine truth, and may they, by thy

restraining providence, and by an early con-

version In saved from youthful follies, and

made pillars in the temple of our God.
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June 1, 1803. Some voie disappointments

oral matters with-

:, quarters most 'in-

;cially by my dear husband; but,

Lord's hand at all suortcned

thai i e, or his ear heavy, that it

o Be pleased, Oh our gra-

cious God] to keep us from separating sins and
to enable us, by humble prayer and faitft, to

makt our supplications known unto thee, and
though every door on earth should appear

to be shut, thou wilt open the very windows of

Heaven in our behalf, and pour down bles-

sings in such measure and manner on us, as

shall be most for our good and thy glory.

, thou knowest now mournfully I am now
ng before thee; but Oi let not earthly anx-

a eat out the heart of spiritual duties, let

or soul starve, but feed me with the

bread however pinched, however per-

ed, however hedged up and uneasy my
ways may be in other matters. Oh my ti

eiiiv Father! my past experience teaches me
I) on thee- Thou wilt clear up thisdark-

,
ihuu wilt dissipate this providential cloud
uaUie me to say again, the Lord hath help-

ed me. On, £ive me r< n and humlity
to wait thy time, and be I with thj

< >n help to mainta n iul coir,

before my dear husband, that 1 may be a help

I no hindrance to him.
ud help thy poor afflicted, bowed

down and tempest tost servant, and make all

these things work foi good to my poor soul.

June 5, lboj. Lord, b
I

1 praise i

wherewithal shall I come before God, tl e Gotf
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of my nvrcirs. My soul is filled with thank-
fulness, and my mouth with praise. Oh now
let m\ lite be holiness, and let mc remember
the vom s of the Lord, which are upon mc in

the day, when I cried unto thee, thou l.cardcst

me, s igthenedst me with strength in my
soul. When my spirit was bowed down under
the pressure of worldly affliction, thou hast

•m t d me, thou hast enabled mc to cast

all my care on thee, and thou bast relieved

that care; in the hour of extremity thou lust

for us, and when our way seemed
I

ed i'H with difficulties, thou hast mani-

I acious Providence, and made us

to receive, as an especial answer to prayer,

under other circumstances, our thought*

an occnr-

Let
this fw:vor

ne record it to .Tort;

and « Iv n I look 6
• me led; truly Godis good to Israel)

and let n e most e ( to be upi

in heart. Lord, go on to help u<>, to help

deaf husband ][ not only received

good at thy hands, but have our souls

also, been fed with the bread of life, and our

hearts made joyful with tha cop ol salvation.

Oh that in the rach provision,

may ^o on our v. nc( , and a

rity, and seek to grow in grace, and to I , <

our conversation as btcoineih the gospel of

Christ.

Sc/itrmber 25, 1805. Pressed by care, sur-

rounded by dimcukies, and in sore perplexity

from some domestic circumstances, I come to
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thee, O my God, who hast commanded us to

cast all our care on thee, and to draw nigh to

thee in every time of trial. To thee, O my
Heavenly Father! have I long since devoted

myseif, and I now desire to renew the dedica-

tion. To call thee my Father and to be sub-

missive; to call Christ my Savior, and trust in

his mercy; the Holy Spirit my comforter, and
to rejoice in his consolations. Lord, thou

knowest all my desire, and my groaning is not

hid from thee. Oh let my sorrowful sighing
come before thee, and hear thou the prayer of

the afflicted. In every event, O Lord, make
me to remember that 1 have sworn, and that I

>t go back, and that having chosen the

i lor my portion, and desired him above
earthly good, I must be satisfied with ail that

he appoints? and never murmur at \\ hat his will

Only, Lord, do thou be pleased to

boar me up, for I have no strength 10 be re-

el, except thou give it me, therefore, I

up unio thee for that calmness and sub-

ion, which I desire to feel under c

t lying circumstance. Dark as my situation

Dow seems, thou hast but to say, "Let there be
light," and there shall be light. Since it was
not beneath thy condescension to create n

; hitherto to preserve me, it will

not be benetah thy condescension, now to help
kg to my necessities, thou wilt

iid relief, or give grace to bear. OU
e me humility to sutler what thou shalt up-

i, and wisdom to know how to act accord-
ing to the ncc< my situation. Let thy

Spirit teach me, let thy Providence i

make me to Know the path of duty, and dili
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gently to walk in it; suffer me not to grope
about in darkness, nor to be si prey to the rest-

lessness of my own spirit; but give me some
gracious directions to point out to me the

right way of duty and of safety. Oh Lord help

me, for I am very weak; and my only hope and
trust is in thee.

vember J, 1805. "Be still and know that

I am God." I desire O Lord! to be still, and
to know that tlioa art God, so to know it as to

be quiet before thee, and even to preserve a

holy cheerfulness, seeing the same word which
proclaims thy sovereignly, and commands our
submission, says also, "God is our refuge and
strength, a very present help in trouble;" and
surely I have often found thee so; and now al-

though my worldly concerns be not so as na-

ture could desire, and every outward aspect
is gloomy and cheerless; yet let this be all my
solvation, all my desire, all my comfort, that

e is a covenant well ordered and sure; the

of the covenant of an unchanging God. I

therefore come, and bring my burdens 10 the

loot of the cross. He who died for mo, will nev-
er leave nor forsake me; and in every event
wiil older matters so as shall be best for my
soul's salvation, which is aUa\s tin

concern. In temporal things, what time L am
alraid, 1 will trust in him; 1 will make known
to him by pi aver and supplication my request*,

with thanksgiving lor past mercies, and a holy

confidence for wiiat is to come. 1 am now pre-

paiing to draw near to his holy table in a few
days. Let not earth keep out heaven; let not

spiritual duties be cramped, or spiritual

hindered by anxious cares for this world. Fed
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by the bread of life, let me be strong to run my
of duty, or of suffering, and drinking of the

wine of heavenly consolation, let my sorrowful

spirit be comforted; anci all my concerns be

>ted with him, to whom with joy and confi-

dence I have trusted my soul. The Lord can

clear the darkest skies; nothing is too hard for

Omnipotence. Perplexed as my dear husband's

affairs seem; humble and painful as seem my
own; let the Lord but speak, and he shall be
relieved; let him but order and I shall be suc-

cored. Do I know God to be so able, do I

trust in him as my God; and shall I not be sat-

isfied that his will will concur with his power,
if it be right for us> I desire to be so. Par-

don, O Lord! my sinful reluctances to bear

the cross; and whenever my spirit is disposed

to rebel, or murmur, give me such a view of

my Hell deserving sins as shall keep me \

i ile f and strike me into a holy silence bc-

thec- Lord, I leave its and my de-

e, and in I
eat trials

ofT from < nl than I have
i draw the n<

nt God.
vember 'J. . Hi remen

, I will be sorry for my i

I

lium re ear unto my cry, and hold not

Our werldly affairs

li perplexed. My dear husband is

\ creditors and disappointed by debt-
All these things pressing upon feelings

i ally irritable, and meeting with a consti-
i much enfeebl

id very comfortable for me to draw i
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10 God, the friend of th< he hearer

of prayer, the help

iim in a y>-

F sin, and ti
i brought

to my rememb

than my 11

ropi-ii .;, and esp v considering

these chastisements m .y be the very means by

which my Heavenly Father sees fit to keep me
in - k the right v.\;\ " Lord I call upon thee for

help in my outward trials; but I desire earnest-

ly to seek deliverance from sin. Lord, help

me to provide for my children, help me to

teach them the way of salvation, and give them
grace to seek it for themselves, and to devote

themselves to God in early life. If thou per-

mit me Lord, to draw near to thy holy table

tomorrow, I will carry with me my outward
burdens, sorrows and wants; I will cast I

at thy feet. I will pray thee to support me un-
der them; to give me some suitable and con-
venient relief from them, and say, 'Hhou who
feedest me with thy flesh., and cheerest me
with the wine of the covenant, wilt not refuse

iov mc, and my household, what shall be nccd-
ful for us." . load

of my sins; I will say, here Loi\!

of my sorrow, here was the cause oft

Oh thou, who hast carried our sorn

\ this

J of my \

burden of su r my
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multiplied iniquities, but rather wonder at the

Lord's grace, and long suffering, and admire
his goodness, who, by the chastisement of his

love is driving me to Heaver;, when by the

strokes of his wrath he might long since have
driven me to Hell.

\ ember 24. I have been endeavoring, for

some time past, to walk in penitential humili-

ty before God; and as it is a Gay of adversity

with me to make a suitable improvement of it,

by making it also a time to consider. Blessed
be God that it has been with me a good time;

a time in which I have found it good for me
to draw near to my God by contrition; for I

trust he hath drawn near to me in a way of
mercy; supported rat in outward trials; and
given me strong desires after holiness. He hath
also shown me providential favors, and from
day to day supplied our returning wants, and

>thed some of my outward difficulties.

M> soul desires to praise him foi the past; to

be satisfied for the present; and to uu>* nim
for the luture. He will not le&v> :nc Dor for .

sake me. I am filled ur> 5Clf reproach,
having God for m) I should evei < ire
way to gloomy apprehensions Lord I i

nut all to U'l-c; thou knowest mj spiritual nc-

i
thou knowesl my outward pressures,

re to be still, ami trust in ibec
present help in time ol .

I with myself
J commit to thee, at this time, those I

I am particular!) ii

husband. Bless n,\ otai tlur
and absent, and Oth< ;

ticularlj to intercede for. bles* oui minis-
ters, and reward thtmfbr their faithful labors.
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May Dr. Keith enjoy the consolations with
which he endeavored to comfort mourners on
the past sabbath. Help me at all times to

trust in thee, and at all times to praise thee;

and help me every day to do the bnsines

the day, according to my best ability; and sup-
ply me by thy mercy with that measure of

knowledge, improvement] and strength, which
may enable me to do my duty in that state of

health, to which thou art pleased to call me.
25th. Lord, whatever else I want, let me

not want the joy of thy salvation; if it be thy
blessed will, let not my spiritual sky be dark-
ened, hut favor me with the light of thy coun-
tenance. Under much outward trial. I have
lived happily, and walked cheerfully, because
thy face did shine upon me; but I feel now un-
der some spiritual dejection, some inward
darkness Oh my Father! if it be only for tri-

al, and to teach me my dependance upon thee,

I desire to submit, and to rejoice in the very

•hidings of thy face; if they keep me humble
and train me up for glory; but I am afraid of

sin. Search mo, O Lord I and try me, and en-

able me to try myscif, and to see if there be

any allowed evil way in mc that, I may resist

it, and lead thou me in the way everlasting.

Let no unrepented guilt; no cherished iniqui-

ty; no neglected duty cause thee to hide thy

face from mc, or separate between my God
:md me. Oh, Lord! I cannot do without thec;

thou hast called me to do without many that I

loved. I have endeavored to bow the head
and bend the heart, and as the streams failed

me, to drink deeper of the fountain. Great
has been the trial, great the effort; but have I
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leaned upon my God. I have supported my-
self against his cross, who for my sake v

, of sorrows, and accquainted with grief.

Strengthened by him I have borne mj
and without flagging, done the duties cl

station; hut if I have not the light oFG
countenance, woe is me, I am undone. L
I cannot do without thee. I would not do with*

out thee. O have mercy upon me, and what-

ever else thou withholdest, withhold not thy-

self. Pardon my sins, and give me grace

them. Be my God, and the God of mine.
Bless my dear husband, and our dear children.

None of them that trust in thee shall be des-

olate. Is tins so; why then cue my hopes
faint, and my spirit cast down within me? Fa-
ther and mother has: thou taken from me; the

with whom I

kept up much intimacy; and various ;

<:es have changed the hearts of some who
remain, i lie conflict \ ction is great;

my h trials and straits, which
mak for him, and for myself,
as tenderly feeling and sharing in all his griefs.

My children, though in many respects* sour-
ces of great delight to me, cause me also

much anxi d £br their fu-

ture temporal welfare. The Lord hath
by his experienced servant, "none of them
that trust in thee, ->!m11 be desolate." Surely,
Lord, I trust in thee, for soul and for body,
time

| me nut then
desolate. S.: . uin all sinful anguish
of spirit, and leave m solute. Thou
wilt do ail mjuI. Oh let

mc be satisfied with whatever happens to the

U
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body; it is at present a pained body, the com-
panion of an s mind; yet, () my God, 1

desire to say most sincerely, not my will? but

thine be done. I trust in tin ;0 1 ve me not

desolate. Help me to remember the days that

are past, in which thou hast been my helper*

and therefore still to shelter myself under
shadow of thy wings. Support my droop-
ing mind. Chase away sinful anxieties. Oh
leave me not desol incing all oth-

er hopes, and all other helps, I desire \o trust

alone in thee, who hast ten thousand ways by

which thou canst send help; and with regard

to troubled thoughts, hast but to say, pea

and they shall be still in every event, howetei
painfui to nature. Lord, thou knowestall
desire, and my groaning is not hid from th

If this desire, and these groanings are

things which may be profitable for myself,

the persons concerned, Oh, for Chris

grant them; but as I am weak, aad sinful,

erring, let me cry for nothing importunately

but salvation. Salvation for myself and i'oi

those who are near and dear to me as my own
soul; and O Lord! let the joys and the hopes

of this sal ration; keep thy poor servant fi

being desolate.

May 1806. '-Lord, teach us to pray;

when the Lord teaches us to pray, what a de-

lightful and holy employment is it? How is

the soul supported, str< d, comforted

by thus drawing nigh to God, with a prepared

heart. Teach us, Lord, to pray; by thy grace,

this shall be the prayer of faith. Teach us

to pray by thy providences; this shall be the

prayer of humble dependence on God, and
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quiet submission to all his appointments.
When troubles assail us, this is the time to

pray; for God has promised to answer those

who call upon him time of trouble.

Teach me then, Lord, t\

in the house, and by the way, at times of his-

ure, and in the midst of business; and hai

my heart softened, comforted, and quieted,

often drawing nigh to thee; in the midst of ad-

verse circumstances, inward conflicts and out-

ward trials, may my soul still find its happiness

in thee, and never yield to unchristian dejec-

tion or complaining.

"Ye are the lights of the world " If this is

said of Christ's disciples in general, how de-

fectively must they walk, who are not at least

the light of their cwn families. Oh my God,
give me grace so to walk before mine as to

bring no reproach on the gospel, which I pro-
fess. Let my dear husband find in me a chris-

tian friend; my children a faithful instructor,

reprover, and guide; and all of my household,
whih my imperfections, witness

also my faith, my hope, my sincerity, my de-

sire and endeavor to walk uprigh
Tut . CU, thou w ho givest songs in the

night be pleased in the midst of i :,:\rs,

and providences of distressing \

me a holy che< and ?hc ass

tithj that after I

with Christ, for tin

i
the
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1*8 and the fulness thereof. Suffer mo
not, therefore, I or hardly

to doubt u Kil< o the

fountain of a ; a fountain fimu
h my soul has often been refreshed with

liberal streams, and my bodily necessities sup-

plied in surprising times and ways. Oh, that

these remembrances and a firm trust in God
might keep me calm and submissive under
the troubles which now assail me. Oh that

the thoughts of death, which from the many
warnings I receive, ought to be always present

with me, might so engage my attention and
desire to gird up my loins and to trim my
lamp as to serve as a counterbalance to the

anxieties which possess my soul; yet in i

respects I ought to be anxious,
;

the

cause of my anxiety is not so much for myself,

as for those coir,
. . "i me; butt! i

would have thi I of drinking
up my spirits, keep ; to God in prayer,

for his help, to enable me to help them and
to do every day with diligence the duty of ihc

day. My heavenly Father, my Fa!

I cast myself on th< powthatlai
J call upon thee.

"And be ye not of doubtful mind." These
are tne very words of Christ hil in-

clude, I think, both a command and pron

Lord give me grace to observe it as a com-
mand, and to rejoice in it as a promise; for in

the keeping ot thy commandments then

great reward, and thy precious promises are

the sure support of mourning souls. In what
trouble hast thou ever failed me? Creature
comforts, earthly dependencies, have failed
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nic; but thou hast ever been to me the faithful

God; the helper of the helpless; my refuge in

every new distress. Multiplied have been
my distresses for some years past, and with

much ado have I labored not so to give up un-

der the pressure of affliction as to be a dead
weight to my husband, and useless to my chil-

dren. Great has been God's mercy to enable

me to struggle without repining, and with a

heavy load at heart to preserve a cheerful

countenance, and live an active life; now my
troubles seem heavier upon me than usual,

my heart more sick, my bodily strength more
impaired, and now it is that I desire not to be
of doubtful mind. How many times has the

Lord helped in days of great distress, and is

his hand at all shortened; is his power lessen-

ed, is he not the same yesterday, to day, and
for ever? Be still, then, my soul, and banish

doubt and unbelief. I am a poor changing
creature; often returning to sin and lolly, often

declining from the steady path of holiness, and

often from the sure and comfortable path of

quiet waiting upon God; but he is the Lord,

and changeth not; he abided) faithful and can-

not deny himself. My trust is in his nn
not in n. ings- Therefore with ail

the burden of my care I self on him,
with all the perturbations of a mind open to

.11 seeing eye. 1 bow at his mercy sea:-

My trust that making known to him all

my wai.:s by prayer and supplication, not for-

thanktgivin upport under

Lord will provide . but

iosc nearer ami dearer to me than myself.

•H
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Lord, be with my dear husband and children.

Known unto thee are their respective tempers
and necessities. Send mercy suited to each.

More especially may thy converting grace be*

with the children, and whatever else awaits

them, in this vale of tears, let their souls live

before thee.

Is anything too hard for the Lord? No; then
if I am not helped in my present emergency,
not the Lord's power, but his will will be the

cause that T am not. Be still then, my soul;

be still. He is God Almighty; and his will

shall concur with his power, if it be for thy

good. Lord, J am tempest tossed, agitated,

turmoiled, hardly able to bear up under the
heavy load of expected trial, nor could I in my
own strength I therefore turn to thee my
God and Savior, and earnestly crave thy help.

Support my mind dining the anxieties of sus-

pense, and fit me for which soever way thy will

shall be pleased to manifest itself. The unbe-
lieving lord said tk

lt' the Lord would make
windows in heaven might this thing be." But
I know, O Lord, that if thou wilt but speak
it shall be done, and this trial shall pass from
me. All hearts are in thy hand; the heavens
above and the earth beneath are thine. i

hast many ways mor< than we i me,
by which reliei some; and I desii

have faith in God, and to trust in his pi

dence to appear for me, in this um<
perplexity and irq, O
Lord, also to r the

trial, if it must co 1m
all I can to soften it to

gentleness, my cheerfulness, and my hum
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Yet the Lord not only does not forbid, but he
allo\?s us to call upon him in the time of
trouble; now then, O Lord, I lift up my eyes,

and I stretch out my hands unto thee. Open
some door of hope, some door of relief. In
this our time of great necessity, exercise thy

forbearance and thy compassion; and although
in all that we feel, and all that we fear, thou dost

punish us less than our iniquities deserve, add
this, () Lord, to thy many manifestations for us

in times of difficulty, that the rod which hangs
over our head, may by thine interposing provi-

dence, be removed. Oh, for christian com-
posure; O. ior a childlike submission, a calm
and , frame, or that, at least, inward
conflict may not unfit me for outward duty.

Loid, 1 irave all with thee, and that in the

name of Christ, the only way to the Father,

and the only medium of mercy, whether spif-

or temporal.

. The providential mercy of God
did c. i ;>

rjsc for I ants

. and who i

re still in our possession, and undei

circ ii h give us reason to fa

that ; inue in our service, and
in th< le situations*

I will sing unto the Lord a new
ful tilings for

me u Yesterd day of peculiar weak-
also

1 attended the funeral of Mrs.
Noweil, in whom I had considerable

.Isfoi c!, in consid-

nd had a meeting with Mrs.
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Joseph Ramsay, for the first time, since the

death of her two daughters.

On the evening of this day, December 21,

1805, I also received a mercy, an answer of

prayers almost next to miraculous, a sum of

money exactly suited to a particular engage-
ment I had entered into for the first of Janua-
ry, with more of trust in the Lord than of out-

ward certainty about it. This sum of money
coming tome so unexpectedly, with regard to

the quarter from whence I received it, over-

came me perhaps even more than some afflic-

tive circumstances have done; for I felt as if I

had no strength remaining in me, and as if I

should faint and die from the mingled emo-
tions of surprise, gratitude, and awe. Oh, let

the Lord's name be praised, and let all that is

within me bless his holy name. 1 have waited

on the Lord, by humiliation, by fasting, by
prayer, and let this instance of his goodness
added to so many others, encourage me still

to wait upon him, I am in great perplexity,

in many respects, and in many respects a wom-
an of a sorrowful spirit; but I will cast my bur-

den on the Lord, and trust that he will help

and direct me in all my way; and particularly

st me and give me the leadings oi

providence, and the teachings of bis Spirit, in

what lies before me.
June 2, 1308. My dear husband, who is cer-

tainly a true believer, and a great noter of

Providence, having received two dollars from
a casual patient, said to me, "here are two dol-

lars which I have just got by chance." I said

thank ye; but don't, at this time, when v.

,

in such want of money, say that any come
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chance. He smiled with his usual ki

and said, 1 only meant I

ing and not a state:! patient*

after he sent me up twenty
had been earnestly that tlv I.

the storehouses of his mercy,would send s

supply to my necessities and those of my fam-

ily which were very great, and covering the

twenty dollars was the enclosed paper,* which
I will fcee jis note on it, to remind me
of the grej ,essof my God, and this his

most answer to those prayers and
supplications which I was making before him,
with thanksgiving for past mercies, and hum-
ble trust in his goodness, through my dear
Savior's merits, for the relief of my temporal
wants or the supplies of his grace to keep me
quiet and humble, under losses and crosses.

Junt20, 180S. It is of the Lord's mercies
we are not consumed, because his coin passions

fail net. At about ten o'clock last night, while
the wind was blow! )r, from a

threatening thunderstorm, but without rain, the

cry of fire from our next neighbor's was given,

and threw our who but particu

our family into great consternation; the wind
high, our house of wood, and joint

where the fire was said to be. i here \> i

ery thing to us alarm that there coin.! be in a

I inic; from the I tU-

so near us, and nothing left to Jo <>ut to

call 0:1 the God, vrfa 1 oft n I

• The ei eloted
;

red t<>,
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helper, and to make what haste we could to

save our linen, and most portable articles, be*

fort tue confusion and heat would become too

great. (ioc! who i* rich ii . has been
better to us than our fear-, ai d wc remain here
sheltered from inclemencies a collected fam-
ily, with every thing about us as it was before

the alarm. The Fire was not at Mrs. Crawley'**

but at the adjoining tenement, which yet is un-
der the frame root with her. From the dry situ-

ation of these wooden buildings, with thrir ap-

purtenances, nothing but a timely discovery)

before the fire had arisen to a great hcight,and

while the neighborhood was yet up and awake,
couid in a human point of view, have saved the

three wooden houses so nearly connected.

How great then should be my gratitude, that

where the wit and strength of man, in less

than fifteen minutes, could have availed noth-

ing, the mercy ot our God has prevented the

awful Calamity, and allowed us to sleep in

peace and sub Ly, after such a threatening des-

truction. May tne recollection of this goodness
keep my heart quiet and submissive under
the various cares that, at present, torment it,

while 1 am excited to labor diligently in

my family and station, whatever anxieties as-

me, may tins, and the many other gracious

providences 1 have experienced, silence my
Kai i enable me to

go i in that Ciod who at all times

has cared lor inc. and will not now leave or
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LtTTF.RS FROM MRS. RAMSAY.*

"On Sundays I always think of you more
earnestly than on other days. \'A that re-

gards you regards me; but what regards your
religious concerns deeply interests me. I hope,

my dear child, in the midst of business or

pleasure, never forgets that she is born for

eternity; never omit praying to God; and if you
would live safely or happily, never content

yourself with the devotions ot the morning or

evening, but often, in the course of the i

bend up the prayer of the heart 10 God. This
may be done in company, in business, in the

midst of innocent pleasure, : lelightful

exercise of the heurt, and a great guard ui.

conduct. Oh, how happy should I be, to have
you my darling chiiti, thus to live in the tear

of the Lord all the day long.'*'

"I suppose you will keep church at home,
as it does not look weather fit for travelling.

I always think of you with more than common
tenderness on Sundays. I think the serious

observation of the Sabbath, is not enough at-

tended to, even among professing families;

but in other cases, it is often a day of the

B

uld onl\ be made from the original* iu tu

]»• iu potneM
. bj furnishing

ritten In Ii< :

•<> the coun-
try, m ihe \

i roa.
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test Tolly, because a day of .test

fcisure. Id ptoponion as a respect for that

day, and its institutions

Icssl\ proportion, will

the religious principle decline, and the pr.

Cdl concerns ot: eternity I iaged.

As a parent then, full of anxiety lor i

dren, in every respect, but most of all fur their

eternal interests, I cannot but every
Sunday, which I think they spend in a manner
not the host calculated to promote those inter-

ests, and feel it my duty to warn you never to

forget, that, the Sunday is not common time*
and according to existing circumstances, to do-

all that you prudently can, not only to observe
it yourself, but to make a conscience of not be-*-

ing ashamed of such observance."
k*God bless you my dear child; may you alt

love your dear father; love me; love dear Miss*

Futurell; love one another* While the sot

aiScctions thus fill your hearts, you will never
b^ very bad children; but the moment you per-*

ceive yourself deficient in these sacred ieel-

ings, dread the encroachments of vice, in some
form or other; make a solemn pause, and ask.

yourself what am I about? Where is my con-

duct tending? and pray to God to p;uid». your
feet into the ri^ht way by keeping your heart

from evil."

"As the eldest, I write to you, to inueatyou,
to remember the laws of hospitality, and be
kind :o Mr, Montgomery/ to remember the

laws of gratitude, and b< l to your very

V\ Bick yoang gcnlteman, who came to Charleston iV

bis ln'uilh, but died at Baltimore, on bis return home.
F,DlT05.
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dear and valuable friend, Miss Futurcll.

great deal, my child, depends on your ;

example; on the observation which the yo\

er children make; whether you curb your t

per, whether you begin wisely to observe those

Jaws of self denial, which will make you happy
to yourself, and pleasant to those about
I persuade myself I shall hear good accounts

i). If I do of you, I shall of all the rest."

"I beg you never to make any excuse for

writing badly to me, because the time spent

in writing the excuse would have enabled you
to do better. Besides, errors excepted, you
really write a pretty letter, and I delight to

hear from you."
* k Mrs. P. has joined the church today, and I

believe another sister of Mrs. P. Happy those

who, in affliction, look to the Lord to be their

comforter, and do not slight his chas;iseu

by renewing their pursuits after happiness in a

"world where it never can be found; but so far

as we improve it, as a state of preparation br
abetter state of existence, and then its pi

pcrities will not delude us, and its very tiibu-

laliotis shall give us cause for rejoicing/'

"I have felt more about P. and E. today than
the rest of you. Such Sabbaths as they

|

aie passing would, without great care* soon
tend to weaken in their minds, the obligation

to keep the Sabbath day holy. Such Sabbaths
as you are passing would impress on your
minds the necessit), when we arc distant troni

places of public worship, for calling our L

lies together, and beseeching God Lv
presence to make our houses sanctuaries

bis service.

"

15
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"I felt it very solitary in Church on Sunday
without you. Cut wc had excellent

1 did not go out any where, and not having my
morning bible readers, my noonday catechu-

mens, or my evening hymnisis, I had more
than usual leisure to read and pray for myself,

which includes every one with you; and I tried

to make a good use of it."

"I am very much mortified at being depriv-

ed of the horse when I most want him. But
w hat wise person ever frets, and what fool ev-

er mended any thing by so doing. I shall

comfort myself by saying, "if I do not go out,

I shall do the more work at home."
"Mrs. H. is dead. These breaches in our

congregations are felt by those, who know the

value of religious characters; and make them
earnestly pray, that others, from among our
young people, may be raised up in their place

to keep up the honor and credit of religion in

the world, and to set an example to those who
shall come after them.
"Poor Mrs. S is very much burnt; poor little

S. scorched, but you will be shocked when you
come to learn the particulars and know how
near they were perishing. What a lesson

never to sleep without committing our souls

to God in Christ; for we can never know in

which world we shall awake

.

M
I don't know whether you have read Rob-

ertson's America. In this doubt, I have sent

to the library for Anquetil, or the first volume
of Rollin, an author who, although prolix, and in

some degree credulous, ought by all means to

be read. 1 could wish you, before you proceed
much farther in history, to read Priestley's,
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Lectures on that subject, which I think

will find very useful in mind,
that he is a Socinian; f'>r hi 1

; principles tioc-

ture every thing he writes. Profit by bin

science, while you lament his errors in cfit

on the only hope of cv.

life set before you "

send Plutarch, and would have sent some
other very pi cay books, if it bud not been for

your prohibition So will not write to

me; I must tell him, Mr. Richardson places the

writing of his three most successful and ad-

mired works, to his having been employed,
when under eleven years of age, to write let-

ters for some young ladies to their friends and
admirers I am afraid at the rate goes on,

wc shall never see a Pamela from his hand."
On the Sunday preceding the pulling down

the old white meeting, to erect in its place the

present circular church, an appropriate ser-

mon was preached by Dr. Hollinshead The
circumstances of the case, were stated in a Ut-
ter, from which the following extract is made:
"Some foolish girls laughed at the parting
mon. Some feeling ones cried, and many of

landards were verj n uch affected* I

clou n a (K e, to

build a more com
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rioua hope of a resurrection unto life eternal;

very serious letter for such y

correspondents; yet, I hope not more
than their well informed mind will relish on a

Berious occasion."

On the departure of Miss Futerell for Eng-
land. 'If you don't all feel very sorrowful, I

pity you; if you do all feel rrowful, I

pity you. Yet I wish you all to be sorrowful,

for it is in our circumstances a sucrcd dm
vrell as a tender feeling; and to you young
ones, may be an initiatory lesson on the vanity

of human life and human hopes ^nd teach you
to set your hearts there, where true and un-

changing joys are only to be found."

EXTRACTS OF A LETTER PROM MARTHA LAU-
RENS RAMSAY, WRITTEN NINE DAYS AF I

THK DEATH OF HER FATHER, TO DR. DAVID
RAMSAY, AT COLUMBIA-

Charleston , December 17, 1792.

MY VERY DEAR HUSBAND,
YOU have doubtless heard, by this time, that

I am fatherless, and will feel for me in pro-

portion to the great love you have always

rn me, and your intimate knowledge of my
frame, and the love I had for my dear departed

parent. Never was stroke to an afTecuoiute

child more awful and unexpected than tin's has

been to me. I had heard from my dear father,

that he was somewhat indisposed, but not con-

lined even to the house; however, last Tuesday
and lay week I was seized with so

inexpressible a desire to see him, that nothing
could exceed it, and nothing couid satisfy it,

but the going to sec him. Accordingly, on
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nesday noon, very mm
ily and personal convenience, I sei cut

faithful Tira and little Kitty, awl slept

at Mrs. Loocock's; the next morning i

but I could not be restrained. I pnx
Mepkin, and arrived there at one o'clock,

to the skin, I found my dear father indisposed,

as I thought, but not ill. He convei sed on in-

different matters; seemed very much delighted

with my presence; told me I was a pleasant

child to him; and God would bless me as long
as I lived; and at twenty minutes before eight

o'clock, retired to rest. The next morning, at

seven o'clock I went to his bedside; lie again
commended my tenderness to him, and told

me he had passed a wakeful night; talked to

me of Kitt\ and of you; had been up and given

the barn door key, as usual. At eight I

went to breakfast. In about ten minutes I had
despa'ched my meal, returned to him, and
thought his speech thick, and that he wavered
a little in his disc; . ked him if I might
send lor Dr. M'Comrick; he told me it I de-

i a consultation, I might; but that hi

all confidence in my skill, and was b< tier. I

(1 him why his breathing was laboriou

he did not know, :. it immediately
1*11 into his last agony; and a bitter

was, though, perhaps, he did not feel it. At
ten (/clock, next das, I closed his venerable

Oh, m\ dear husband, y<;U know how I

dreaded this stroke; Low 1 have wished
first to sleep in death, and therefori

tell the sorrows ol n<\ spirit; indeed the) have
been, indeed thej - been,

i am in the depths of aflliction; but I

15
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never felt one murmuring thought; I have nev-
er uttered one murmuring word. Who am I,

a poor vile wretch, that I should oppose my
wiiJ to the will of God, who is all wise and all

gracious; on the contrary I hare been greatly
supported; and if I may but be following Christ,

am willing to take up every cross, which may
be necessary or profitable for me. I left Mep-
kin at one o'clock on Saturday* as soon as the

body of my dear parent was decently laid out,

and I was sufficiently composed for travelling.

I know, by information, that the awful ceremo-
ny* was performed last Tuesday. I have never

•This refers to the burning of the body of Mr. Henry
l ens \\ lilcii his daughter well knew had long been
solved upon. She had ai-<» resolted, that ihe would neither
be a witness of the transaction, nor in the vicinity of the

place where what Bhe calls 'the awful ceremony
1» • performed, and therefore, came away, rerj

d? ofher fa entry laid out, and

d. Filial duty eonstraii

to observe that tins transaction has been gi >aslj mis-

hors, who ought to have known
r <»t" Washing out of

his way to mention that, when Hear]
I ,

president of

the firsl le to die he laid, wMj
- it to the flamea." In Kingston's

hie Dictionary, printed at Baltimore,
in 1810, it U OS directed hi^ »<>u

to bum his bodj on the third condition of
ii heril rling.

w Both
•

nor any penalty whatever, annexed toihe Don^erfon
of the will of Henr ee to the buniiqg of his

to his

having hi^ body b

Mr. Laurens often pols g tin- incine

of the dead to their inhumation. II

is i ere buried before they wjj
ably dead. Thii opinion was

\
ugly ^pressed on

his mind from what happened tohisown daugMK tin

ject of these memoirs, as related in die hymning of this
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been able to write till this day. Our dear

children are well. Eleanor comes to my bed-

side, reads the Bible for me, and t^lls mc of a

heavenly country* where there is no trouble.

Feeling more than ever my dependance on you
for countenance, for support and kindness, and
in the midst of sorrow, not forgetting to thank
God that I have so valuable, so kind, and so

tender a friend; I remain, my dear husband,
your obliged and grateful wife,

Martha Lalrens Ramsay.

extracts from a letter written hy mrs.

ramsay to mrs. keith, whkn travel-
ling in the northern states with her
husband, the rev. dr. keith.

Charlestoji, Sept. 3, 1808.

MY DEAR MRS. KEITH,
AS my letter is only meant to express the feel-

ings of my heart for Dr. Keith and yourself, I

request you will give yourself no anxiety about
answering it. 1 shall rejoice to hear of your
welfare through other channels, and shall not

expect an\ di xct communication, till the time

when Providence shall return you safely to

your old habitations and I shall again c

those intercourses of affectionate

work. He dreaded, m infinitely worse M

the toaabHitj Limine to him wh< uLh>v

in tie fill) b <»mi
i

the reach of human help. \i<

\<t M li
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friendship, which have so often delighted and
warmed my heart.

oMissS. was so good as to allow us the read-

ing of your very affecting letter, ;
on

give an account of Mrs. VWs renewed afflic-

tions, and of your first meeting. She has in-

deed, been closely disciplined in the school of

suffering; and one cannot read of her gri

but with a weeping eye; but I think it was a

kind Providence, that sent Dr. Keith to her

just at that time, and 1 make no doubt,

Avill Csing of this mercy, and I hope also

many others in the midst of the appai

frowns of her heavenly Father, and under
gracious, though for the present, painful chas-

tisements of his hand. 1 have tenderly par-

ticipated in the happy, and Christian meeting
with Dr. Keith's lclations, and in all the well

merited respect and affection, which you I

received through all your journey, and 1 have

been pioud in my heart to say, well, this is

our minister, these are our friends; in short,

my dear Mrs. Keith, you have been in ail my
thoughts, in all my prayers; and no day has

passed, that we have not spoken of you in the

ily more or less. Our city has been n

uncommonly healthy, and yet there have been

several remarkable deaths, from which we
may learn and fear, and be mindful of our

blessed Savior's admonition to us, always to

watch. Among these, may be numbered Mr.
M. who, after a very few days warning,

about a fortnight ago, called from time to

eternity. By his death, a new breach is made
in a family, which has lately experienced se-

vere bereavements; and yesterday the rejiuu>*



TO MRS. BUAILSFOilD. i 77

of that picture of strength and health, Dr. B.

were committed to their parent earth with
great funeral solemnity, and amidst an ai

ing concourse of spectators. His illness

but of three days continuance, and * believe no
apprehensions of danger were entertained for

him, til! within a few hours of his dlssol

]l:s youngest child had been ill for some time,

and died about twenty four hours after its fa-

ther. May you, my very deal friends, continue

to experience the guardian caie of our God and
Savior, through the remainder of)cur jour-

ney. May you be happy in ence; and
ha

v

; rig enjoyed a asure of temporal

and spiritual blessings, may yoi safe

and satisfied; ?< u, my dear Sirs Keith, to a

enele of fond relatives and friends, and you,

dispense again to your
peopllj those inctructions of wisdom

and piety, with which they have been so -

delighted and From your aiFecl ion-

ate friend, \u HA Laukkns Ramsay.

appear 10 luive b

\\ i

MY BEAR B.

WII \ 1 d i you think of my begging your ac-
•. ice of a pack of cards!

and sincerely hop : stand so

well how to manage them as conn mal
winner. Those who play with these e t.ids,

seek to gain, not heaps of sh

t Tl
. ivcd.
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inheritance incorruptible, un and which
fadeth not away. (). n wisdom
from the children of tl

suffer their care for things temporal to 01

ours for things eternal. Sec hovr th<

gives up his time and talents

sleep and meals to gratify his ruling passion;

and shall we, who have so
|

an object

to engage our affections, as the precious

vior, and whose highest aim should he to love

and serve him; shall we, 1 say, fold our arms
in shameful inactivity and be content with our
low attainments? May grace forbid, and may
the desirable end in vie^| animate our s

enliven our hearts, and stir us up to greater

diligence It often makes m§ tremble to be-

hold the unutterable ardor with which worldly

persons pursue their beloved amusement
with how much languor I follow him, whom I

acknowledge as the Sovereign of my heart,

and possessor of my warmest passions* I rea-

son with myself thus; sucely he whom
soul loveth is infinitely more estimable than

the idol of these deluded mortals; and it i

were as much in earnest in my purser

they are in theirs, 1 should i

as they do. Then am 1 bowed '1 n y
its droop; sorrow overwhelms me; I go

mournfully; and am ready to cry i ut, I am i o

christian, of God, li

18 speaks this

<;l.
uFeai

i an. lion; I have loved thee, and will

love thee; 1 hear thy gr and thy c

plaint IS not bid from me. 1 bear the iro

* st service il as the



TO MISS BRAILSFORD. 179

guilt of thy worst s ; ns; thy restlessness, be-

cause thou lovest me no more, and desires to

love me better, shall be accepted as an evidence
of thy sincerity; be not faithless, but believ-

ing; pray without ceasing; and leave thy cause
in my kind hands; the men of the world have
nothing to resist; every thing co-operates with
their inclination, and, therefore, is their way
for the present, easy. Thou hast mighty ene-

mies to oppose, the Inst of the eye, the lust

of the flesh, and the pride of life are all in

league with thy wicked heart against thee; yet,

fcLi- not; look unto me, the Captain of thy sal-

vation. Though thy foes be many they shall

not overcome thee; for I have undertaken for

thee, and I will bring thee safely through.

When these lovers of the world, having had
their good things, and enjoyed the portion

which they have chosen, are shut out of my
kingdom, then shalt thou appear with bold-

in the glory of the Lord; and having pas-

sed through the floods of conflict, and seas of

tribulation, and thy robes being washed in the

blood of the Lamb, thou shalt no longer

ilty and lament thy deficiei;,

but forever thou shalt serve me perfectly and
enjoy me fully.

O, may we no longer be ungrateful to so

kind a M A\ our whole soul and
strength, renounce the world and follow him;

ihed abroad hi ito our hearts,

. l so captivate us with
his matchless beauty, th fl cruciBcd
to the world and all its follies. Draw us thou
loving Savior, and we \\\\\ run after thee.

;i thou the unrivalled u af OCft
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hearts and let nothing tempt our souls to v

d< r from thee. O, IV; v by day, with*

the bread oflife, and let the heavenly food dif-

new vigor and alacrity through all our
members, that thus tened and refr(

ed, \vc may go on rejoicing in our way to Sion,

and with holy transport praise continually the

God of our salvation.

I hope, Brailsford, you will excuse the

lei.gth of this scribble. I have unwarily en-

larged my limits, and I fear have trespassed

on your patience; but the adorable Rede< mer
and his pleasant paths are themes so delight-

ful) and to converse with you an employment
so agreeable, that I did not know how to lay

down uny pen*

I think Mason deserves at least the appclla-

lation of a pious writer; and though his style

is by no means elegant, yet the sweet con. tort

and spiritual instruction which many of his

-writings contain, make them worthy to be
read by al! those who are in pursuit not of the

shadow but the substance.

I should have no good idea of any professor

who could not delight in a sermon, hiwever
excellent, that was not delivered with the em-
bellishments oforatory, or like any book which
-was not dressed with the graces of fine lan-

guage. A diamond though unpolished, pos-

s Intrinsic orth; and gospel truths, how-
ever expressed, are highly valuable, and will be

relished by every sincere christian, even from
the lips of the most unlettered member.

I shaji see you in about an hours time, or

perhaps sooner; till th n adieu. Receive the

most affectionate greetings from yours,

M. Laurens.
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TILL now, my dear girl, I never knew how
much I loved you; the loss of your company-
pains me exceedingly, and I lam :nt your ab-

sence with unfeigned regret; from my first ac-

quaintance I have been attached to you, and
every month has beheld you growing in mf
esteem; but in the last week which I spent

with you, you have entirely finished the con-

quest, and imprinted on my soui your beloved
image, in characters so indelible, that neither

time nor absence can ever erase them. How
often since the 31st of July have I wished for

my ]irailsford; never have I beheld a beautiful

prospect, but I thought with how much more
pleasure I should enjoy it, if you were with

me, and with what satisfaction we should join

in adoring the Divine hand, which so bounti-

fully clothes the earth with elegance, and en-

riches it with plenty for the conveniency and
delight of undeserving man.
As we are generally willing to believe what

wc wish, I cannot heip thinking that my dear

Eliza, feels forme in some degree, what I do
lor her; and that I have at least some little*

part in iier tenderest affections.

I trust too, that our regard for each other is

founded, on a noble basis; and that united by*

christian bonds, our friendship will be eternal*

I glory in an intimacy with one who seems so>

ere a lover of the Lord Jesus, and with
whose conversation 1 have been so often de-
lighted and refreshed; and tne very thought of

our treading I narrow way that

i . to bliss, rejoices me beyond expres
How much reason have 1 for thankfulness) that

at a time when my heart is peculiarly softened,

10
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and I have an Utter disrelish for all worl

companv. God has blessed me wilii a friend,

who will not despise me for an attachment to

religions hut rather encourage and assist me in

my
i

.1 recollect "with a mixture of

ttd sorrow, some moments that we have

spent together, when free from intruders, and

could with pleasure transport myself to the

dear little room.
Yet, dear friend, though mountains lie be-

tween us, and a vast extent of land separates

out mortal frames, do not our souls hold inti-

mate communion! They do.

Absent in bodr, not in mind;
Our souls continue Oi;e.

Shall I not add;

While each to each in Jcsos joined,

We happily go on.

If in Jcsu , it must be happily; what though
fortune fail, friends forsake, and enemies tri-

iwnph, let us walk together in Jesus.

We cannot sink with such a prop
As bears the world aud all things up*

Oh! Brailsford, what unbelieving hearts

mu^t we have, if we ever distrust a gracious

Providence, or indulge anxiety u moment
Who has upheld us from our mother's womb,
and who preserved us in each changing scene
cf life from various dangers? Who but the

same God, who is stHl kind, and whose com-
passion extends far beyond our utmost
thoughts, far, far beyond our deserts.

Let us not fear them, but confide in him
whose promise never fails. The rock of ages
is our security; Jesus our advocate, and the*

Spirit our guide and comforter.
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eta trial and distress loses its unplcasing

aspect, regarded as the messenger erf good io

our souls, as the mark pf uur adoption, and

our privilege, as heirs of heaven. In Jesus

then let us still go on; it will, it must, it cannot

fail of being happily for us.

To view him bearing his cress will sweeten
ours, and make it pleasant, lie having finished

his work, and gained the victory for us; as oui'

forerunner he is gone to prepare for ib places,

infinitely glorious, and sufficiently delightful,

to counterbalance every troublesome incident,

and each difficulty we may meet with in the

rugged road of life.

MY DEAR BRAILSFOHD,
IT gives me great concern to be so long

-without seeing you; but as nothing sive the

weather prevents me, 1 will not complain; for

I think to be angiy with the weather is but an
oblique murmuring against Him at whose com-
mand the winds biO>v and the rains foil. I

hoped that your dear ii. spirits are noi
^scd, and 1 especially trust that

ilsford, to the honor ol her chris-

tian character, exerta ber every influeuo

tervice, and to the comfort oi ibis

mamma, and that i. QCC tend:^

A n I not bju

,te. to you, who are far more ca pah e o; in-

structing mti 1 h< do not deem it so,

1 mean not to teach, bat merely, accord"
ing to the sentiment of the wise man, as iron

sharpened) iron, ^o doth the counters
man ins friend, to spe u k freely to my niuci

teemed Eliza, a,.d in compliance with
precept ot the Aposlle, "to exhort her io

good won. deafj it h
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the double purpose cf letting mc on my guard

;

for since the death of our pious friend, till lh«?

last eveningt a thick gloom has hung around
my browj and very n uch unfilled mc lor every
relative duty; but prayer and reflection

|

taught resignation, and blessed be God that it

is with a degree of sweet experience that I

sing;
Trials mr»kc the promise sweet,

Trials give new life to prajrei*,

Trials lav me at his feet,

Lay mc low and keep me there.

To a blessed perfection are they indeed arriv-

ed, who can number their sweetest moments
among the times of their sharpest trials; and
-who, in the deepest night of nflliction, can
rejoice in the God of their salvation.

My highest ambition is to have my will lost

in the will of a kind unerring God; and under
eve ry dispensation to lie as a submissive hum-
hie child at the feet of a comp^s'u nate father;

to be made one with Christ, and simply to fol-

low the Lamb, whithersoever lie leads, since

•we may rest assured fhat the end of the jour-

ney, and the kingdom imo which we shall en-

ter, will sufTici- ntly compensate for all the

troubles* of the way I beg pardon, my deaf

friend, for having detained you so long, but

-when once I begin a conversation with jou, I

];no\v not where to end. iiurn, I beseech you,

this scrawl as soon as you have read it. My
uncle and aunt, my clear friend, ore neither of

them well; methinks I sec your friendly bosom
Leave with sympathetic sorrow. I shall be

particularly obliged to you for the archbishop

of Cambray's Dissertation on Pure Love, and
•will take great care of the book.
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My love to your mamma and Susan, and
believe me your ever affectionate

INI. Laurens.

YOU will rejoice to beai> my dear Brailsford,

that 1 have had the most abiding sense of my
own nothingness, and lived in the most happy
nearness to my covenant God and Father, ever
since I left Bristol. I don't know that I nave
been one day straitened in prayer, or backward
in duty* The candie o£ the Lord hath indeed
shone bright upon me, and the precious Sa-

vior hath manifested his pardoning lov<

merciful acceptance in a most wonderful man-
ner to my soul. I had for a long while before-

been walking in darkness and distress, longing
for a return of such days, as I had once experi-

enced; and crying out in bitterness of spirit, O
that it were with me, as in times past, that the

shadows would disperse, and the reviving 1

break in upon my benighted soul; at length I

»elf whollyao God; acknowledged
that his hand was not shortened that he C<

not save, nor his ear heavy, that he could not

hear; but it waft my iniquities tl

rated between him and my soul, and
me thus low. 1 bowed at hi;* L

.lied with resignation, and enabled I

clare him righu ou -> in ail his w a) fe and just in

all his judgment^ even though I should go
mourning all my days. 1 haled in.

cause of all my viieiuss, and resoiv.

the Lord, that if 1 could not Bud comfort in

him, 1 would never, never seek it in |

beaid< k 1 mj • more diligently i \

the v, I i
r )d

t lived as miatli

.:e and rei
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5x my eye upon a bleeding, loving, sin

s and without ceasing, said unto
n's sAi restore my comfort;

will, but thine be done. I would
rely Tor the loaves and fishes,

it to partake also of the worm-
!i; and, O, my dear B. when he

bad thus humbled me, made me to sufi\

sin, and brought roe to the foot of the cross;

he gate mc in a moment that which he had so

long with he Id, and satiated my longing soul.

From thai time I have been in a most denia-
ble I by day, enjoying sensible com-
munion with him whom my sou I loveth, and
filled with abundance ot" heavenly consolation.

My conscience has been made very tender,

and 1 am more than ever fearful of grieting

the Spirit ot (jod, a 5 into such a course

of f( lall provo.- '. yet

rn in my flesh, s«

to k< from being puffed up v.

large cc miurt. \\ I

begins to I swell its ha<

bosom, I think ol

all my actions, and makes n often-

times very unworthy th< hris-

tian. I am now suiting aim

earne nsi an hope

through tl mj laboi s

not be in van, in the herd, i . first

iction 1 loved my Bible, but it is no\

Come most p< c I ts-

tcem it indeed, *\.s a bundjo oi 1 md a

most delighuui no-

of its divine uutfcs engages me to cum
prayer; and the more 1 pray mc mc:e disposed



TO MISS BRAILSFORD, 187

I find myself to search and study the scriptures.

Assist me, my dear fellow traveller, to sing the

praises of that Jesus, who has thus wrought
wonders for me, and brought me out of

(

darkness into his marvellous light.

Rejoice with me, that I, who am less than

the least of all 6aints, and utterly unworthy tl e

least drop of comfort, should be thus blessed

with the plenteousness of God's love, and satis-

fied with large draughts of living water.

I was reading, a few mornings ago, the third

of Hebtcws, and I resolved in my mind to

mention it to you the first time I wrote; il

pears to mc one of the most expressive paint-.

- ')f the dreadful nature of an evil hi

unbelief in the whole Bible; and to contain
enough to incite us to a continual praying,

that ' in may not hinder us from < i

big into the rest prepared for the people ol (

3

til BRA^LSrOftDj
WITH regard to our journey, the hand of

God, that Unci and bounuful hand, which from
nent uf our livi ,how-

It

h we round tli« k am

rtry par-

I ^31 happ) t<» inform you
. mcifl^c!. 1 our

mobt
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-will ^ivc her as much health as her delicate

constitution will admit of. My dear uncle is

in much the same state as when he left you;
friendship interests itself in all the concerns of

the beloved object, and makes its cares and
pleasures her own; to you, therefore, there

needs no apology for treating particularly on
the health and affairs of my dearer halves; on
the contrary, should I neglect them, you would
be disgusted with my ingratitude and banish

me from your esteem.

From the window where I sit, I beheld cloud

topt hills and lowly vallies, rural cottages, and
pretty chirping birds, which form a pleasing

variety to charm the senses, and fill the heart

of every susceptible creature with sentiments

of love and gratitude to the beneficent Creator.

Our parlor commands a view of the sea, and

i;s the wind lias been pretty high, I have had

all opportunity of observing the awful works
of Nature, while the swelling billows, with an

angry toar, dash themselves against the sub-

mi ssive sand.

1 hope soon to see you in Tcignmouth; but

should the decree of Providence appoint an-

other lot for you, believe me, 1 shall ever be

tenderly solicitous about your welfare; your

temporal, but especially your spiritual con-

cerns will ever lie near my heart, and I shall

never cease to entreat a merciful and pn
hearing God, for the sake of our dear Savior,

to grant you abundance of grace, to strengthen

you with might by his Spirit in the inner man,
and so to lead you here with his counsel, that

hereafter he may receive you into those man-
sions of unfading bliss, which lie liuth prepared

lor every true believer.
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That the blessings of God may ever attend

you, is the constant wish and prayer of your
affectionate friend, M. Laurens.

TO MRS. WILSON, NOW MRS. SIMOjO.

MY DKAH COUSIN)

I SEND you the book, Doddridge's Rise and
Progress of Religion, which I promised) and

which J beg you will accept as a token of my.

affection. I think it a most excellent treat-

ise, well calculated to awa ; en those who are

careless about their soul's salvation, and full

of heavenly comfort for those who are in trou-

ble of mind, body, or estate; you are very
much on my heart and in my thoughts, and my
earnest prayer to God for you is, ihat he may
support you in all your trials, and so sanctify

them to you, that in the end you may have rea-

son to bless him for what at present seems
most bitter and severe; and to say, "It is good
for me that I have been affiletedj for now have

I learned thy word." With sincere christian

sympathy and friendship, I remain your aftec-

donate M« L. Ramsay*
October 22, \\

NO l '-LIANA HAZLEHUKST.
r okmi JiJLIA n A , Jifi ril% 1 8 i 1 •

VV ILL \uii oblige me so far as to lend me
I

m

memoirs of Mias Elisabeth Smith. This book
is not in the library, which is the cauv
your receiving this little note of entreaty from
your admirer, and ailectionate friend,

M. L. Ramsay*

bit an answer Mas i

to v! bar <>i tlie.
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TO MISS HAZLFHURST.

I SHALL never again be able, my clear JuB-
"ana, to reproach my daughter, M. II. L. R. for

"writing a careless note, and still more careless

hand, since her discriminating neighbor has

seen no difference between her performance
and mine, in either style or penmanship.
From your favorable opinion of Miss smith's

Memoirs, I shall read the book with a prepos-

session unfavorable to impartial judgment, so

much am 1 influenced by the opinion ot those,

I esteem and love. I am, dear Juliana, your
affectionate Martha, Senior.

TO MISSHAZLEHURST.

IF, my dear Juliana, the contents of the an-

nexed note, an acceptance on the partofuie
Rev. Dr. Kollock, of an invitation to breakfast

the next morning, joined to the pleasure

your company will give us, have any weight
-with you, I request you will breakfast with us.

Dr. Kollock was the first person who mention-

ed Elizabeth Smith to us with tender encomi-
um. You have known how to appreciate

merit; and I believe so sincere has been your
admiration of it, that in the most valuable cir-

cumstances of her life, you arc imitating her
example. I hope I shall feel that you ale as

obliging to those you love, as she was, by your
permitting me to introduce a person on whom
maternal care has been so well bestowed, to a

gentleman, (Dr. Kollock) so capable of valu-

ing lemale merit. I remakiyour affectionate.

Patty.
Jpnl9* 1811.
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TO MISS HAZLKHURST.

IF you are not acquainted with bishop Tay-
lor's writings, I am persuaded you will find

many things in the book (Taylor's Holy Living

and Dying) which I send you, which will be
phrasing to your intelligent and pious mind:

The devotions for solemn festivals are, I think,

very pathetic, and shew hirn to have been a

man deeply exercised in religious matters. If

thev contribute to edification or consolation, I

skill rejoice to have thought of the book and
ci vou at the same time. From your affection-

ate friend, Martha Laursx3 Ramsay
Jifiril 12, 1811.

Charleston, January 10, 17-7-i.

MY DEAR MISS SPROAT,

THE wish you express in Mrs. Keith's letter,

that I should write to you, is of that nature, that

I cannot refuse f_o comply with it; *nd were my
ability to say any tiling to the purpose or> the

subject, equal to my feelings and sympathy on
the sad occasion of your sorrows, 1 should not
write in vain; but alas, in such mournful s« a-

sons as you have experienced, vain is the help

of man. None hut the hand which has smit-

ten can heal, and God, that has cast down, can
alone raise and support the afflicted and deject-

ed soul Yet I know it is our duty to weep,
with those that weep, and our privilege to

draw nigh to the throne o( Grace lor others as

well as for ourselves. I boj* I haft no! failed

in this duty or in the exen is< <»t this
|

with regard to your family. You I

very muc'i in my thoughts and 01) im heartg

and by Ady, and hy nightt I have not ceased t^
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make mention of you in my prayers, that God
would be your refuge and strength, a verr
present help in trouble. Perhaps we never feel

so much of the goodness of God as in times of
deep affliction, when they are accompanied by
that sanctifying grace, which I trust has had,
and will continue to have its operation under
the great and repeated bereavements which
you have met with, and are still lamenting.
When the soul, with deep humility and sin-

cerity, is brought to say, I will bear the indig-

nation of the Lord, because I have sinned
against him, and to lament that evil of its

nature and those transgressions of heart and
life, which make chastisements necessary,

either to call us to repentance or to quicken
us in our way: Then is the light of God's
countenance ready to rise upon it, for he doth

not afflict willingly nor grieve the children

of men, but sendeth afflictions in mercy to

his people, that they may search and try their

ways, and turn again to their God, who is

only waiting for this return to shew them how
gracious he is, and what tender compassions
are found in his heart. When our earthly com-
forts fail, then we feel the blessing of having

a heavenly and never failing liiend, who is

with us, and watching over us at all times; but

whom we are too apt to forget in what we call

the day of our prosperity, and never truly to

turn to, till repeated and sore disappointments

have taught us the vanity of all earthly ex-

pectations and created good. Then like tho

prodigal, dissatisfied with our husks, and our

far and desolate country, we turn our faces Si-

onward, we call upon God our Father, and de-
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rilre to be foil With that bread which cometh
down from Heaven; and this is the Lord's op-

portunity; it is to bring us to this humility of

spirit, this brokenness of spirit, this fitness to

receive divine communications, that he sends
us those afflictive Providences, which force

our consciences to a stand, make us examine
and try our ways, and lift our hearts as well as

our hands to God in the heavens. Then it is

that God makes us feel his all sufficiency to

support and comfort us; to bring good out of
evil; and by his divine presence and consola-

tions, makes up to us all our earthly losses,

and heals our bleeding hearts; and thus it is,

dear Miss Sprout, that I hope you will be en-

abled to sing of mercy, as well as judgment.
Great have been your trials, but great also,

has been the admixture of divine compassion.

You have good hope through grace, for the

dear friends, who by awful Providence have

been taken from you, that they are not lost,

but gone before. Your dear and honored fa-

ther particularly was ripe for glory, and is

gone to receive the reward of his pious labors.

And in the midst of your tears for yourself,

your heart should feel some joy for your
friends, that they have an everlasting period

put to all their sins, and sorrows, and tempta-
tions here oelow, and have their souls full of

holiness; their hearts filled with joy, and their

mouths with the everlasting praises of that

God and Savior, who hath brought them safely

through their pilgrimage a id fixed them in the

new Jerusalem beyond the fear of falling; and
now what remains lor us to do, but with faith

•ad patience to follow those who arc now in-

17
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Meriting the promises. God gives us line upon
ind precept upon precept, but perhaps no

- sink so d*ep in our hearts as th<

which eomc in the form of crosses. Wc hear
r/ood sermons, wc read good books, but whole

^ of hearing and reading do not t<

;is so much of the vanity of the creature, and of
our dependence on God, as the running dry
of one spring of earthly enjoyment; and we
hardly ever foci this the wilderness world
winch, in reality, it is, till some of our com*
forts fail or forsake us, and we begin one way
or other to feel verV much alone in it; then we
turn to God, a: d desire to find in him that

rest to our sou's, which we can find in nothing
else. lam i o no\icc, my dear MissSproat, in

the school ol affliction I have known buiv
trials and inward pangs; and I pray the i

Captain of our salvation, who himself was a
man of sorrows and ac with grief, to

give us both such a sanctified use oi' our res-

pective crosses, tl,at wc maybe the bet er for

them in time, and praise him for them through
all eterhi

I trust the heavy cloud of your bereave-

ments has burst With some blessings over us
here. Our wrorthy Mr. Keith appears to have

been affected and touched to very good pur-

pose; and has given us not a few such sermons
since the visitation on your city, and the

deaths in your family, as show his mind to

have been most piously exercised, and of

vhicli he will see the blessed effects, when he
comes to find out those perfectly in heaven,

than he can or than it v. ould be right for him
to know on earth, the souls whom he has ed»>
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/fie.d, strengthened, and comforted by his faith-

ful labors among us. I have by one ciicum-
stc.nce or other been much less with

|

sister than I couid have wished; but I am hap-

py to say that God, in whom she believed, has
graciously supported her under her pres-

of mind and great bodily weakness; and has

enabled her to glorify him by a calm, and chris-

tian resignation to his will; and 1 trust he will

bring her out of this furnace as goid seven
times purified. My dear Miss Sproat, I pray
God to bless her and you, and the remaining
branches of your family, and feel my heait

particularly drawn out for the iitt^e baby lett

in your care, lhat /ou may be a mutual bless-

ing to each other; and I remain with great

sympathy and affection yours,

Mart ha.Laurens Ramsay.

Charleston, Sept 13, 1795.

MY DEAR MISS SPROAT,
I FELL myself under the awful necessity of

being the bearer of heavy tidings to you; and
I confess, that I shrink so much from the task

that I have hardly resolution to hold the pen.

Nevertheless in Cases of duty we must not
confer with flesh and blood, but endeavor to

act with firmness. Need I keep jrour tnind

longer in the anguish of SUS v >ur pious

friend) your sister in the lies!), our sister i:»

Christ, our 'dear Mis. Keith, sha.l J say she
is dead, or with more christian propriety

press myself by saying, she who has long lived

the life of faith on earth, now liy< nope
and belief for bcr in Je*ua is, tin vision

and glory in heaven. She who but a few h
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ago was embodied in flesh, troubled by sin. de-
pressed by weakness, is now a glorified spirit,

from sin, free from sorrow, and hat for,

ever done with the evils of mortality; it is so,

indeed, my dear Miss Sproat. At five o'clock

this morning, your dear sister bid farewell

to sin and sorrow, after an illness (supposed
to be an affection of the liver) not deemed
dangerous till within these eight days. Mr.
Keith and the little girl lately taken under
their protection had both been sick for some
time. Mrs. Keith was complaining, but not

enough to alarm her friends, till about the

time I have mentioned above. From the day
she was thought seriously ill, she has declined

very rapidly, and for some part of this time
her ideas suffered considerable derangement.
Nevertheless she has given such testimonies

of her confidence in God, of her trust in, and
dependence on her Savior, even in the dark

valley of the shadow of death, as are highly

consolatory to us, who have witnessed them.
As long as she could speak, she spoke for

Christ, and when she had no longer the power
of utterance, with any degree of ease, she gave

signs of joy, and short answers expressive that

the promises which we whispered in her ear,

were savingly, preciously, comfortably applied

to her heart. And now my dear Miss Sproat

what shall I say to you? I feel disposed to say

to you, in the midst of the sorrows of nature

and the be moanings of sisterly affection; rejoice

in the Lord, and again I say rejoice. Let
the thoughts of her bliss, of the glory with

which she is now surrounded, of which she is

possessed, enable you not only to submit*
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but even to rejoice in this tribulation; and
may the Spirit of grace and consolation, bi

such promises and gospel supports to your
recollection, as may be suited to your case,

and which, did I feel myself equal to the un-
dertaking, I could but suggest; he only could
apply. I should say something of our very
dear friend Mr. Keith. Oh he behaves under
this trial like the affectionate friend, the

tender, bowed down, bereaved husband; yet

like the exercised, the experienced, the es-

tablished christian. I trust he has learned

many an useful lesson from our departed

friend, and I hope he will now be enabled to

put then in practice. You wiil excuse me
from writing more at length; 1 Feci myself

too much overcome to be able to do it.

God support and comfort our dear Mr. Kcilh,

Mrs. Spencer, you, my dear Miss Sprout, and

all most inti interested in the deaf

deceased; and sanctify this stroke of his provi-

dence to many in the congregation, who i

been witnesses of her zeal and sincerity m the

>ur dear Lord and Master; that in

good she has done, while 1; I

. though dead in the flesh, ytt iivh

heart* may still speak to i <Sod,

4 of souls With i!

ers for you my dear Miss Spro; r, 1 remain
i sympathizing regard, your fri

Martha Lauhens Ra:jh v
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TO MI3S M. F.. L. PINCKNEY.*

"THAT it is better to go to the house of

mourning," is not only one of those assertions,

-which, coming from the pen of inspiration, we
are bound humbly to receive as truth; but

I believe, dear Mary, the experience of every

feeling heart, which has gone on but a moder-
ate way in the journey of life, will testify, that

by the occasional sadness of the countenance,
the heart is made better; and that sympathy
-with our fellow creatures is not only grateful

to them, but useful to ourselves.

I went early into the garden to breathe fresh

air, and delight myself with the fair face of

nature, and to cut some sweet flowers lor my
sweet Fan and you. None of your cousins arc

yet stirring, and I thought I would write a lit-

tle note in their stead. The tone of my mind
has framed the style of my letter. We are

going this morning to attend the funeral of

our dear respected Mr. Coram; and this even-
ing or afternoon, our poor Jack will be carried

to his last earthly home. As we ought to

learn good from every thing, I hope 1 shall

profit by the lesson of today, and not only re-

joice in the many sunshine days of my life,

but to make a good use too of a cloudy one. It

seems a long time since I have seen Fun and
you. I think your cousins, as well as mys< it,

-would be delighted if you were to come early

and drink tea with them. Darling Sabina,
with all her youthful spirits, has shown so

much feeling for poor Mrs. Coram, lis make*

* This note was not n I ^cason to be inser

rst edition ot these memoirs
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rae love, and admire that sweet elasticity of
her virtuous mind, thus accommodating itself

to pasing circumstances, more than I can ex-
press. Adieu, dear girls, and believe me ten-
derly yours, M.L. Ramsay.

EXTRACTS FROM LETTERS WRITTEN BY MRS.
RAMSAY, TO HER SON AT PRINCETON COL-
LEGE.*

f»OM MARTHA J. AFRKNS V AMSAT; TO DAVID RAM5AT, Jl

HlOii, AT PRINCETON COLLEGE.

Charleston, May 7, 1810.

THE first thing I did when you left me, dear

David, was to retire for a few moments to your
chamber, and relieve my laboring heart, by
commending you solemnly and affectionately

to the good Providence ot our heavenly Father.

I composed myself as soon as possible^ and
set about my accustomed domestic duties.

Soon afici Dr. Abeel came in; be passed a part-

ing hail huiir w'uh us, and began his jou

ing. I should be glad that my
id my hopes about the pcrfi i i n <~<>v-

cry of this excellent and interesting man, held

at all equal pace. But 1 confess that I *l»h
more than I dare hope.

While I was in your chamber, I ditCW
ittle treatise (Dr. Waiorho. < lure

.Diversity al Can hi
i

to) winch your Cktbi r had

|requ< nd which, in I

I approve of so highly thai 1 have giffD away

uofortunaD \-

trfcetl i, v as burnt.
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half a dozen to persons in whom I am muc it

lc3s interested than in you. I sent it after you
by Coony who says you received it safely. I

hope its contents will not be lost upon you,

nor the book itself lost by you. While we were
in church on Friday afternoon, there came up
a severe thunderstorm; and while Mr. Palmer
was in the act of praying- for you and your fel-

low passengers, the Hashes of lightning and

peaks of thunder added not a little to the sol-

emn feeling of many persons in the church,

interested most tenderly in the fate of the mix-
ed multitude on board the Pennsylvania.

I shall be counting the days till 1 hear from
you. It will be no disappointment to me, or

lather it will give me no pain to learn that you

have not entered the Junior class: to what

class you belong, do your duty in it. Be
Bpecufui to your superiors, live affect iona!

with your equals; make yourself a party in no

broils; but mind your own business; give dig-

nity 10 the Carolinian name; write to me accu-

rately on every subject which concerns you.

lie not ashamed ot religion; read your liibie

diligently; it will not oirly make you wise unto

salvation, but you will find in it excellent di-

rections for your conduct in the affairs ol this

lite. Your grandfather, Laurens, used to say^

if ti hi made a good use of only the book 6l

Proverb's, there would be no bankruptcies, nc

failures in trade, no famil'y dissentions; none,

of those wide spreading evils which, from the

careless conduct oi men in the common con-

cerns oi life, desolate human society; and I

assure y,,u the more you read this dn
more you will love and value it. i Ioj
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hear from you, ard with tender affection sub-

scribe myself your friend and mother.

M. L. Ramsay.

PROM THE SAME TO THE SAME.

Map «4, 1810.

I NOW write to you, dear David, to thank you
for your letter from on board ship, which I re-

ceived the day before yesterday; and which
was highly acceptable bom to your father and
myself.

If your father and I were not very loving and
very industrious people, we should feel very

solitary at present. John, David, and James,
at a distance; the rest out of hearing; and all

the young ones away. These circumstances
make a great change in our household, and
one which needs both love and labor to make
it tolerable. There is now no p«lite attention

at the long table to wait till a servant is disen-

gaged. Even slow-paced Jack is more than
we want at our lessened board I now long
very much to hear from you; it seems to mc a

great while since wc parted; and it you knew
the delight your ship-It u<":

parents as a mark of attention, uftV

home love, I am sure it would make your
I

happy. My anxiety that )rou should b<

well, and make the very bev i o|«

legiate opportunities is very great, lint I

thank God, I feel much of the cl ^s of

hope. I know you have good abilities quick
apprehension; I irust you will not be indolentj

and that a manly slun.e (to bo asham* d to do

wrong 1* a manly feeling.) will prevent
]

adding yourself to the list of the Carolinian UTU
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ilcrs, whose conduct has broi. Jc RC f

i as Princeton into disrepute, 1 hope you.

pill feci a laudable ptide in inheriting your
lather's literary reputation in the college where
lie received an education, of which he has

made so excellent an use; yet n education
much below what you may receive at the
same institution, Irom the great improvements
made in every branch of science since his

time. I hope absence wont weaken your affec-

tion. Continue to iove us; the more you love

your father and mother, the more you endeav-
or to oblige them, the wiser, the better, the

happier you will be; and at some future period,

when standing in the relation of a parent your-

self, you will have sensations unknown to all

but parents; the consciousness ot having been

a good son, will fill )ou with inexpressible de-

light. God bless you, my dear son; your lath-

er joins in iove to you, with your faithful iriend

and mother. i\i. L Ramsey.

FROM THE SAUCE TO THE SAM*:.

June l.i, 1

AN open candid disposition endears a young
person much to his friends, and n»u at make
him very comfortable to himself. '1 hat sort

of reserve, which arises fro.n a conscious)

of having wasted the time which ought tdhave

been devoted to study; and being consequent-

ly unprepared for answering any questions

proposed; or from a sullen unyielding temper,

v. h.icii shi inks from investigation, except when
proceeding from tutors and masters it cannot

be avoided, is a reserve so unlovely that 1 wit-

it with pain; and I do n v stly be-
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seech you to strive against such a temper,

Which if unresisted and unsubdued, will e

itself on a thousand occasions besides that spec-

ified above. Even an incorrect answer, ii

en in an amiable tone of voice, indicati

desire to be set right* if found in error, is
;

erable to silence, or to an Unwilling reply,

even if a correct one. God has given you an

excellent understanding. Ob, make use of it

for wise purposes; acknowledge it as his gift;

and let it regulate your conduct and harmonize
your passions. Be industrious; be amiable;

I>ery act of self denial will bring its own re-

ward with it, and make the next step in duty
and in virtue easier and more pleasant

the former
I am glad you like your room-mate. I hope

he is one who will set you no bad example;
and with whom you may enjoy yourself pleas-

antly and innocently. I delight to beat every
thin£ about you, and you can have neither

p] .urt nor pain in wh'n h I do not since

and affectionately participate.

Eh I i drank tea with aunt Laurens
last i Frederick, fourteen davs young-
er than William, was learning Fructua and
Co. i.u. with such earnestness, in order to be
ready for Mr. Moore against the next day, that

I ' OUld hardly believe it was my Wild nephew
Mud John was in a corner smiling, and help-

Frederick whenever lie seemed to be

I

Tne girls all send their love to you; so do
I Mend and sister d<

o b forgotten \1 i< Coram Li con
id her inquiries alter \ re many other
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friends. It is a charming thing to be beloved,

God bless you, my very dear child; may he
watch over your youth, and keep \ou from
-.shame. I embrace yotl with an overflowing tide

of affection. Maetha Laurens Ramsay.

FROM THE SA^lE TO THE SAME.
July 18,1810.

FROM the tenor of your last letter, it may be
fairly inferred that you are dissatisfied with

the strictness of a collegiate course; and if you
should not go through a collegiate course what
then? Can v«ju go through any virtuous course

without economy, industry, and self denial?

Can you fit yourself for usefulness on earth, or

happiness in heaven, in any other way than

doing your duty in the station in which God
has placed you? And if your chief ambition is,

without caring whether you are as wise or good,

to wish at least ;o be richer than your father

and mother, will not a diligent attention to

collegiate studies arid duties be the readiest

method to Hi you for such eminence in what-
ever profession you choose, as shall enable

jron to attain this golden treasure. I assure

)ou, many young men with less means than-

you have or arc likely tD have, for nothing

really necessary or comfortable, I trust in

Providence, shell be Wanting to you have felt

it a great pri\ go through u collegiate

course, and have afterward come to be emi-

nent, respectable, and wealthy.
I * ver wish my judgment to be

wavpeo b] 'ings, especially b> offended
feelings, to do any thing harsh, i ratb-

er even ha-vc it blinded by such affection Gaff



TO HER SON AT COLLEGE. 205

my dear children, as would make my tender-

ness overstep perhaps the exact bound of ma-
ternal prudence; both extremes would be best

avoided. 4»Give me thine heart, my son," is

the language of scripture; and where there is

any heart worth giving or worth having, I be-

lieve it is seldom refused to the authors of our
being, the protectors of our infancy; to the

father whose fond ambition it is to see his son

distinguished in life; the mother, who with a

throbbing heart and moistened eye, is continu-

ally addressing the thione of heaven for the

welfare of her dear child; and to the sib

every ready to reciprocate the tender chanties
of domestic endearment, and ever chceifully

sacrificing something of their own Co

nience for the advancement of then* brothers.

I pray God to bless you, and to give you gi

to make a good use of an understanding which
1 am sure you possess, to give a right bias to

energies and sensibilities, which wrongly di-

rected will make you foolish and miserable.

With sincere prayers for your improvement
in wisdom and virtue, wishing you an affec-

tionate heart and industrious habits, 1 remain
your faithful friend, your tender mot:

M. L. RaMSAY.

PROM THE SAME TO THE SAME.
DEAR DAV1U, August 26, 1810.

I AM at present undergoing a very severe
ailliction, and have lor a fortnight past been s<-

much occupied and agkaled, that 1 have let

one post after another pass without writing to

you. You know howcvei ull my mind toward
youj have my precepts and opinion upoi.

IV
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cry subject which cm materially interest you;
and whether I write or a \ silent, my mater-
nal love, my tender anxiety for my son, for my
dear husband's namesake, can ever be lor one
moment a matter of doubt to you. Tour
ter, Miss Futerell, expects to embark for Liv-

erpool, on her way to London, the day after

tomorrow. Business of importance, and the

desire of being with her mother, become aged
and infirm, is the cause of her voyage,

has been attempting a return to England for

many months; but the obstructions to an. inter-

course between that country and ours made ic

impossible to get a passage, but by some \

roundabout way. Your father is more affec-

ted oi> this occasion than it is common for

men to mu! ifest. With regard to myself and
your sisters, reed I describe our situation?

Mias Futerell is bowed down with grief at our
separation; and [ think this is a grief in which

you will, to a certain degree, participate; she

loves you with a very warm affection, and en-

tertains such an opinion of your heart and un-

derstanding, that she is ofien saying I ex-

pect trreat things from David; she will hardly

ever allow me even to express a fear of your

doing ill; and declares, however such fears

may intrude on the heart of a mother, and es-

pecially of a Carolinian mother, I have no
cause lor it. Yesterday she said to me, UI am
going to leave you, and it is mournful to me
to leave you burdened with care on so many
accounts; but keep up your spirits; repose

your nope in God; particularly, don't be un-

easy about David; he will do well. Exhort
him to be industrious, not to be contented with
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low attainments, and all will be well; much
good seed lias been sown by you; and I think

it has fallen on good ground. He knows the

truth: he has imbibed sound principles; fro:n

to time in his life he has thought \

seriously; he will do you no discredit; and he

will become a valuable member of soc ; ety."

I pray God, my dear son, her predictions

be true; si^e has always been a kind friend and

adviser to you and to your bi others and sisters;

and is, 1 believe, as deeply interested for you

all as it is possible for any but a mother to be.

I hope you will now recollect all her admoni-

tions of love, and profit by them. If >ou v,

a little older, had well profited by your edu-

cation, and we could meet the expens

should have no objection to your accompany-
ing this dear frien J; and while she was transac-

ting her business, (hat >uW be taki

betore you settled down in life, a

that world of wonders, London.
Your vacation is now at I

distance.

I hope you are hot trifling away tins prim*

your days, i with such attainments

Will < jrou from censure; but emulous

of ranking with the most studious, most pru-

dent, and most virtue,

1 wish 1 could inspire you with a laudable am-
bition, and with ieelinj^s that u«

avoid any unnecessary intercourse With

buck and think

that the true intention of going to a -

of learning is to attaii

hereafter to i ink
public consequence. Our intention is

you Shall Spend the vacation with y
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in Baltimore. You will be at Philadelphia

ing. You will be kindly treated b\ yow
uncle and his family, and you will find < nough
to amuse you in Baltimore, which is s.iid to

be the third city in the United States. At
some future opportunity you may visit New
York and Boston. But in order to accomplish

all, or any of these purposes you must be fru-

gal, and not attempt to vie in wasting money
with the sons of rich planters, who only go to

college for fashion sake, and whose lives are as

useless as their expenses. Your father is ab-

sent on a visit to Mr. Todd, and from the mes-
sage brought, I fear his visit will be too Ute
to be of any avail. It will be an additional

grief to Miss Futercll to leave Mrs. Todd,
under affliction, and a heavier affliction to

IVIrs Todd, to part with such a friend at such

a time. With all a mother's heart, I remain,

dear David, yours, M. L Ramsay.

FROM THE SAME TO THE SAME.
dear ha vin, September 11, 1810.

I V ROTE to you not long ago, telling >ou of

the departure of my dear Miss Futercll. Her
absence nukes every thing desolate to me,
and your sisters mure than sympathize with
me, for in addition to mine, they feel their own
sorrow. I have in them, however, this conso-
lation; that by every act of their lives, they

show how much they have profited by her ad-

vice and example; never were parents more
blessed than your father and I in daughters;
and I hope God will return seventy fold into

their bosoms, the comfort they give to ours.

Your time of vacation is drawing on. I trust

you are not losing your time lor study, and
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that as you grow older, you are resisting c

propensity to idleness or folly of any kind.

Youi judgment must be well informed* You
have lived from infancy within the sound of

good advice; and although some dispositions

are restive under any advice that clashes with

their present gratification, I flatter myself, you
have a more ingenuous disposition, and that

no effort on the part of your parents and

friends, to make juu wiser and better will

finally be lost upon you.

Could you know my anxiety about you, in-

dependently of nobler motives. 1 think, even a

spirit of com passion for an afflicted friend

would make you conduct yourself wisely. Jn

the ionise of a life, not yet very Ipnj

many young persons, with every possible

sling their uieuts, im-

]
loving thcii minds, and b<

members of society lost to th< ri i|i>«

e 10 their friends, plagues

mere ej phci s in it. from ii

manner of pursuing their stu<

(it*inLing, an excessive love ol finery, of in-

( oinpan]
:• and iw c i.:\

.

tness

;.nU •
. I the

oi how 1 si and in |

ucli a i alatuit} , W ith benck il

knee (iod,

1

llUo SCUl tl

I

i
undt r i
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have risen to shine as lights in the world.

Others again, I have seen, who not having to

struggle like these last, constantly against

wind and tide, and supported only by their own
efforts, but situated like yourself under hap-
pier circumstances, have repaid the labors of

a father, and the tender exertions of a mother,
by doing their part well, and returning home
from their different seminaries of education,

just such as their parents could wish. Oh,
my God, grant that this may be the case with

js; preserve David from every evil way; give

him grace to make a good use of the powers
thou hast given him; and let him not waste
the morning of his days in any trifling pursuit,

or disgrace it by any thing vicious or ignoble.

Dr. Keith gave us, yesterday, an excellent

sermon on these words; "Who can understand
his error*? Cleanse thou me from secret

faults." Wc ought, dear child, to take great

pains to understand our errors. We have ev-

ery one, by nature, some secret err-jr, some
constitutional defect or vice. In childhood,

the advice or authority of parents may restrain

it; still it is there; as we grow older, we must
watcli for ourselves, restrain ourselves, look

up to God for help, while we exercise such
acts 01 sell' denial, as shall break the bias, and
keep it from producing a vicious habit, which,

alafc, may become too strong for us, and be our
curse and our master as long as we live. Per-

sons about your time of life, are apt to think

themselves very wise; and to pay very slender

attention to the advice of their superiors; this

is a very great error; as by such conduct, tin /
-nly deprive themselves of thcexperi
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of those older and wiser than themselves,

they appear, and really are very unlovely in

their tempers, to those who reprove or advise

them, whether parents or others. At your
time of life every false appearance of pleasure

is taken for a reality% and the restraints of vir-

tuous industry and hard study a burden too

heavy to be borne. May God give you wis-

dom to understand your errors, and a manly
resolution to resist every temptation to evil,

make you lovely in your temper, diligent in

the pursuits of useful science, and enable you,

by conciliatory and engaging manners, to n

friends to yourself among the wise and good
wherever you go,

1 will do all in my power for my dear (

dren, and must then leave the event to Ci

and their own exertions. I hope they will reap

the benefit of my labors, w hen I shall be qui-

ctly resting from them. I hope you will al-

ways look on Dr. Smith, not only as pros-

of the college, but as a very dear friend of your
mother, and so accustomed to youth a-> to 1.

ry twisting and turning of their hi

capable of giving them the best advk
j oil go to your uncle's, tell me ;.ll about tl

know they rangers to mc, tin-

relations, except himself, and from your ill

1 received sul,

gained n \

Dr. Waddel h trouble from
>ed numb i; the Chai

tonians carry their idleoea their in.

quence w

i
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ivhat, with their quick capacities, and lively

imaginations, they might be, if they would
make the virtuous endeavor. I remain with
great affection, your friend and mother,

Martha Laurens Ramsay.

FROM THE SAME TO THE SAME.
t»kvr day m, Nroembi

THE number of my letters should be no rule

ior you; you know well the state of my health,

and of my affairs, and that every letter i write

is in the time stolen from sleep or business, for

my eyos do not permit my writing in the e\en-

ing, my only season of leisure. Since your
sisn ! lure. I lave still more to do with

spirits for performance; and during the

last month even house keeper in the interior

of the city has been kept in a Slate of alarm

from the dread of fire, increased by the dry

state ot i ling about us, lion- the long

t of rain, surrounded as we have been by

danger. I thank G< d we are yet safe I hope

you are doing yourseif credit, and preparing

for future us' fulness in tiio. 1 icil a

gnawii 'v about you, six-

teen, sevc en! ah, what important

*s are ihey in a young Dian'a lin ; i.ov.

liis judgment! How falsi hi*> views

of most things! \\ hat, but heaven)) guidance,

through the perils to

which he is exposed from within .out,

and yet v hat an age of confidence, of

How seldom i^ the eye turned to kit

or the ear open to the admonitions oJ t x-

, , i

i

. , \ .
. th< re-

moostrances of science, i&e reproof* ot pater?-
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nal authority, the counsels and entreaties of

maternal tenderness arc scarcely heard amidst

the turbulence of youthful passions, and in-

citements to irregularities.

My tears flow, and my heart aches, while,

with the mingled emotions of hope and fear

for you, I thus pour forth its sensations. You
are now far from me; lean no longer direct

your individual actions; I can only

.gocd advice in general, and pray to Gou for

you. One great guard of youthful virtue is

industry. Be then industrious, and employ
every moment of your time to some valuable

purpose. 1 long to near from you. 1 am with

sincere affection, your friend and mother,

M. L Ramsay.

FROM THE SAME TO THE SAMP..

DKAR DAVID, •nbtT 21, 1810.

I AM filled with extreme anxiety by your .

silence; it is very mortifying to a pare I

tenderly attached to a child as I am Lo you, to

think that, in the leisure of a w atioft,

you have written but once. I have only heard

of you, if I may so express myself, n

Your cousins, Charlotte and Sophia, who I

written to Kitty and Sabina,

grets, and those of their parents, that you are

with i hem, nor from the advi LatC of

the vacation, likely to be so.

I feel a Stronger wish than I have a h<

that I may have been deceived in the opinion
•which you know I have often delivered to

your father, that a boy a\ fifteen had bctl

at a grammar-school, than anion- juh'u

college; and when he declares that t
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good sense, yout knowledge of your situation,

as one of a large and not rich family, and the

necessity of your own exertions to enable you
to maintain an honorable standing in Bociety,

he feels confident you will never act materially

wrong; I can only reply, I pray God you may
be right.* I shall rejoice in having judged er-

roneously; but when a boy does not write fully,

freely, and frequently to his father and mother,
the poor mother's heart cannot help feeling a

trembling anxiety, that al( is not right with her

son.

Your time for improvement will be quickly
past; if it is not improved, you will find your-

self grown up with the pride of what you call

a gentleman; you will have no patrimony to

lean upon; your natural talents will be of

comparatively little consequence to you, and
you will have no talents so cultivated and
Tcady to be brought into action as to make
you capable of building up a fortune for your-

self; and ofail the mean objects in creation a

lazy, poor, proud gentlcmattj especially it he-

is a dressy fellow, is the meanest; and yet this

is generally the character of young men of

good family, and slender fortunes, unless they

take an early turn to learning and science. I

couid wish to write you many little local and
domestic matters of news or amusements, but

terrified as I am by hearing nothing ol you;

nothingfrom z/cw,and interpreting this, wo neivs

from a cherished son, as bad news, my mind is

quite out ol tune lor any thing of the lighter

kind. I was so much attached to my father, and
to ttic uncle and aunt \n ho brought me up, that 1

lived in the habit oi the greatest intimacy with
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them: your sisters can hardly enjoy a girlish

note or a putty of pleasure unless minima
shares in it or knows all about it; and this is so

rally the case with virtuous and affection-

ate children, that wherever there is silence, I

dread lest there should be also mystery. I shall

rejoice to find it i \our case; and
longing to hear from you, and committing the

guidance of your youthful steps to that God, to

whom I pi ay for you by clay and by night. L

remain, dear child, your most affectionate

friend and moil

Martha Laurens Ramsay.

FROM THE SAME TO THE SAME.

March 5, 1810.

YOUR letter of November 19, contains this

sentiment; k*A collegiate course is not very
. to eminence i

• tins with the following extract from a

letter, dated
Hfttft, Ju:.-

4% I WOULD not omit goi: g to coll

consideration, for I believe His rery difficult

for a young man, who has not had a collegiate

education, to get into an extensii ioe ot"

any profession." I :essity of
spending much money in order to maintain as

genteel a standing is necc
to be respected," with "dear mother, I am now

iv reputable member of society, I aiu
made vei \

\

1 am
• ed and respected by ill the good boys.

in the schti

U staled some tunc ago that, had
four hundred dollars a yeai; we know
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from his mother, who said tins covered c\

expense; you have received money in the

\e pioportion, and rather more. You now
talk of spending- one hundred dollars for

Clothes. Your wardrobe must be unnecessari-

ly costly or miserably laid in, and you know
that you have no pretensions to waste from the

idea that it will not be felt by your parents;

you are well aware that it is with much exer-

tion we provide what is comfortable, and have
no money to throw away. \Vha; a weak
mind you must have, and how much have I

been deceived in its texture, if you suppose
that foppish clothes and foo'ish expenses, or

what you call "a genteel appearance" will

make you respectable.

I feel more pride, more consciousness of

being a lady, by having every thing about my
person, the persons of my children, my house-

hold, in the plainest style of decency, than I

possibly could by endeavoring to cover our
moderate circumstances by a tinsel veil of fine-

ry which would deceive no one, and only show
the shallowness ofmy understanding.

With prudence, one hundred dollars will -

£0 a great way; without it, ten times the sum
will be like water put iuto a sieve. A gentle-

man lately returned a graduate from Cam-
bridge, informs me he never spent three hun-

dred dollars a year at college. A lad, son to

perhaps the richest parents in Carolina, with

only one brother to divide the inheritance,

wrote to request his mother, that let him so-

licit ever so earnestly) his parents would

never furnish him with more th*n five hun-

dred dollars; for that sum would enable him t»
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do many foolish and many generous things,

and all beyond it would be shameful dissipation;

to which he knew he was too much disposed,

and therefore requested temptation might not

be administered to him.

Mr T. S. Grimke assured me, that Willi

four hundred dollars one might live well at

New Haven, and purchase many books; but

why multiply examples. The real expense
of boarding and tuition in colleges is a matter

well known from printed statements, it is

easy, therefore, to calculate what beyond it

is necessary for the clothing, pocket money,
and conveniences of a young man, who does

not go to college to be a fashionist, to sport

various changes of apparel, to drink, to sir,

to game, but to lay in a sufficient stock of

knowledge, and to attain such literary hi

as may be the foundation of future useful,

a fortune to him. With regard to your spend*

ing a couple ofsucceeding years in Charleston!
I will oppose all my influence to so m

me. You should rather spend ihem in

the Indian CO! : vi.-

-ipat-

your last h U' r was w ritten und< r I

bit nt impression of some juvenile folly, w
is already dissipated, and thai your n

will \h- more judicious, b, u

very respect more worth]
deeply anxious about
the ftUence of Dr. Smith, after havii
corn
me I
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praying him to give you wisdom, and to grant

me support in every event. Pause, and consid-

er what you are about; a few wrong
easier trodden back than many. Ma) ;

take care of you. Your affectionate mother.

M. L. Ramsay*

FROM THE SAME TO Til R SAME.

dear child, March 11,1811.

YOUR last letter was written in a strain of af-

fection and good resolution, which gave me
great pleasure; a:,d I hoped would have been
followed up by mo e such I have b^en con-

fined for upwards of a month, by indisposition,

and have only left my hou&e within ten cl.

attend your uncle's sick room.
It has been almost impossible to collect

money, and with great difficulty your father

has procured such a fifty dollar bill, as will

pass in the northern states, which I now send.

For the present, I avoid all remark, advice, o.

other matter; for it is so near closing of the

post that I iear losing the opportunity.

God bless you, my j£ar son, and make you a

son of comfort and hoi. or to your dear lather,

and your most affectionate mother and friend,

Martha Laurens Ramsav.

If a-.

.

a their i»;ii

with i'

In justio LO lii'' \ outh, to
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•ensure, nor l.as he ever been charged with any iro-

cor.d'iet; that liis standing in b

f A. i». befo tenth year is completed; :tml

monitions of his moth-!
reprooft for what had taken ]>l

! against * h- I place in future; ami that

on to believe that these Letters, in conci:

uith other moral

\ him iu the steady pursuit of knowledg

letters wer jnest of the editor, to whom
contents were unknown, promptly sent to him
ton in July 1811, though the intention of pnbl

END,
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